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COMMON  SCHOOL  LAWS  OF  1854,  AND  1855. 


AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGULATION  AND  CONTINUANCE  OF  A  SYSTEM 
OF  EDUCATION  BY  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

I.  DISTRICTS. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assem¬ 
bly  met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  That  System  adopted  in 
a  system  of  Common  School  Education  be  and  the  same  i!  ougifand" town- 
hereby  deemed,  held  and  taken  to  be  adopted,  according  to  the  ship  of  the  State 
provisions  of  this  act,  in  all  the  counties  of  this  Commonwealth: 
and  every  township,  borough  and  city  of  this  Commonwealth,  tinuanee. 
or  which  shall  hereafter  be  erected,  shall  constitute  and  be  a 
school  district,  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  but  any 
borough  which  is  or  may  be  connected  with  a  township  in  the 
assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies,  shall  with  the  said  town¬ 
ship  form  one  district,  and  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  thirty 
thousand  dollars  is  hereby  appropriated  as  a  common  school  3,1  aPPyolTi* 
fund  for  the  ensuing  school  year,  to  be  appropriated  as  herein¬ 
after  prescribed. 

Section  2.  That  school  districts  which  are  composed  of  ^ ^  divided 
cities  or  boroughs  divided  into  wards  for  school  purposes  at  into  wards  comoI- 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  act,  shall  be  constituted  as  fol-  Mated, 
lows,  to  wit :  Each  ward  shall  retain  its  school  property,  both  real 
and  personal,  and  elect  a  separate  board  of  directors,  who  shall 
exercise  in  their  respective  limits  all  the  powers  and  duties  of 
school  directors,  as  regards  the  erection'or  repairing  of  school 
houses,  and  the  purchasing,  renting  or  selling  of  school  houses 
and  lots,  and  shall  also  levy,  assess,  collect  and  disburse  in  and 
upon  their  respective  wards,  all  taxes  rendered  necessary  to  the 
proper  exercise  of  the  foregoing  powers  ;  but  all  other  powers 
and  duties  pertaining  to  school  directors,  which  are  conferred 
or  enjoined  by  this  act,  shall  be  exercised  in  such  city  or  borough 
by  a  board  of  controllers  composed  of  the  directors  of  the  seve¬ 
ral  wards,  who  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  perform 
all  the  duties  belonging  to  boards  of  directors  in  single  districts, 
with  the  exception  contained  in  this  section  ;  Provided ,  That  Conveyance  of 
whenever  all  the  boards  of  directors  in  any  such  city  or  borough  K>  c°n' 

shall  voluntarily  execute  deeds  of  conveyance  to  the  board  of 
controllers  for  all  the  school  property  belonging  to  their  respec¬ 
tive  wards,  and  shall  certify  the  same  to  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  then,  and  in  that  case,  such  city  or  borough 
shall  thereafter  compose  a  single  school  district,  in  the  same 
manner  as  districts  not  divided  into  wards — but  the  number  of 
directors  thereafter  elected  in  such  city  or  borough  shall  be 
three  for  each  ward. 

Section  3.  That  when  a  new  district  shall  hereafter  be  New  districts 
formed,  such  district  shall  not  be  considered  and  recognized  as 
a  separate  and  independent  school  district,  until  after  the  termi¬ 
nation  of  the  current  school  year  in  which  it  became  a  new  dis¬ 
trict,  and  until  it  have  a  full  board  of  directors,  regularly  elected 
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cr  appointed,  and  organized,  except  that  the  directors  thereof 
shall  have  authority  to  levy,  assess  and  collect  tax,  procure 
school  houses,  and  do  all  other  acts  necessary  to  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  schools  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Section  4.  That  if  any  balance  of  school  funds  shall  remain 
on  hand  or  be  due  to  the  district  out  of  which  any  new  district 
shall  be  formed,  such  balance  shall,  after  all  just  claims  against 
the  old  district  have  been  settled,  be  distributed  between  the  old 
and  new  districts,  in  proportion  to  the  assessable  value  of  pro¬ 
perty  within  their  respective  limits,  and  such  new  district  may 
recover  the  amount  thus  due  b v  suit  against  the  old  district  or 

•••  *  O 

districts  from  which  it  was  erected. 


II. - SCHOOL  DIRECTORS  AND  CONTROLLERS. 


r,l«ot.ioo  of  dirce- 
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T.’rm  of  office. 
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Section  5.  That  school  directors  shall  be  elected  annually  in 
each  district  of  the  State,  in  the  following  manner,  to  wit :  At 
the  same  time  and  place  that  elections  are  held  for  supervisors 
and  constables ;  and  in  wards  in  cities  or  boroughs,  at  the  time 
and  place  of  the  borough  or  ward  elections;  and  in  like  manner 
two  qualified  citizens  shall  be  elected  school  directors  in  each 
district,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  three  years ;  but  in  districts 
where  directors  have  not  been  elected,  or  in  new  districts  which 
may  be  established  by  the  erection  of  a  new'  ward,  borough  or 
township,  six  directors  shall  be  elected  in  such  districts  at  the 
first  election,  twTo  to  serve  one  year,  two  to  serve  tw'o  years,  and 
two  to  serve  three  years,  and  two  annually  thereafter  ;  and  in 
city  and  borough  districts  allowed  to  elect  three  directors,  the 
whole  number  for  each  wTard  shall  be  chosen  at  the  first  annual 
election  after  the  passage  of  this  act,  one  to  serve  for  one  year, 
one  to  serve  for  turn  years,  one  to  serve  for  three  years,  and  one 
annually  thereafter. 

Section  G.  That  duplicate  returns  of  all  elections  for  directors 
shall  be  made  out,  signed  and  sealed  by  the  judges,  and  deliver¬ 
ed  by  the  constable  or  proper  officer  of  said  election,  one  to  the 
board  of  directors  and  the  other  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions 
of  the  county,  within  ten  days  thereafter,  and  each  person  elec¬ 
ted  a  director  shall  be  notified  thereof  in  writing  within  five  days 
after  the  election,  by  the  constable  or  other  officer  who  held  the 
election  :  if  the  legality  of  any  election  for  directors  be  contested 
in  writing  by  not  less  than  ten  qualified  citizens  of  the  district, 
the  said  court  of  quarter  sessions  is  hereby  authorized  and  re¬ 
quired  forthwith  to  examine  into  the  election,  and  to  confirm  or 
set  it  aside,  as  shall  seem  just  and  proper,  and  if  set  aside,  to 
order  a  new  election  at  the  usual  place  and  in  the  usual  manner, 
on  not  less  than  two  weeks  public  notice  given  by  the  proper 
officer. 

Section  7.  That  each  board  of  directors  shall  have  power  to 
fill  any  vacancy  which  may  occur  therein  by  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  the  district  or  otherwise,  until  the  next  annual 
election  for  directors,  when  such  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  elect¬ 
ing  a  person  from  the  district  in  which  the  vacancy  occurs  to 
supply  the  same. 

Section  8.  That  if  any  person  duly  elected  a  school  director 
shall  refuse  to  attend  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board,  after  hav- 
ing  received  written  notice  from  the  secretary  to  appear  and 
enter  upon  duties  of  his  office,  or  if  any  person  having  taken 
upon  him  the  duties  of  his  office  as  director,  shall  neglect  to 
attend  aoy  two  regular  meetings  of  the  board  in  succession,  un- 
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less  detained  by  sickness  or  prevented  by  absence  from  the  dis¬ 
trict,  or  to  act  in  his  official  capacity  when  in  attendance,  the 
directors  present  shall  have  power  to  declare  his  seat  in  the  board 
vacant,  and  to  appoint  another  in  his  stead  to  serve  until  the 
next  regular  election. 

Section  9.  That  if  all  the  members  of  any 
or  controllers  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  perfo] 
levying  the  tax  required  by  law,  and  to  put  c 
in  operation  so  far  as  the  means  of  the  district  will  admit,  or  thc  court- 
shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  any  other  duty  enjoined  by 
law,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county  may, 
upon  complaint  in  writing  by  any  six  taxable  citizens  of  the 
district,  and  on  due  proof  thereof,  declare  their  seats  vacant  and 
appoint  others  in  their 'stead,  until  the  next  annual  election  for 
d  irectors. 

Section  10.  That  all  directors  shall  be  exempted  from  serv-  IHrectors exempt¬ 
ing  in  any  township,  city  or  borough  office,  and  from  the  per-  dutvor  serTiir^  in 
formance  of  militia  duty.  township  or 

Section  11.  That  school  directors  elected  under  the  provi-  iSectora^eiM.-e^ 
sions  of  former  acts,  except  in  independent  districts  abolished  by  under  former  a«ts, 
tiiis  act,  and  in  consolidated  city  or  borough  districts  entitled  to  |^^°nt^nue- 
elect  threejmembers  at  the  first  election,  as  provided  in  the  fifth  GOlle«te'd 
section,  shall  severally  hold  their  offices  duringthe  term  for  which 
they  were  elected,  and  all  appropriations  authorized  by  former 
acts,  whether  by  the  State  or  county,  and  ail  taxes  authorized  to  be 
raised  for  school  purposes,  shall  be  collected  as  they  would  have 
Wen  collected  if  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

III. - OFFICERS  AND  MEETINGS  OF  THE  BOARD. 

Section  .12.  That  annually,  and  within  twenty  days  after  the  or^finkatioa  >f 
election  of  directors,  each  board  of  school  directors,  and  each  boards 
board  of  controllers  in  cities  and  boroughs,  shall  meet  and 
organize  by  choosing  a  president  and  secretary,  who  shall  be 
members  of  the  board,  and  a  treasurer,  who  may  be  a  member 
of  the  board  or  otherwise,  at  the  discretion  of  the  directors  or 
controllers. 

Section  13.  That  the  president  shall  preside  at  the  meet-  ^  f 

r  ,  ,  jii-i  •  f  .  Duties  of  presi- 

lllgS  of  the  board,  call  special  meetings  when  necessary,  issue  dent, 
the  duplicate  and  warrant  for  the  collection  of  the  district  taxes, 

:  take  sufficient  bond  from  the  district  treasurer  for  the  faithful 
discharge  of  his  duty,  and  sign  the  certificate  of  the  assessment 
of  the  district  taxes,  and  all  orders  issued  on  the  district  trea¬ 
surer  by  order  of  the  board,  also  the  annual  report  of  the  district 
to  the  county  superintendent,  and  generally  do  and, perform  all 
other  acts  and  duties  lawfully  pertaining  to  the  office  of  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  board. 

Section  14-.  That  the  secretary  shall  keep  full  minutes  of  j>utieg  0f 
ail  the  proceedings  of  the  board,  in  a  book  provided  for  that  tary. 
purpose,  prepare  the  duplicate  of  school  tax,  keep  an  account  of 
ail  abatements  and  exonerations  made  by  the  board,  prepare, 
attest  and  forward  to  the  county  superintendent  the  annual  cer¬ 
tificate  that  the  schools  have  been  kept  open  during  the  minimum 
period  specified  by  law,  also  the  annual  report  of  the  district, 
prepare  and  attest  ail  orders  on  the  treasurer,  and  do  and  per¬ 
form  all  other  acts  and  duties  lawfully  pertaining  to  the  office  of 
secretary  of  the  board,  and  for  his  services  shall  receive  such 
compensation  as  the  board  may  direct. 
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Section  15.  That  if  the  president  or  secretary  shall  absent 
himself  from  any  meeting  of  the  board,  or  being  present,  shall 
refuse  to  perform  any  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  a  president  or 
secretary  pro  tempore  shall  be  appointed  by  the  members  present, 
an  entry  thereof  being  made  on  the  minutes,  and  the  acts  neces¬ 
sarily  performed  by  such  president  or  secretary  pro  tempore, 
during  such  meeting,  shall  he  as  valid  and  binding  on  the  board 
and  district  as  if  they  had  been  performed  by  the  regular  officer 
of  the  board. 

Section  16.  That  the  treasurer  shall  give  bond  to  the  presi¬ 
dent  for  the  use  of  the  district,  in  such  amount  and  with  such 
sureties  as  shall  be  approved  by  the  board,  for  the  faithful  pur- 
formance  of  his  duty;  lie  shall  receive  all  State  appropriations, 
district  tax,  and  other  funds  of  the  district,  and  pay  thereout  all 
orders  of  the  board  signed  by  the  president  and  attested  by  the 
secretary;  he  shall  settle  his  accounts  annually  with  the  directors 
or  controllers,  in  default  of  which  he  shall  not  be  re-appointed; 
he  shall  pay  over  the  balance  without  delay  to  his  successor  in 
office,  and  generally  do  and  perform  all  acts  and  duties  lawfully 
pertaining  to  his  office  as  district  treasurer, and  shall  be  allowed 
to  retain  not  exceeding  two  per  cent,  on  the  money  passing 
through  his  hands  for  his  services. 

Section  17.  That  each  board  of  directors  and  controllers 
shall  hold  at  least  one  stated  meeting  in  every  three  months  ; 
and  such  other  meetings  as  the  circumstances  of  the  district  may 
require,  shall  be  held  at  such  time  and  place  as  may  he  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  president  and  secretary,  upon  due  notice  given  to 
each  member  of  the  board.  If  less  than  a  majority  of  directors 
or  controllers  attend  any  meeting,  no  business  shall  be  transact¬ 
ed  thereat,  except  that  of  adjournment,  and  of  appointment  to 
fill  vacancies  in  the  board,  as  is  hereinbefore  directed. 

IV. - CORPORATE  NAME  AND  POWERS  OF  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS. 

• 

Section  18.  That  the  several  school  districts  within  this 
Commonwealth  shall  have  capacity  as  bodies  corporate : 

I.  To  sue  and  be  sued  as  such,  by  the  corporate  name  of  the 

school  district  of - 

II.  To  purchase  and  hold  shch  real  and  personal  property  a* 
may  be  necessary  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  the 
schools,  and  the  same  to  sell,  alien,  and  dispose  of,  when  it  shall 
no  longer  be  necessary  for  the  purposes  aforesaid,  and,  also, 
whenever  the  board  of  directors,  or  controllers  in  cases  where 
school  property  has  been  conveyed  to  them,  shall  deem  it  expedi¬ 
ent  to  make  sale  of  the  said  real  estate,  for  the  purpose  of  re¬ 
investing  the  proceeds  thereof  for  school  purposes  ;  and  in  case* 
where  real  estate  is  held  by  trustees,  or  others,  for  the  gen¬ 
eral  use  of  a  neighborhood  —  for  a  school  house  or  its  ap¬ 
pendages- —  and  when  the  same  shall  cease  to  be  required,  it 
shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  trustees,  or  others,  their  survivor  or 
survivors,  or  successors,  to  convey  the  same  to  the  proper  dis¬ 
trict,  which  shall  be  thereafter  held  by  said  district  for  the  same 
term  and  for  the  same  uses  for  which  it  was  originally  granted 
to  said  trustees  or  others.  But  should  the  said  trustees,  from 
indisposition  on  the  part  of  the  proper  board  of  school  directors 
of  the  district  to  accept  of  said  conveyance,  or  from  other  causes, 
find  it  impossible  to  release  themselves  from  said  trust,  they,  or 
a  majority  of  them,  may  apply  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of 
the  proper  county,  praying  said  court  to  authorize  and  direct 
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the  aforesaid  trustee,  trustees,  or  other  persons,  to  make  sale  of 
the  same,  having  first  given  two  weeks’  previous  notice  in  one 
or  more  of  the  public  prints  of  said  county,  of  the  time  and 
place  of  said  sale,  and  shall  make  return  of  proceeds  of  sale  to 
said  court,  that  the  same  may,  by  the  direction  of  said  court,  be 
added  to  the  funds  of  the  proper  school  district  ;  whereupon  the 
said  trustee,  trustees,  or  other  person,  shall  be  discharged  from 
all  responsibility  in  the  premises. 

Section  19.  That  all  deeds  and  other  contracts  in  writing,  Deeds 
made  by  a  school  district,  shall  be  signed  and  sealed  by  the 
president  of  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  and  counter¬ 
signed  by  the  secretary. 

Section  20.  That  all  suits  by  a  school  district  shall  be  Suits.  , 
brought  in  its  corporate  name,  and  be  conducted  and  managed 
by  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  as  the  case  may  be;  and 
all  suits  against  such  district  shall  style  thfe  same  by  its  corpo¬ 
rate  name,  and  all  legal  process,  other  than  writs  to  enforce 
payment  of  a  judgment,  shall  be  served  on  either  the  president 
or  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  as  the  case 
may  be. 

Section  21.  That  if  judgment  shall  be  obtained  against  a  Judgments  and 
school  district,  in  any  action  or  proceeding,  the  party  entitled  executl0DS- 
to  the  benefit  of  such  judgment  may  have  execution  thereof  as 
follows,  and  not  otherwise,  to  wit :  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
court  in  which  such  judgment  shall  be  obtained,  or  to  which 
such  judgment  shall  be  removed  by  transcript,  from  a  justice  of 
the  peace  or  alderman,  to  issue  thereon  a  writ,  commanding  the 
directors  or  controllers  and  treasurer  of  such  school  district  to 
cause  the  amount  thereof,  with  interest  and  cost,  to  be  paid  to 
the  party  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  such  judgment,  out  of  any 
monies  unappropriated  of  such  district,  or,  if  there  be  no  such 
monies,  out  of  the  first  monies  that  shall  be  received  for  the  use  of 
such  district,  and  to  enforce  obedience  to  such  writ  by  attachment. 

V. — real  estate  for  school  houses. 

Section  22.  That  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  school  houses 
or  purchasing  ground  whereon  to  erect  school  houses,  it  sliall  Borrow  so 
be  lawful  for  the  directors  or  controllers  of  any  district  to  borrow  v 

money  at  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceeding  six  per  centum,  and 
issue  bonds  therefor  in  sums  of  not  less  than  one  hunt  (red  dollars 
each  :  Provided ,  That  the  total  indebtedness  incurred  by  ail} 
district  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  at  any  time 
exceed  one-half  of  one  per  centum  of  fche  assessed  value  "of  the 
real  estate  of  such  district. 

VI. - GENERAL  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  6F  THE  DIRECTORS. 

Section  23.  That  the  board  of  directors  of  every  district, 
and  controllers  in  cities  and  boroughs,  under  the  provisions  of 
section  second,  shall  possess  and  exercise  the  following  powers 
and  perform  the  following  duties,  together  with  the  other  powers 
and  duties  given  and  enjoined  by  this  act: 

I.  They  shall  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  common  schools 

for  the  education  .of  every  individual  above  the  age  of  five  and  To  e?ta^Iish 
under  twenty-one  years,  in  their  respective  districts,  who  may  schools 
apply  for  admission  and  instruction,  either  in  person  or  by  Age  of  pupils, 
parent,  guardian  or  next  friend. 

II.  They  shall  cause  suitable  lots  of  ground  to  be  procured  and  ?r^ction  of  build* 
suitable  buildings  to  be  erected,  purchased  or  rented  for  school 
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houses,  and  shall  supply  the  same  with  the  proper  convenience 
and  fuel,  and  shall  have  power  with  the  directors  and  control¬ 
lers  of  adjoining  districts  to  establish  joint  schools,  and  the 
expenses  shull  he  paid  us  may  he  agreed  upon  by  the  directors 
or  controllers  of  said  districts. 

HI.  In  all  cases  where  r<^il  estate  has  been  or  is  held  by  trus¬ 
tees  for  the  general  use  of  the  neighborhood  as  a  school  house 
or  its  appendages,  and  the  same  has  been  or  shall  he  conveyed 
to  the  school  district  by  the  surviving  trustees,  such  conveyance 
shall  be  as  valid  to  pass  the  legal  estate  in  the  premises  to  such 
school  district  as  if  executed  by  all  of  them,  pursuant  to  the 
fourteenth  section  of  the  act  of  thirteenth  June,  Anno  Domini, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six. 

IV.  They  shall  exercise  a  general  supervision  over  the  schools 
of  their  respective  districts,  and  shall  by  one  or  more  of  their 
number  visit  every  school  in  the  district  at  least  once  in  each 
month,  and  shall  cause  the  result  of  such  visit  be  entered  on  the 
minutes  of  the  board. 

V.  They  shall  have  the  appointment  of  all  the  teachers  of 
common  schools  in  the  district,  fix  the  amount  of  te  achers  sala¬ 
ries,  and  may  dismiss  them  at  any  time  forincompeten  v,  cruelty, 
negligence  or  immorality. 

VI.  They  shall  direct  what  branches  of  learning  shall  be  taught 
in  each  school,  and  what  books  shall  be  used,  agreeably  to  the 
provisions  of  the  twenty-fifth  and  thirty-eighth  sections  of  this 
act,  and  may  suspend  or  expel  from  the  school  all  pupils  found 
guilty  on  full  examination  and  hearing  of  refractory  or  incorrig  i¬ 
bly  bad  conduct. 

VII.  They  shall  pay  all  necessary  expenses  of  the  schools  by 
drafts  on  the  district  treasurer,  signed  by  the  president  and  at¬ 
tested  by  the  secretary  of  the  board,  the  same  being  entered  on 
the  minutes 

VIII.  Each  board  of  directors  and  controllers  shall  annually 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June,  make  a  report  to  the 
county  superintendent,  setting  forth  the  number  and  situation  of 
the  schools  in  their  district ;  the  character  of  the  teachers,  desig¬ 
nating  whether  male  or  female  ;  the  number  and  sex  of  the 
scholars  admitted  during  the  year;  the  number  of  months  in 
the  year  during  which  each  school  shall  have  been  open;  the 
amount  of  school  tax  levied  and  collected  ;  the  cost  of  school 
houses  either  for  building,  renting  or  repairing  ;  and  all  other 
expenses  which  may  have  been  incurred  in  maintaining  the 
schools  of  their  districts,  together  with  such  otiier  information 
as  may  be  beneficial  in  forming  a  just  estimate  of  the  operation 
of  the  school  system. 

IX.  The  directors  and  controllers  of  the  respective  districts, 
shall  have  power  to  establish  schools  of  different  grades,  and  to 
determine  into  which  school  each  pupil  shall  be  admitted;  and 
if  it  shall  be  found,  that  on  account  of  great  distance  from  or 
difficulty  of  access  to  the  proper  school  house  in  any  district, 
some  of  the  pupils  thereof  could  be  more  conveniently  accom¬ 
modated  in  the  schools  of  an  adjoining  district,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  directors  or  controllers  of  such  adjoining  districts, 
to  make  an  arrangement  by  which  such  pupils  may  be  instruc¬ 
ted  in  the  most  convenient  school  of  the  adjoining  district;  and 
the  expense  of  such  instruction  shall  be  paid,  as  may  be  agreed 
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upon  by  the  directors  or  controllers  of  such  adjoining  districts,  % 

by  resolution  or  agreement  entered  upon  the  minutes  of  the  res¬ 
pective  boards. 

Section  2b.  That  the  directors  or  controllers  of  the  several  schools  for 
districts  of  the  State  are  hereby  authorized  and  required  to  negrw, 
establish,  within  their  respective  districts,  separate  schools  for 
the  tuition  of  negro  and  mulatto  cnildrcn,  whenever  such  schools 
can  be  so  located  as  to  accommodate  twenty  or  more  pupils  ;  and 
whenever  such  separate  schools  shall  be  established,  and  kept 
open  four  months  in  any  year,  the  directors  or  controllers  shall 
not  be  compelled  to  admit  such  pupils  into  any  other  schools  of 
the  district :  Provided ,  That  in  cities  or  boroughs,  the  board  of 
controllers  shall  provide  for  such  schools  out  of  the  general 
funds  assessed  and  collected  by  uniform  taxation  for  educational 
purposes. 

Section  25.  That  immediately  after  the  annual  election  of  Meeting  of  eoa- 
teachers  in  each  school  district  of  the  State,  and  before  the 
opening  of  the  schools  for  the  ensuing  term,  there  shall  be  a 
meeting  of  the  directors  or  controllers  and  teachers  of  each  dis- 
trict ;  at  which  meeting  the  directors  or  controllers  shall  select 
and  decide  upon  a  series  of  school  books,  in  the  different 
branches  to  be  taught  during  the  ensuing  school  year;  which 
books,  and  no  other,  shall  be  used  in  the  schools  of  the  district 
during  said  period. 

Section  26.  That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  county  super-  Agents  rorsa,a  ^ 
intendents,  directors  or  controllers,  or  any  other  persons  offi-  book* 
oiallv  connected  with  the  common  school  system,  to  become 
agents  for  the  sale,  or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  sale  of  any 
school  books,  maps,  charts,  school  apparatus  or  stationery,  or 
to  receive  compensation  for  such  sale,  or  promotion  of  sale,  in 
any  manner  whatsoever ;  and  any  violation  of  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor,  and  punishable'with 
a  fine  or  imprisonment. 

Section  27.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  teacher  em-  Repert  0f 
ployed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  make  out  and  file  ers. 
with  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers  of  the  district,  at  the 
end  of  each  month,  a  report  setting  forth  the  whole  number  of 
pupils  attending  school  during  the  month,  designating  whether 
male  or  female,  the  number  of  days  each  attended,  the  books 
used  and  branches  taught ;  and  until  such  report  shall  have  been 
made,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  board  of  directors  to  pay 
said  teacher  for  his  or  her  services.  The  reports  made  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  foregoing  provision,  shall  be  regularly  filed  by 
the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  and  shall 
at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  any  citizen  of  the 
district. 

VII. — assessment  and  collection  of  school  tax. 

Section  28.  That  the  school  directors  or  controllers  of  every 
district  shall  annually,  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  May,  and 
by  the  votes  of  not  less  than  a  majority  of  the  members  pf  the 
board,  determine  the  amount  of  school  tax  which  shall  be  levied 
on  their  district  for  the  ensuing  school  year,  which  shall,  to¬ 
gether  with  such  additional  sums  as  the  district  may  be  entitled 
to  receive  out  of  the  State  appropriation,  and  from  other  sources, 
be  sufficient  and  necessary  to  keep  the  schools  of  the  district  in  '  ~ 
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operation  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  ten  months  in  the 
year. 

Section  20.  That  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  board  of 
directors  or  controllers  to  assess  and  apportion  the  tax  for  the 
ensuing  school  year,  the  county  commissioners  shall,  when  re¬ 
quired,  furnish  the  president  or  secretary  of  the  board  with  a 
correct  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  of  proper  subjects 
and  things  made  taxable  in  the  same  for  State  or  county  pur¬ 
poses,  which  said  property,  subjects  and  things  are  hereby  made 
taxable  for  school  purposes,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
act. 

Section  30.  That  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers  shall, 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June,  annually,  proceed  to  levy 
and  apportion  the  said  school  tax,  pursuant  to  this  act,  (not  ex¬ 
ceeding  the  amount  of  State  and  county  taxes  authorised  by 
law  to  be  assessed)  on  all  objects’  persons  and  property,  made  or 
to  be  made  taxable  for  State  or  county  purposes,  and  that  all  the 
taxes  levied  and  assessed  by  the  directors  or  controllers  within 
each, school  year,  shall  be  contained  in  the  same  duplicate  :  Pro 
vided ,  That  any  tax  on  trades,  professions  and  occupations,  or 
on  single  freemen,  shall  in  no  case  be  less  than  fifty  cents. 

Section  31.  That  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers  shrill 
appoint  some  suitable  and  competent  person  as  collector  of  the 
school  tax  duplicate  for  each  township,  borough  or  ward,  who 
shall  be  allowed  such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  not 
exceeding  five  per  centum  on  the  money  collected,  for  his  ser¬ 
vices,  and  to  whom  a  warrant  shall  be  issued  by  the  president, 
and  countersigned  by  the  secretary  of  the  board  of  directors  or 
controllers,  authorizing  and  requiring  him  to  demand  and  receive 
from  every  person  in  such  duplicate  named,  the  sum  wherewith 
such  person  stands  charged,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  1  i We 
power  and  authority  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  same  as  is 
now  or  may  hereafter  be  conferred  by  law  upon  the  collector  of 
county  taxes;  and  the  board  shall  have  the  right  at  all  times,  to 
make  such  abatements  or  exonerations  for  mistakes,  indigent 
persons  or  unseated  lands,  as  to  them  shall  appear  just  and 
reasonable;  and  the  secretary  shall  enter  on  the  minutes  the 
names  of  all  persons  in  whose  favor  such  abatements  or  ex¬ 
onerations  were  made,  together  with  the  reasons  therefor:  Pro¬ 
vided ,  That  in  the  event  of  their  failure  to  procure  a  collector 
for  any  reason,  they  may  appoint  to  that  duty  the  constable  or 
treasurer  of  the  school  district,  who  shall  forfeit  for  every  re¬ 
fusal  to  execute  the  same,  by  proof  thereof  being  made  before 
any  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace,  the  sum  of  fifty  dollar*, 
which  shall  be  added  to  the  school  fund  of  the  proper  district. 

Section  32.  That  no  person  shall  be  appointed  collector  of 
the  school  tax,  unless  he  shall  give  bond  in  such  amount  as  shall 
be  determined  by  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  and  with 
such  surety  or  sureties  therein  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  the 
directors  or  controllers,  or  a  bond  with  mortgage  of  real  estate 
sufficient  to  secure  such  amount. 

Section  33.  That  the  board  of  directors,  (or  controllers  in  cities 
or  boroughs  where  the  school  property  is  vested  in  them  agree¬ 
ably  to  the  provisions  of  section  second,)  may  at  any  time,  not 
oftener  than  once  in  each  school  year,  levy  a  special  tax,  not 
exceeding  the  amount  of  the  regular  annual  tax  for  such  year, 
to  be  applied  solely  to  the  purpose  of  purchasing  or  paying  for 
Hie  ground,  and  the  building  or  erection  of  school  building* 


€ 


SCHOOL  LAWS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


13 


thereon,  which  said  tax  shall  be  levied  and  collected  at  the  same 
time,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  like  authority,  as  the  regular 
annual  tax. 

Section  34.  That  whenever  school  tax  assessed  on  unseated  Tax  on  unseated 
lands  in  any  district,  shall  not  be  voluntarily  paid  by  the  owner  lands- 
or  OAvners  thereof,  the  collector  shall  certify  the  same  to  the 
proper  county  commissioners,  AA’ho  shall  enforce  the  collection 
thereof  with  the  taxes  assessed  on  unseated  lands  for  county 
purposes ;  and  when  so  collected,  shall  be  paid  to  the  district 
treasurer  by  orders  drawn  on  the  county  treasurer. 

Section  35.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  assessors,  Duty  of  assessors 
to  assess  such  persons  as  may  remove  into  the  respective  dis¬ 
tricts  between  the  last  assessment  and  the  first  of  May  in  each 
year,  or  who  may  have  been  omitted  from  the  last  assessment, 
and  to  return  their  names,  Avith  the  amount  of  State  and  county 
tax  payable  by  each,  to  the  board  of  school  directors,  aa*1io  shall 
thereupon  assess  the  amount  of  school  tax  payable  by  such  per¬ 
sons,  which  tax  shall  be  collected  as  in  other  cases. 

Section  36.  That  as  soon  as  the  schools  of  any  district  have  Warrant  for  an- 
been  kept  open  and  in  operation  at  least  four  months  subsequent  n.aal  appropria¬ 
te  the  first  Monday  in  June  preceding,  the  president  of  the  tlon‘ 
board  of  directors,  or  controllers,  shall  certify  the  same  under 
oath  or  affirmation,  together  with  the  name  of  the  district  treas- 
urer  and  his  post  office  address,  to  the  county  superintendent, 
who  shall  immediately  forward  the  same  to  the  superintendent  of 
common  schools,  who  upon  the  receipt  of  the  same  shall  draw  his 
warrant  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the  whole  amount  such  dis¬ 
trict  is  entitled  to  recede  from  the  annual  State  appropriation : 

Provided ,  That  said  board  of  directors  or  controllers  shall  also 
haA'e  made  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  their  dis¬ 
tricts  as  directed  in  the  twenty-third  section  of  this  act.  And 
provided  also ,  That  the  foregoing  certificate  shall  have  been 
transmitted  to  the  superintendent  of  common  schools  within 
the  school  year  for  which  the  A\Tarrant  is  to  be  issued. 

IX. - COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENTS. 

Section  37.  That  there  shall  be  chosen  in  the  manner  here-  Duty  of  county 
inafter  directed,  an  officer  for  each  county  to  be  called  the  county  superintendent, 
superintendent.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  visit,  as  often  as  practi¬ 
cable,  the  several  schools  of  his  county,  and  to  note  the  course  and 
method  of  instruction  and  branches  taught,  and  to  ghre  such 
directions  in  the  art  of  teaching  and  the  method  thereof  in  each 
school,  as  to  him  (together  Avith  the  directors  or  controllers,)  shall 
be  deemed  expedient  and  necessary  ;  so  that  each  school  shall  be 
equal  to  the  grade  for  A\rhich  it  AATas  established,  and  that  there 
may  be,  as  far  as  practicable,  uniformity  in  the  course  of  studies 
in  schools  of  the  several  grades  respectively. 

Section  38.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  county  superintend- 
ent  to  see  that  in  eA^ery  district  there  shall  be  taught  orthography,  ° 
reading,  Avriting,  English  grammar,  geography  and  arithmetic,  as 
well  as  such  other  branches  as  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers 
may  require.  In  case  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers  shall 
fail  to  provide  competent  teachers  to  teach  the  several  branches 
above  specified,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  superintendent 
to  notify  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers,  in  Avriting,  of  their 
neglect,  and  in  case  provision  is  not  made  forthwith  for  teach¬ 
ing  the  branches  aforesaid,  to  report  such  facts  to  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Common  Schools,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  withhold 
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any  warrant  for  the  quota  of  such  district  of  the  annual  Stati 
appropriation,  until  the  county  superintendent  shall  notify  hiial 
that  competent  teachers  of  the  branches  aforesaid  have  beer 
employed.  And  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  board  nl 
directors  or  controllers  to  employ  such  competent  teachers  a* 
aforesaid,  for  one  month  after  such  notification  by  the  county 
superintendent  that  such  teachers  have  not  been  provided,  such 

I  district  shall  forfeit  absolutely  its  whole  quota  of  the  State  ap¬ 

propriation  for  that  year. 

Triennial  sonren-  Section  39.  That  the  school  directors  of  the  several  counties 
i...n  of  Jirwtora.  the  Commonwealth  shall  meet  in  convention,  at  the  seat  of 
justice  of  the  proper  county,  on  the  first  .Monday  of  June  next, 
and  on  the  first  Monday  of  May,  in  each  third  year  thereafter, 
nnd  select  viva  voce  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  di¬ 
rectors  present,  one  person  of  literary  and  scientific  acquirements, 
and  of  skill  and  experience  in  the  art  of  teaching,  as  county  super¬ 
intendent  for  the  three  succeeding  school  years;  and  the  school 
directors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  in  such  convention,  shall  deter¬ 
mine  tlie  amount  of  compensation  lor  the  county  superintendent, 
which  said  compensation  shall  he  paid  by  the  Superintendent  of 
Common  Schools,  by  his  warrant  drawn  upon  the  State  Treas¬ 
urer,  in  half  yearly  instalments  if  desired,  and  shall  be  deducted 
from  the  amount  of  the  State  appropriation  to  be  paid  to  the 
several  school  districts  for  said  count}', 
ntitio*  of  pn'xi-  Section  40.  That  it  shall  he  the  Mduty  of  the  president  and 
«iont  aud  •ocro-  secretary  of  the  triennial  convention  of  directors,  to  certify  to 
/  ***'  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  the  name  and  post 

office  address  of  the  person  elected  county  superintendent  in 
pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  .this  act,  and  those  of  all  the 
other  candidates  who  received  votes,  together  with  the  amount 
of  compensation  fixed  upon  by  said  convention.  Upon  the  receipt 
of  such  certificate,  if  no  valid  objection  be  made,  the  Superin¬ 
tendent  of  Common  Schools  shall  commission  the  person  so 
elected  for  the  term  of  three  years  ;  but  if  objection  be  made 
within  thirty  days  to  the  issuing  of  such  commission,  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  of  Common  Schools  may  require  such  evidence, 
under  oath  or  affirmation,  in  regard  to  the  election  or  qualifica¬ 
tions  of  the  person  elected  county  superintendent,  as  he  shall 
deem  necessary,  and  shall  then  issue  his  commission  to  the 
person  properly  qualified  who  shall  have  received  the  highest 
number  of  votes. 

Examination  of  Section  41.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  county  superin- 
KMclier*.  tendent  to  examine  all  the  candidates  for  the  profession  of 

teacher,  (in  the  presence  of  the  board  of  directors  or  controllers, 
should  they  desire  to  be  present,  to  whom  they  shall  first  apply 
in  his  county,)  and  to  give  each  person  found  qualified  a  certifi¬ 
cate,  setting  forth  the  branches  of  learning  he  or  she  is  capable 
of  teaching;  nnd  such  examination  and  certificate  shall  be  re¬ 
newed  as  often  as  any  such  teacher  shall  be  employed  in  teach¬ 
ing  any  branch  of  learning  other  than  those  enumerated  in  his 
or  her  certificate,  and  no  teacher  shall  be  employed  in  any 
school  to  teach  other  branches  than  those  set  forth  in  such  cer¬ 
tificate  of  said  teacher  :  Provided ,  That  the  county  superintendent 
may  annul  any  such  certilicate  given  by  him  or  his  predecessor 
in  office,  when  he  shall  think  proper,  giving  at  least  ten  day* 
previous  notice  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  teacher  holding  it, 
and  to  the  directors  and  controllers  of  the  district  iu  which  he 
or  she  may  he  employed 
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Section  42.  That  the  county  superintendents  shall  annually,  Reports  of  direc 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  June,  forward  to  the  Superin-  superintend n  f 
tendent  of  Common  Schools,  the  reports  of  the  several  school 
districts  of  their  respective  counties,  and  shall  also  themselves 
make  an  extended  report  of  the  condition  of  the  schools  under 
their  charge,  suggesting  such  improvements  in  the  school  sys¬ 
tem  as  they  may  deem  useful,  and  giving  such  other  informa¬ 
tion  in  regard  to  the  practical  operation  of  common  schools, 
and  the  laws  relating  thereto  as  may  be  deemed  of  public  inter¬ 
est. 

Section  43.  That  until  after~the  election  of  county  superin-  Notice  of  meeting 
tendents,  provided  for  in  this  act,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  of  triennial  con 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  by  publication  at  least ventl0D’ 
three  successive  weeks,  in  two  newspapers  for  each  county,  if 
so  many  there  be,  but  if  none  are  published  in  such  county, 
then  by  printed  notices  sent  by  mail  to  the  secretary  of  each 
hoard  of  directors  of  each  school  district  in  such  county,  of  the 
time  and  place  for  holding  the  triennial  convention  of  directors; 
who  shall  then  and  there  assemble,  and  select  a  presiding  Election  of  super 
officer  from  one  of  their  number,  and  the  directors  then  present  mtendent* 
shall  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  county  superintendent  in  the 
manner  hereinbefore  provided.  The  notice  that  shall  thereafter 
be  gnven  of  the  assembling  of  the  aforesaid  triennial  convention, 
shall  be  by  the  county  superintendent,  in  the  manner  above 
provided.  All  expenses  of  giving  notices,  directed  by  this  sec¬ 
tion,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  same  funds  as  the  salary  of  the 
county  superintendent. 

Section  44.  That  all  vacancies  in  the  office  of  county  super-  yaoandee. 
intendent  shall  be  filled  by  the  appointment  of  the  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Common  Schools,  until  the  next  triennial  convention  of 
directors;  when  any  existing  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  election 
in  the  usual  manner,  for  the  full  term  of  three  years. 


X. - PLANS  FOR  SCHOOL  BUILDINGS. 

Section  45.  That  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  Superintendent 
shall  be  authorized  to  employ  a  competent  person  or  persons  to  gc^ool^house^  ? 
submit  and  propose  plans  and  drawings  for  a  school  architecture 
for  different  grades  and  classes  of  school  buildings,  that  shall  be 
adapted  for  furnishing  good  light  and  healthful  ventilation;  and 
if  such  plans  and  drawings  are  approved  by  the  Superintendent 
of  Common  Schools,  he  is  hereby  directed  to  have  them  en¬ 
graved  and  printed,  with  full  specifications  and  estimates  for 
building  in  accordance  therewith,  and  shall  furnish  a  copy  of 
the  same  to  each  school  district. 


XI. — the  superintendent - HIS  POWERS  and  duties. 


Section  46.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  shall  Superintendent 
be  the  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  and  shall  possess  ms  auties' 
and  exercise  the  following  powers,  and  perform  the  following 
duties,  to  wit : 

I.  He  shall  decide  without  appeal,  and  without  cost  to  the 
parties,  all  controversies  or  disputes  that  may  arise  or  exist 
among  the  directors  or  controllers  of  any  district,  between  di¬ 
rectors  or  controllers  of  adjoining  districts,  or  between  collec¬ 
tors  or  treasurers  and  directors  or  controllers,  concernincr  the 
duties  of  their  respective  offices ;  the  facts  of  which  controver¬ 
sies  or  disputes  shall  be  made  known  to  him  by  written  state- 


To  settle  contro¬ 
versies. 
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To  prepare  and 
forward  blank 

forms. 


meats,  by  the  parties  thereto  acting  in  their  official  capacities,  ! 
verified  by  oath  or  affirmation  if  Tequired,  and  accompanied  by 
certified  copies  of  all  necessary  minutes,  contracts,  orders,  or 
other  documents. 

h.'Mil  give  ad  vice  IL  That  he  shall,  whenever  required,  give  advice,  explanation,  j 
an  t  information  construction  or  information  to  the  district  officers,  and  to  citi- 
'i * * (ti kc nL* * *0r"  zen8»  re^,lt*ve  to  the  common  school  law,  the  duties  of  common  • 
school  officers,  the  rights  and  duties  of  parents,  guardians, 
pupils,  and  all  others,  the  management  of  the  schools,  and  all 
other  questions  and  matters  calculated  to  promote  the  cause  of 
education. 

Pijjn  all  order*  on  IIL  He  shall  sign  all  orders  on  the  State  Treasurer  for  the 
atHto  tronBurcr .  ^  payment  of  such  moneys  to  the  treasurers  of  the  several  school 
districts  as  they  may  he  entitled  to  receive  from  the  State,  and 
for  all  other  moneys  to  be  paid  out  of  the  appropriation  to  com¬ 
mon  schools  made  hy  this  act. 

IV.  He  shall  prepare  blank  forms  for  the  annual  district  re¬ 
ports,  with  suitable  instructions  and  forms  for  conducting  the 
various  proceedings  and  details  of  the  system  in  a  uniform  and 
efficient  manner,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  county  superin¬ 
tendents,  who  shall  distribute  them  to  and  among  the  proper 
district  officers  of  their  respective  counties. 

V.  He  shall  prepare,  and  submit  to  the  Legislature,  an  annual 

report,  containing  a  full  account  of  the  condition  of  the  com¬ 
mon  schools  in  the  State,  the  expenditure  of  the  system  during 
the  year,  estimates  of  the  sums  requisite  for  the  ensuing  year, 
the  whole  number  of  pupils,  the  cost  of  teaching  each,  the  num¬ 
ber  of  districts,  plans  for  the  improvement  of  the  system,  and 
all  such  matters  relating  to  the  concerns  of  common  schools, 
and  to  the  duties  of  his  office,  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to 
communicate.  • 

VI  He  shall  provide  a  seal,  with  suitable  device,  for  the  use 
of  the  Department  of  Common  Schools,  by  which  copies  of  papers 
deposited  or  filed  therein,  and  all  official  acts  and  decisions  may 
be  authenticated  under  said  seal ;  and  when  so  authenticated, 
shall  be  evidence  equally  and  in  like  manner  as  the  originals : 
he  may  also  designate  and  appoint  one  of  the  clerks  employed 
by  him  to  be  his  general  deputy,  who  may  perform  all  the  duties 
of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools  in  case  of  his  absence, 
or  a  vacancy  in  his  office. 

VII.  He  shall  have  the  power  of  removing  any  county  super¬ 
intendent  for  neglect  of  duty,  incompetency  or  immorality,  and 
to  appoint  another  in  his  stead  until  the  next  triennial  conven¬ 
tion  of  directors. 


Report  to  Legis¬ 
lature. 


Seal. 


Deputy  superin¬ 
tendent. 


Power  to  remove 
county  superin¬ 
tendent. 


XII. - DUTIES  OF  COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

To  certify  num-  Section  47.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  commissioners  of 
ber  of  taxablcs.  each  county,  to  ascertain  triennially,  with  the  assistance  of  the 
respective  assessors,  the  exact  number  of  taxable  citizens  resid¬ 
ing  in  each  school  district  in  their  several  counties,  and  to  cer¬ 
tify  the  same  under  their  hands  and  seals  of  office  to  the  Super¬ 
intendent  of  Common  Schools,  who  is  hereby  directed  to  adopt 
the  number  of  taxables  thus  certified  to  him,  as  the  basis  of  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  State  appropriation,  which  said  certificates  shall 
be  prepared  and  transmitted  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of 
June  in  every  third  year,  commencing  with  the  first  Monday  of 
June,  Anno  Domini  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four; 
and  if  the  commissioners  of  any  county  shall  neglect  to  forward 
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su<ih  certificates  on  or  before  said  day,  the  superintendent  may 
in  such  case  adopt  the  number  of  taxables  set  forth  in  the  next 
preceding  certificate  or  return. 

Section  48.  That  if  any  error  in  the  certificate  of  taxables  Errors, 
shall  occur,  whereby  a  district  shall  receive  more  or  less  of  the 
State  appropriation  than  is  justly  due  said  district,  the  county 
commissioners  shall  have  authority,  and  they  are  hereby  required, 
immediately  to  forward  to  the  superintendent  a  correct  list  of 
taxables,  and  the  superintendent  shall  thereupon  make  it  the 
basis  of  the  appropriation  due  said  district. 

Section  49.  That  whenever  any  new  district  shall  be  formed  districts, 
in  any  county  of  this  Commonwealth,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
commissioners  thereof  to  certify  to  the  Superintendent  of  Com¬ 
mon  Schools,  before  the  commencement  of  the  next  succeeding 
school  year,  the  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  therein,  and  also 
the  number  in  the  district  or  districts  from  which  it  was  taken, 
separately,  according  to  the  last  preceding  triennial  enumera¬ 
tion  of  taxables  made  for  school  purposes,  so  that  the  whole  num¬ 
ber  in  such  new  district,  and  in  that  or  those  out  of  which  it 
»vas  taken,  being  added  together,  shall  be  neither  greater  nor  less 
than  the  number  that  was  therein  before  the  change  was  made, 
asjd  according  to  the  last  triennial  certificate  or  return  of  taxables 
thereof  made  by  said  commissioners. 

XIII. - GENERAL.  AND  REPEALING  SECTIONS. 

Section  50.  That  the  act  and  its  supplements  now  in  opera-  Nott®  apply  te 
;idii  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,  entitled  “  An  act  PiiiladelPkia- 
;o  provide  for  the  education  of  children  at  the  public  expense 
vithin  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia,”  are  declared  to  be 
Kincurrent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  are  in  no  wise  to 
)e  considered  as  altered,  amended  or  repealed,  except  so  far  that 
;he  said  city  and  county  shall  be  entitled  to  receive  their  due 
proportion  and  share  of  the  annual  State  appropriation,  nor  shall 
iflything  contained  in  this  act  be  deemed  and  taken  to  alter  or 
n  any  manner  to  interfere  with  the  system  of  public  schools 
aow  in  operation  in  the  said  city  and  county;  and  that  the  act 
xxtitled  “  An  act  relating  to  common  schools  of  the  city  of  Lan-  Not  t©  apply  te 
}$ster,”  approved  the  second  day  of  January,  Anno  Domini,  one  carlisfe^  ^ 
housand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  and  the  act  relative  to  the 
Kfmmon  schools  in  the  borough  of  Carlisle,  approved  April  fif¬ 
teenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty,  are  also  hereby 
scfritinued  in  full  force,  so  that  none  of  the  provisions  of  this  act 
shall  apply  to  said  city  or  borough,  except  such  as  are  not  in- 
:onsistent  with  the  provisions  of  those  acts. 

Section  51.  That  no  person  shall  hereafter  be  incompetent  to  Inhabitancy  ©? 
^ive  evidence  in  any  suit  or  action  in  which  any  school  dis-  dSricUaxPSt 
afict,  or  any  officer  thereof,  is  a  party,  for  or  on  account  of  said  to  disqualify  u 
3erson  being  an  inhabitant  of  the  district,  or  by  reason  of  his  Wltness* 

>eing  liable  to  the  payment  of  any  tax  in  which  said  school  dis- 
rict  may  be  interested. 

Section  52.  That  all  former  acts,  and  parts  of  acts,  relative  to 
;he  common  school  system  which  are  supplied  by  or  are  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  all  laws  relating  to 
3r  creating  independent  districts,  or  authorizing  the  establish- 
nent  of  sub-districts,  and  the  appointment  of  committees,  are 
rereby  repealed. 
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Section  53.  That  the  twenty-third  section  of  the  act  entitled 
uAn  act  regulating  Boroughs,”  approved  April  third,  one  thou¬ 
sand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-one,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  re¬ 
pea  Id. 

Section  54.  That  immediately  after  the  passage  of  this  act, 
the  Superintendent  shall  prepare  and  have  printed  and  forward 
six  copies  of  it  to  the  secretary  of  each  board  of  directors,  and 
one  copy  to  the  commissioners  of  each  county  in  the  State. 

E.  B.  CHASE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
M.  M’CASLIN, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate 

Approved  —  The  eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifty-four. 

\VM.  BIGLER. 


A  SUPPLEMENT  TO  AN  ACT,  ENTITLED  “AN  ACT  FOR  THE  REGU¬ 
LATION  AND  CONTINUANCE  OF  A  SYSTEM  OF  EDUCATION  1BY 
COMMON  SCHOOLS/' 


Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly 
met ,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same ,  Th£t 
the  report  of  the  county  superintendent,  as  provided  for  by  the 
forty-second  section  of  the  act  for  the  regulation  and  continuance 
of  a  System  of  Education  by  Common  Schools,  passed  at  the 
present  session,  shall  be  made  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of 
August,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  June,  in  each  and  every  year 
thereafter;  and  so  much  of  the  said  act  as  abolishes  independent 
districts  at  present  established  under  special  acts  of  Assembly, 
shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty-five. 

E.  B.  CHASE, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives . 

M.  M’CASLIN, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 


Approved — The  eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty-four. 


WM.  BIGLER. 
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|l  further  supplement  to  an  act  for  the  regulation  and 

CONTINUANCE  OF  A  SYSTEM  OF  EDUCATI«N  BY  COMMON 
SCHOOLS,  APPRtVED  THE  EIGHTH  DAY  OF  MAY,  ANNf  DOMINI 
ONE  THtUSAND  EIGHT  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY-FOUR. 

INDEPENDENT  DISTRICTS,  HOW  CONTINUED. 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Represen -  jn^epen(JeBt  di?. 
atives  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  tricts  continued 
%et,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  June 
o  much  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement,  as  abolishes 
independent  districts  at  present  established  under  special  acts  of 
ssembly,  shall  not  take  effect  until  the  first  day  of  June,  one 
hbusand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Section  2.  That  the  continuance  of  independent  districts  Courts  of  «ommos 
eyond  the  period  named  in  the  foregoing  section,  may  be  allow- 
d,  when  on  the  application  of  the  directors  of  any  such  district  ing  independent 
o  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  in  districts  perma- 
vhich  any  portion  of  said  district  may  be  located,  setting  forth  and^detenSe^ 
he  necessity  for  its  continuance,  the  said  judges  may,  after  rights  of  property 
areful  consideration,  decree  the  same;  and  that  in  all  cases 
/here  the  said  court  shall  refuse  to  allow  a  further  continuance 
f  any  such  district,  they  shall  be  authorized  and  required,  also, 
o  determine  the  rights  of  property  vested  in  the  several  school 
oards  in  any  such  district,  and  make  proper  disposition  of  the  Ten  days’  noma 
ame :  Provided ,  That  the  board  of  school  directors  of  the  re<luire£i- 
own  ships  out  of  which  any  such  applying  independent  school 
istrict  may  be  formed,  shall  have  received  ten  days’  notice  of 
he  proposed  application,  and  of  the  time  and  place  of  hearing. 

Section  3.  That  the  assessors  in  each  and  every  township,  . 

/here  any  portion  of  said  township  maybe  included  within  the  signate  the  taia- 
irrrits  of  an  independent  school  district,  shall  write  on  their  bles  in  indepec- 
lydicates,  opposite  to  the  names  of  the  persons  residing  within  ^en  conSnuU 
aid  independent  district,  the  letters  I.  D.,  for  the  information 
f  the  collector  of  said  tax  and  the  county  commissioners. 

Section  d.  That  in  all  cases  in  which  school  directors  of  in-  New  director 
ependent  districts  have  not  been  chosen  at  the  recent  spring  he  elected  in  ex- 
lections,  or  on  the  day  specially  fixed  by  law,  it  shall  be  lawful  deS^istrSs^te 
or  the  qualified  voters  of  any  such  district,  to  meet  at  their  old  directors  e** 
sual  place  of  holding  similar  elections,  ten  days’  notice  thereof  ^ued. 
aving  been  given  by  the  late  president  of  the  proper  board,  and 
hall  elect  two  persons  to  serve  as  school  directors  for  the  ensu- 
ng  year ;  and  the  remaining  members  and  officers  of  the  board 
/ho  would  have  continued  in  office  under  the  provisions  of  the 
upplement  to  the  school  law  of  May  eighth,  one  thousand  eight 
unbred  and  fifty-four,  be  and  they  are  hereby  continued  in 
dice  until  the  expiration  of  the  terms  for  which  they  were 
riginally  elected  ;  the  said  elections  shall  be  held  and  conduct- 
d  in  the  same  manner  and  by  the  same  persons  heretofore 
uthorized  by  law. 
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Twenty  taxahlfi 
miry  pot ii ion  Ur 
creation  of  a  new 
imlopondcBt  du- 
t<iol. 

CovrtJ  of  quarter 
••vwinnfl  nuihor- 
izc<l  to  appoint 
ootuminioners  to 
vio>r  nnil  nmko 
report,  as  in  tho 
eiwe  of  new  town- 
rhi \»i. 


Proviso  for  costs 
*ml  fees. 


Newly  created 
district  to  be  sub¬ 
ject  to  tho  third 
arid  fourth  sec¬ 
tions  of  the  .act  of 
Way  8, 1854. 


Courts  of  quarter 
sessions  to  deter¬ 
mine  rights  of 
prqperty  to  decree 
payment  of  mo¬ 
ney  in  nature  of 
a  judgment,  reco¬ 
verable  undor  the 
t  wenty-lirst  sec¬ 
tion  of  the  act  of 
Way  8,  1854. 


County  commis¬ 
sioners  to  cause 
separate  assess¬ 
ment.  for  school 
tax  in  new  dis¬ 
tricts,  and  send 
superintendent  of 
Conmon  Schools 
iivt  of  taxablc9. 


Pay  of  as  sowers. 


MEW  INDEPENDENT  DISTRICTS,  HOW  CREATED. 


Section  5.  That  upon  petition  of  not  less  than  twenty  taxable 
inhabitants  of  any  township  or  townships,  desiring  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  the  territory  upon  which  they  reside,  into  a  separate  and 
independent  common  school  district,  and  setting  forth  the  bounds 
•  f  such  proposed  district,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the 
proper  county,  shall  appoint  commissioners  to  view  the  premises 
and  report  to  the  court  at  its  next  term,  the  lines  of  the  proposed 
new  district,  either  according  to  the  hounds  set  forth  in  the  peti¬ 
tion,  or  to  such  other  bounds  as  they  shall  think  more  advisable, 
together  with  their  opinion  on  the  expediency  of  establishing 
or  not  establishing  the  same,  the  proceedings  upon  which  peti¬ 
tion,  commission  and  report,  and  the  final  disposition  thereof 
shall,  in  all  other  respects,  be  according  to  the  act  of  assembly 
now  in  force,  relative  to  the  erection  of  new  townships  :  Provi¬ 
ded,  That  if  said  proceedings  result  in  the  establishment  of  a 
new  common  school  district,  the  cost  of  the  commission  and  the 
office  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  new  district,  but  if  otherwise, 
said  costs  and  fees  shall  be  paid  by  the  petitioners  themselves. 

Section  6.  That  whenever  a  new  district  shall  be  erected 
according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  become,  to  all 
intents  and  purposes  of  the  common  school  system  of  the  state, 
a  separate  and  independent  district,  subject,  however,  to  the 
provisions  of  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  act  to  which 
this  is  a  supplement;  and  the  proper  court  of  quarter  sessions 
shall  moreover  determine,  on  hearing,  whether  an  undue  pro¬ 
portion  of  the  real  estate  and  school  houses  belonging  to  the 
old  district  or  districts  are  within  the  bounds  of  the  new  dis¬ 
trict,  and  if  so,  how  much  money  shall  be  paid  therefor  by  the  , 
new  to  the  old  district  or  districts,  and  in  what  proportions  and 
at  what  time  ;  and  vice  versa  if  less  than  its  due  share  of  real 
estate  or  school  houses  is  within  said  new  district,  how  much 
shall  be  paid  to  it  by  the  old  district  or  districts,  and  in  what 
proportions  and  at  what  times  ;  the  order  for  the  payment  of 
which  several  sums  shall,  from  the  date  thereof,  be  in  the  nature 
of  a  judgment,  and  the  amount  recoverable  according  to  the 
provisions  of  the  twenty-first  section  of  the  act  to  which  this 
is  a  supplement. 

Section  7.  That  at  the  next  annual  assessment  after  the  erec¬ 
tion  of  any  such  new  common  school  district,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  county  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  to  cause 
a  separate  assessment  of  the  subjects  and  things  liable  to  schbol 
tax  in  each  portion  of  the  new  district  lying  within  his  proper 
township  to  be  made  out  by  the  proper  assessor  thereof,  and  to 
be  returned  to  them,  wherefrom,  after  adjustment,  they  shall 
cause  to  be  made  a  correct  copy  of  the  assessment  thus  ob¬ 
tained,  in  every  portion  of  the  new  district,  and  shall  furnish 
the  same  to  the  secretary  thereof,  in  accordance  with  the  twenty- 
ninth  section  of  the  act  to  which  this  is  a  supplement ;  and  they 
shall,  in  like  manner  and  at  the  same  time,  cause  to  be  made  out 
and  furnished  to  the  state  superintendent  of  common  schools,  a 
full  list  of  all  the  taxable  inhabitants  of  said  new  district,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  provisions  of  the  forty-ninth  section  of  the  act  ta 
which  this  is  a  supplement;  and  they  shall  pay  out  of  the 
county  funds  to  said  assessors,  the  usual  compensation  for  the 
services  enjoined  by  this  section. 
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Section  8.  That  the  state  superintendent  of  common  schools  stat0  gupen^en- 
shefll,  on  the  application  of  the  boards  of  directors  of  a  majority  dent  to  call  md- 
#f  the  school  districts  in  any  county  of  this  commonwealth,  7ent,10n.  ot  ^peo* 
stating  their  desire  to  increase  the  salary  ot  the  county  super-  salary  of  county 
intendent,  fixed  at  any  of  the  periods  named  in  the  thirty-ninth  superintendent, 
section  of  the  school  law  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four,  or  at  any  subsequent  triennial  convention  of  directors, 
appoint  the  time  and  place  of  re-assembling  of  the  convention 
#f  directors,  who  shall  have  all  the  powers  conferred  by  the  said 
thirty-ninth  section. 

PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 

Section  9.  That  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  shall  be  Pennsylvania 
recognized  as  the  official  organ  of  the  department  of  common  ^officil^r^an  @ 
schools  of  this  commonwealth,  in  which  the  current  decisions  of  State  superin- 
made  by  the  superintendent  of  common  schools  shall  be  pub-  ten<lept,  ancl 

c x  contain  current 
iistied  free  of  charge,  together  with  all  official  circulars  and  decisions,  circu- 

such  other  letters  of  explanation  and  instruction  as  he  may  find  lars,  explana- 
it  necessary  or  advisable  to  issue  from  time  to  time,  including  tlons’  c' 
his  annual  report ;  and  the  superintendent  is  hereby  authorized  One  copy  to  each 
to  subscribe  for  one  copy  of  said  School  Journal,  to  be  sent  to  t»oard  of  d.irector= 
each  board  of  school  directors  in  the  state,  for  public  use,  and 
charge  the  cost  thereof  to  the  contingent  expenses  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  common  schools. 

BOROUGHS  AND  TOWNSHIPS  SEPARATED. 


Section  10.  That  all  boroughs  and  townships  now  con-  Certa!n  borough* 

neeted  in  the  assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies,  shall  here-  and  townships  to 

after  he  separate  and  independent  of  each  other  in  the  assess-  be  hereafter  sepa- 
c  .  j  i  i  t  r  it  ii  rate  in  assessment 

ment  ot  said,  rates  and  levies,  and  tor  school  purposes  ;  and  the  #f  county  rates 

respective  townships  and  boroughs  so  separated,  shall  elect  their  and  levies,  and 

own  assessors  and  other  officers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  exer-  school  purpo- 

cise  the  same  powers  and  authority  as  are  now  exercised  by 

township  assessors  generally,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in 

relation  to  the  assessment  of  county  rates  and  levies. 

LIMITATION  OF  TAXABLE  SUBJECTS* 


Section  11.  That  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  the  act  to  which  <-cjlooltaxlimitei 
this  is  a  supplement,  shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize  the  taxa-  to  subjects  cerfi  1 
tion  of  any  object  or  property,  for  school  purposes,  which  shall  fled  by  «ounty 
not  be  contained  in  the  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valuation  of  comraissioner3 
proper  subjects  and  things  made  taxable  for  state  or  county 
purposes,  furnished  to  the  board  of  directors,  or  controllers,  by 
the  county  commissioners. 


SCHOOL  OFFICERS,  HOW  EXEMPTED. 

Section  12.  That  tax  collectors  are  township,  ward  or  bor¬ 
ough  officers,  within  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  general  ®°kooi  direotors 
school  law  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-nine,  and  one  exempted  from 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four,  and  that  school  directors  serving  as  tax 
and  treasurers  of  the  school  fund  were  and  are  exempt  from  Gellectors- 
serving  as  such  collectors,  within  the  meaning  of  said  acts. 
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t  ioci  for  IBM,  ’55 
to  be  p:ii<l  out  i«r 
lew  than  four 
month*  schooling- 


APPROPRIATION  FOR  1855,  HOW  P^ID. 

Section  13.  That  the  superintendent  of  common  schools  b 
authorized  and  directed  to  pay  out  the  state  appropriation  to  th< 
respective  school  districts,  for  this  present  school  year,  in  al 
cases  where  bona  fide  efforts  have  been  made  to  comply  witl 
die  provisions  of  the  law  requiring  the  schools  to  be  kept  opei 
four  months,  but  failed  from  want  of  teachers  or  timely  know 
ledge  of  the  late  law,  or  other  cause  which  shall  be  deemw 
just  and  satisfactory  to  the  superintendent. 

'  HENRY  K.  STRONG, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

WM.  M.  HIESTER, 

Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved — The  eighth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  huu 
dred  and  fifty-five. 


JAS.  POLLOCK. 
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SYNOPSIS  OF  THE  LAW. 


The  following  brief  synopsis  of  the  law  is  inserted  for  convenient  refer¬ 
ence  : 

I.  Boroughs  and  Cities  heretofore  divided  into  wards,  will  hereafter  com¬ 
pose  single  districts. 

II.  All  Districts  are  hereafter  to  have  capacity  as  bodies  corporate,  to  sue 
&nr<J  be  sued  by  their  corporate  name,  &c.,  and  may  borrow  money  to  pur¬ 
chase  ground  or  build  school  houses :  Provided ,  Their  indebtedness  shall  never 
exceed  one-half  of  one  per  cent,  of  the  assessed  value  of  the  real  estate  of  the 
district  making  the  loan. 

III.  Treasurers  must  hereafter  settle  their  annual  accounts  with  the  Direc¬ 
tory,  instead  of  the  Township  Auditors,  as  heretofore. 

IV.  Directors  are  required  to  make  their  annual  reports  to  the  County  Su¬ 
perintendents,  instead  of  the  State  Superintendent,  as  heretofore.  They  will 
also  receive  their  blanks  from  the  County  Superintendents, 

V.  Directors  are  required  to  establish  separate  schools  for  negro  and  mulatto 
pufjfils.  (See  Section  24.) 

VI.  The  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  new  law  requires  Directors  and  Teachers 
so  meet  annually,  in  each  District,  before  the  opening  of  the  Schools,  and  at 
such  meeting  the  former  are  required  to  select  a  series  of  books  to  be  used  in 
the  Schools  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  prohibits  the  use  of  any  other  books  in 
the  Schools  for  said  period. 

VII.  County  Superintendents,  &c.,  are  prohibited  from  selling  school  books, 
«r  promoting  their  sale. 

VIII.  Teachers  are  required  to  make  monthly  reports  to  the  Directors,  which 
must  be  filed  by  the  Secretary,  and  shall  always  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of 
the  citizens  of  the  District ;  and  the  Directors  are  prohibited  from  paying 
the  salary  of  a  Teacher  until  such  report  is  made. 

IX.  All  subjects  and  things  taxable  for  State  or  County  purposes  are  made 
taxable  for  School  purposes,  under  the  limitation  in  the  11th  section  of  the 
supplement. 

X-  School  tax  is  limited  to  the  amount  authorized  to  be  assessed  an  the 
mnw  objects,  persons  and  property  for  State  and  County  purposes,  but  the  tax 
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upon  trades  professions  and  occupations,  and  upon  single  men,  (when  taxa¬ 
ble  at  all,)  must  be  at  least  fifty  cents.  Directors  will  observe  that  this  restric- 
t  ion  docs  not  limit  them  to  the  amount  that  is  assessed  for  State  and  County 
purposes  upon  objects  of  taxation,  but  to  the  amount  authorized  to  be  assessed 
upon  them .  The  amount  of  State  tax  authorized  to  be  assessed  on  those  ob¬ 
jects,  is  three  mills  per  dollar,  and  county  taxes  are  limited  to  one  per  cent. 
The  highest  amount,  therefore,  “  authorized  to  be  assessed”  for  School  taxes, 
is  thirteen  mills  per  dollar.  This  is  exclusive  of  the  tax  authorized  to  be  as¬ 
sessed  by  Section  33. 

XI.  Directors  are  authorized  to  appoint  any  citizen  to  collect  the  school 
tax,  and  to  fix  the  compensation  of  the  collector  at  any  sum  not  exceeding 
five  per  cent  on  the  money  collected.  If  no  one  will  voluntarily  accept  the 
appointment  of  collector,  the  Directors  may  appoint  the  Constable  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict  to  that  duty,  who  shall  forfeit  fifty  dollars  upon  refusal  to  accept  it. 

XII.  The  thirty-sixth  section  requires  the  Schools  to  be  kept  in  operation 
four  months  before  the  District  will  be  entitled  to  receive  its  proportion  of 
the  State  Appropriation. 

XIII.  The  thirty-seventh  to  the  forty-fourth  sections  relate  to  the  election 
of  County  Superintendents,  and  define  their  duties. 

XIV.  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Geography  and 
Aritlunetic,  are  required  to  be  taught  in  every  District. 

XV.  All  Teachers  should  hereafter  be  examined  by  the  County  Superinten¬ 
dents;  and  before  being  employed  by  Directors  should  produce  a  certificate 
from  the  Superintendent  of  the  county  in  which  he  or  she  proposes  to  teach. 

XVI.  No  material  change  is  made  in  regard  to  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  State  Superintendent,  except  that  he  is  authorized  to  appoint  a  Deputy, 
and  to  remove  County  Superintendents  from  office  for  neglect  of  duty,  incom¬ 
petency  or  immorality,  and  to  fill  any  vacancy  by  appointment  until  the  next 
trieimial  meeting  of  the  Directors. 

XVII.  Sub-districts  are  totally  abolished  ;  and  no  appropriations  authorized 
to  Academies,  and  endowed  or  sectarian  schools. 

THE  SUPPLEMENT 

I.  Authorizes  the  courts  to  continue  existing  independent  districts,  and 
create  new  ones. 

II.  Provides  for  increase  of  salary  of  County  Superintendents. 

III.  Makes  the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal  the  official  organ  of  the  School 

Department. 

IV.  Limits  taxable  subjects  to  the  certificate  of  the  c#unty  commissioners, 
and  exempts  school  officers  from  serving  as  tax  collectors. 


DECISIONS, 

EXPLANATIONS  AND  INSTRUCTIONS 


OF  THE 


SUPERINTENDENT. 
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DECISIONS  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 
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ASSESSOR  AND  ASSESSMENT. 
(See  School  Tax  I ;  and  IV,  40.) 


COMMON  SCHOOL  SYSTEM. 

1.  School  System  not  subject  to  a  vote  of  the  people. — An  idea  prevails  in 
some  localities  that  the  provision  of  the  old  law,  authorizing  the  voters  of 
each  District  to  decide  by  an  election  whether  the  Common  School  System 
shall  be  continued,  is  still  in  force.  This  is  an  error.  The  law  of  1849  es¬ 
tablished  the  system  permanently  in  every  District  in  the  State,  and  the  act 
•f  1854  continues  it  in  force. 

In  establishing  a  system  of  Common  Schools,  the  Legislature  were  only 
obeying  the  imperative  injunctions  of  the  Constitution  of  Pennsylvania. 
Aside  from  this  mandate,  their  necessity  and  importance  are  obvious  and  in¬ 
controvertible.  Virtue,  intelligence  and  truth,  are  the  foundation  of  our  re¬ 
public  ;  and  not  the  mere  parchment  on  which  our  Constitution  and  laws  are 
inscribed.  By  these  our  institutions  must  and  can  be  preserved  ;  without 
thorn,  they  must  perish.  Ignorance  is  not  the  mother  of  patriotism  or  of  re¬ 
publics  ;  but  the  enemy  and  destroyer  of  both.  Education,  in  its  enlighten¬ 
ing,  elevating  and  reforming  influences,  in  the  full  power  of  its  benifieent 
results,  should  therefore  be  encouraged  by  the  State.  Not  that  mere  intel¬ 
lectual  culture  that  leaves  the  mind  a  moral  waste,  unfit  to  understand  the 
duties  of  the  man  or  citizen  ;  but  that  truer  education — based  upon  the  judi¬ 
cially  established  fact  that  Christianity  is  the  law  of  the  land,  and  directed 
and  controlled  by  sound  and  elevated  moral  principle — that  recognizes  the 
Bible  as  the  foundation  of  true  knowledge,  as  the  text-book  alike  of  the  child 
and  the  statesman,  and  as  the  great  charter  and  bulwark  of  civil  and  religious 
freedom.  The  knowledge  thus  acquired  is  the  power  conservative  of  States 
and  nations ;  more  potent  in  its  energy  to  uphold  the  institutions  of  freedom, 
and  the  rights  of  man,  than  armies  and  navies  in  their  proudest  strength. 
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it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  these  educational  blessings  are  not  the 
heritage  of  the  few,  but  the  many  ;  and  that  our  Common  Schools  afford  the 
onbj  means  of  education  for  the  great  mass  of  the  rising  generation.  What¬ 
ever  influence  the  higher  institutions  of  learning  have  had,  or  shall  have  in 
the  diilusion  of  human  knowledge,  it  is  to  the  Common  Schools,  the  “  people’s 
colleges,”  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  must  look  for  the  advantages  and 
blessings  of  education.  At  least  nine-tenths  of  the  children  of  both  sexes,  if 
they  cannot  obtain  an  education  in  the  Common  Schools  of  their  own  District, 
fitted  to  prepare  them  for  usefulness  and  good  citizenship,  must  go  out  ini© 
the  world  without  preparation,  and  without  the  mental  training  that  is  essential 
to  enable  them  to  preserve  and  transmit  the  blessings  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty.  The  cause  of  Common  Schools  viewed  in  this  light,  rises  to  an  hn- 
portance  that  should  command  the  attention  and  enlist  the  sympathies  and 
co-operation  of  every  one  who  fears  God  and  loves  hi3  neighbor.  The  agri¬ 
cultural,  mechanical  and  laboring  classes,  the  true  stamina  of  a  common¬ 
wealth,  will  realize  in  the  Common  Schools  a  surer  power  than  wealth  itself. 
In  these  humble,  though  mighty  agencies,  labor  will  find  the  secret  of  its 
power,  and  the  means  of  elevating  itself  to  that  just  and  honorable  position 
intended  by  the  Creator. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  there  are  still  those  who  are  so  blind  to  their  own 
true  interests,  as  to  oppose  any  system  that  would  call  upon  them  for  tax^s, 
and  would  be  hostile  to  any  system  of  education,  unless  they  were  specially 
exempt  from  taxation.  There  are  those,  who  even  in  this  day  and  generation 
of  activity  and  progress,  of  cultivation  and  refinement,  who  bravely  deny  the 
right  to  tax  them  for  the  purpose  of  educating  the  children  of  others — for  the 
support  of  schools  to  which  perhaps  they  have  no  children  to  send.  And  it 
seems  useless  to  reply  to  such  that  they  and  their  property  are  protected  by 
laws  which  emanate  from  the  entire  people — or  that  they  contribute  willingly 
their  taxes  for  the  construction  of  roads  and  bridges  and  public  highways 
over  which  possibly  they  never  travel — or  for  the  erection  of  court  houses, 
prisons  and  houses  of  refuge,  which  they  never  enter,  or  in  which  they  have 
no  direct  personal  interest.  And  yet,  how  much  greater  is  their  interest  ia 
the  education  of  the  rising  generation;  because  in  the  moral  and  intellectual 
culture  of  society,  more  than  in  the  strong  arm  of  the  law,  do  they  find  the 
surest  security  for  the  safety  and  protection  of  themselves  and  property. — 
How  vastly  more  important  is  it  to  property  holders  than  to  any  other  class  of 
citizens,  that  voters  should  be  intelligent,  the  better  to  select  trust- worthy 
law  makers!  And  how  little  would  be  the  gain,  a  few  years  hence,  to  h&ve 
saved  a  little  School  tax,  yet  lose  their  life  or  liberty,  or  the  title  to  tbfeir 
farm,  through  the  stupidity  or  unenlightened  prejudices  of  some  ignorant 
juror,  whom  their  money,  a  few  years  before,  might  have  fitted  in  the  Cdm- 
mon  Schools,  for  the  active,  responsible  duties  of  life!  The  law  never  infer- 
poses  to  prevent  the  perpetration  of  offence,  except  by  way  of  example — never 
exhorts  or  entreats.  Its  only  mission  is  to  detect  and  punish,  or  to  reform 
through  punishment.  But  education,  moral  and  intellectual,  like  an  angel  of 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT. 


29 

mercy,  precedes  the  action  of  the  law,  and  enables  the  young-  to  guard  against 
the  temptations  that  might  otherwise  beset  them  through  life.  Has  it  ever 
struck  the  minds  of  such,  that  just  in  proportion  as  we  diffuse  the  blessings  of 
education,  we  lessen  the  public  expenditures  for  the  administration  of  justice — 
for  the  support  of  jails  and  penitentiaries  'l  It  could  be  demonstrated  to  them, 
if  demonstration  would  avail,  that  ignorance  ever  has  been,  aud  ever  will  be 
the  prolific  source  of  crime  ,*  that  the  higher  the  standard  of  religious,  moral  and 
intellectual  culture  of  a  community,  the  less  pauperism  to  be  supported,  and 
the  less  vice  and  crime  to  be  detected  and  punished  at  public  expense.  A 
glance  at  the  criminal  statistics,  should  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  those  who  re¬ 
gard  their  money  as  thrown  away  when  applied  to  educational  purposes,  of 
the  appalling  agency  of  ignorance  in  filling  up  our  prisons,  poor  houses  and 
houses  of  refuge.  The  startling  disproportion  of  those  committed  to  these 
institutions,  who  can  neither  read  nor  write,  as  compared  with  those  who 
have  had  some  educational  training,  can  be  explained  in  no  other  way,  than 
by  attributing  it  to  the  fact  that  ignorance,  under  all  circumstances,  is  trifiy 
the  parent  of  crime. 


COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

1.  Duties  of  County  Commissioners. — The  duties  of  County  Commissioners 
are  prescribed  by  sections  29,  47,  48  and  49,  of  the  law  of  1854,  and  sections 
3  and  7  of  the  Supplement,  and  a  writ  of  mandamus  is  the  remedy  for  neglect 
©r  refusal  on  their  part. 

£.  County  Commissioners  refusing  to  furnish  adjusted  valuation. — When 
County  Commissioners  refuse  to  furnish  the  copy  of  the  last  adjusted  valua¬ 
tion  of  taxable  subjects  and  things  provided  for  in  the  29th  section  of  the 
law  of  1854,  the  proper  legal  remedy  is  for  Directors  to  apply  to  the  court  ot 
Common  Pleas  of  the  proper  county,  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  per¬ 
formance  of  their  duty  in  the  premises. 


COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

(See  Teachers.) 

1.  Duty  and  pay  of  County  Superintendents. — The  office  of  County  Su¬ 
perintendent  is  one  of  limited  legal  power ,  but,  when  properly  filled,  of  vast 
influence  and  capability  for  good  ;  and  is  regarded  by  the  Department,  and 
experienced  friends  of  education,  as  the  right  arm  of  the  system.  Its  scope 
and  character  are  not  to  be  judged  of  solely  by  the  meagre  letter  of  the  law, 
or  the  imperfect,  yet,  in  most  cases,  highly  serviceable  operations  of  the  first 
year.  Under  the  instructions  of  the  Department  and  the  necessities  of  the  sys¬ 
tem,  it  is  one  of  the  most  laborious  offices  in  the  State  j  none  more  so.  The 
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visitation  of  Schools  ;  the  examination  of  Teachers;  correspondence  with  the 
Department  and  Districts;  the  gathering  of  a  mass  of  statistical  information 
not  comprised  in  the  District  reports;  the  formation  and  instruction  of  Teach¬ 
ers’  Institutes  and  Associations  ;  nrousing  public  interest  in  the  cause  of  edu¬ 
cation  by  lectures  and  addresses  ;  the  preparation  of  reports  to  the  Department ; 
the  amicable  settlement  of  local  disputes,  when  requested  ;  the  gathering  and 
transmission  of  documentary  and  other  evidence,  on  both  sides  of  diflicullWs 
that  can  only  be  settled  by  the  Department ;  and  other  miscellaneous  duties, 
requires — in  all  but  the  smaller  counties — the  whole  time  and  service  of  the 
Superintendent,  to  the  exclusion  ef  other  pursuits,  and  of  other  means  of  live¬ 
lihood.  The  office  is,  in  many  respects,  not  inferior  in  character  and  rea; 
importance  to  that  of  president  judge  ;  yet,  in  the  medium  and  larger  coun¬ 
ties,  the  labor,  care,  anxiety,  exposure  and  official  expenses,  are  much  greaten — 
while  the  highest  salary  is  much  below  that  office.  To  do  all  this  faithfully 
and  well,  requires  an  adequate  salary  ;  but  in  many  counties  it  is  not  high,  and 
in  others  it  has  been  put  at  an  absurdly  low  figure.  Under  the  8th  section  of 
the  Supplement,  Directors  have  the  power  to  remedy  this  evil,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  that  it  be  done,  so  that  the  most  may  be  made  out  of  the  working 
forces  in  the  field.  There  need  be  no  fear  that  the  money  will  not  be  fairly 
earned.  The  Department  will  see  to  that.  It  requires  at  least  three  years 
for  a  new  movement  of  this  kind  to  prove  its  merits  and  show  what  it  can  do  : 
and  the  two  coming  years  will  be  years  of  hard  work.  The  out-come,  it  is 
not  doubted,  will  prove  that  there  can  be  no  backward  shadow  on  the  Com¬ 
mon  School  dial.  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  generally  like  to  have  the  worth 
of  their  money.  It  will  be  the  aim  of  the  Department,  and  of  County  Super¬ 
intendents,  to  see  that  this  object  is  fully  realized  so  far  as  the  Common 
School  System  is  concerned.  But  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  fruit*  o 
educational  efforts  are  of  slow  growth  ;  and  not  as  sudden,  or  palpable  to  the 
senses,  as  new  clearings,  or  railroad  and  canal  embankments.  And  in  many 
instances  Directors  and  others,  who  complain  most,  have  taken  the  lean 
pains  to  inform  themselves  as  to  what  is  done,  or  what  progress  has  been 
made. 

The  office  of  County  Superintendent,  although  noval  here,  had  been  tried 
elsewhere  with  the  most  striking  and  beneficial  results.  In  New  York  espe¬ 
cially,  an  institution  quite  similar  in  design  and  the  nature  ofj  its  duties,  and 
differing  only,  perhaps,  in  the  mode  of  appointment,  had  done  more  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  cause  of  education  by  common  schools,  during  the  period  it  was 
permitted  to  exist,  than  all  other  causes  combined.  It  was  regarded  by  the 
most  active  and  accomplished  of  the  Superintendents  of  that  State,  as  “the 
vitality  of  their  system,  and  the  only  efficient  means  of  enforcing  a  healthy 
and  uniform  administration  of  the  law,  and  of  obtaining  with  any  degree  of 
accuracy,  those  statistical  details  iji  reference  to  the  practical  operation  of  the 
system,  of  so  great  value  to  the  Department,  the  Legislature,  and  the  public.” 
“And  when  borne  down  by  public  clamor,”  resulting  from  an  unclean  alliance 
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with  politics,  and  other  interests,  the  office  was  abolished,  in  opposition  to  the 
epinions  and  wishes  of  “  the  successive  Heads  of  the  Department,  the  several 
committees  of  the  Legislature  charged  with  the  supervision  of  the  interests 
•f  public  instruction,  and  of  the  great  body  of  the  most  enlightened  friends 
of  education  throughout  the  State,”  the  act  was  regarded  as  most  disastrous 
to  the  prosperity  of  the  common  school  system.  Up  to  that  period,  its  pro¬ 
gress  had  been  uninterruptedly  onward,  and  the  “  abolition  of  the  office  ol 
County  Superintendent,  was  the  first  retrograde  step  in  its  history.”  During 
the  last  winter,  steps  were  taken  in  New  York,  looking  towards  the  restoration 
«f  this  office  5  and  in  Louisiana  and  other  States,  the  same  tendency  is 
strongly  manifesting  itself. 

In  this  State,  the  creation  of  the  office  was  doubtless  impelled  by  the  abso¬ 
lute  necessity  of  doing  something  to  rescue  the  Common  Schools  from  the 
apathy  and  indifference,  if  not  opposition  and  ill  feeling,  which  seemed  to 
brood  over  them,  and  impair  or  destroy  their  efficiency.  As  a  whole,  the 
system  was  perhaps  flourishing,  especially  as  compared  with  former  educa¬ 
tional  movements.  Still  it  could  not  be  disguised  or  concealed  from  those 
who  looked  beneath  the  surface  into  the  actual  working  of  the  law,  that  the 
results  were  not  such  as  were  contemplated  by  the  Constitution,  or  that  did 
justice  either  to  the  liberality  of  the  people  or  the  labors  of  the  friends  of 
education.  The  poor  were  not  taught ,  nor  were  the  “  arts  and  sciences  pro¬ 
moted,”  in  the  true  sense  of  that  admirable  injunction.  In  many  parts  of 
the  State  the  schools  were  flourishing,  but  in  too  many  others  they  exhibited 
a  species  of  still  life  existence,  without  the  vitality  of  a  single  healthy  pulsa¬ 
tion.  In  many  districts  no  schools  were  opened,  no  taxes  were  levied,  or,  if 
levied,  were  used  as  a  mere  pretext  to  obtain  a  portion  of  the  State  appropria¬ 
tion.  Directors  in  such  districts  were  frequently  the  reflex  of  this  apathetic 
spirit,  and  if  not  actually  hostile,  were  indifferent  to  the  system,  and  suffered 
it  to  fall  into  disuse.  Under  such  directory,  if  schools  were  opened  at  all, 
they  were  generally  under  the  charge  of  teachers  employed  without  a  proper 
examination,  and  selected,  not  so  much  in  reference  to  moral  habits  and  in¬ 
tellectual  training,  as  to  some  equivocal  popular  expression  in  their  favor. 

It  was,  therefore,  evident  to  the  Legislature  and  the  friends  of  popular  edu- 
aation,  who  had  labored  so  assiduously  for  years  in  this  noble  though  un¬ 
profitable  cause,  that  something  must  be  done  to  render  our  Common  Schools 
worthy  of  the  name  and  of  the  people.  In  other  States  of  the  Union,  edu¬ 
cation  was  advancing  at  a  prodigious  rate.  In  the  older,  it  was  the  pride  and 
boast  of  their  people ;  and  in  the  younger,  and  perhaps  more  vigorous  com¬ 
munities  of  the  west,  means  were  set  apart  with  munificent  liberality  for 
the  purposes  of  education,  and  public  opinion  was  keenly  alive  to  the  impor¬ 
tance  of  well  arranged  systems  of  Common  Schools.  In  many  of  the  countries 
®f  Europe,  where  the  idea  of  popular  education  would  seem  to  be  in  conflict 
with  the  principles  of  their  governments,  common  schools  are  provided  at 
the  public  expense,  and  every  child  required  to  attend.  With  this  active 
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*■  fririt  every  where  abroad,  was  it  just  to  ourselves,  in  view  of  the  moral 
and  physical  grandeur  of  Pennsylvania,  to  disregard  this  most  important  pro¬ 
vision  of  her  Constitution,  and  to  slight  the  only  reliable  means  by  which  her 
true  greatness  can  be  developed  and  maintained. 

The  attention  of  the  Legislature  was,  therefore,  invoked,  in  order  to  devise 
some  means  by  which  new  life  and  vigor  might  be  infused  into  the  lanquid 
veins  and  arteries  of  the  system.  The  adoption  of  this  new  feature  of  our 
Common  School  system,  was  the  result  of  an  imperative  necessity;  and  it  was 
commended  to  the  attention  of  the  Legislature,  not  more  by  the  favorable  ex¬ 
perience  of  other  States,  than  the  evident  adaptation  of  the  measure  to  the 
olyects  in  view. 

*2.  Intercourse  with  Directors. — In  their  intercourse  with  Directors,  who 
are  so  necessary  to  the  life  of  the  system,  Superintendents  should  be  careful 
to  avoid  any  assumption  of  authority  not  conferred  by  the  law.  The  jealousy 
which  naturally  exists  towards  the  creation  of  a  superior  office,  apparently 
intended  to  control  their  actions,  may  be  conciliated  and  entirely  removed 
by  a  spirit  of  courtesy  and  forbearance,  and  a  carefulness  to  avoid  any  inter¬ 
ference  with  the  rights  and  duties  properly  given  by  law  to  the  Directors. 
Their  powers  remain  undiminished,  and  in  some  respects  the  duties  of  Di¬ 
rectors  are  increased  by  the  new  law.  It  may  be  proper  and  useful  for  a  Su¬ 
perintendent  to  give  advice  and  instruction,  when  required,  upon  many  potnts 
not  prescribed  by  law  ;  but  still  the  ultimate  and  entire  control  of  the  system 
in  the  districts,  as  to  the  levying  of  taxes,  location,  building  and  furnishing 
of  School  houses,  the  employment  of  Teachers  and  other  duties  enjoined  by 
the  law,  belongs  to  the  Directors.  Being  the  immediate  representatives  of 
the  people,  the  tax  payers  and  parents,  and  consequently  familiar  with  the 
wishes  of  the  sentiments  of  their  respective  Districts,  the  exercise  of  thesr 
powers  and  duties  is  properly  confided  to  them. 

3.  Examination  of  Teachers. — The  intercourse  of  a  County  Superinten¬ 
dent  with  the  Directors  of  his  county,  should  be  as  frequent  and  familiar  a* 
possible.  In  his  visitations  he  should  carry  with  him  a  spirit  of  courtesy, 
and  endeavor,  upon  all  such  occasions,  to  have  the  personal  presence  of  the 
Directors.  Teachers  should  be  examined  in  their  presence.  This  is  both 
the  duty  of  the  Superintendents,  and  the  right  of  the  Directors.  It  results 
ri*om  the  fact  that  the  latter  are  the  educational  and  fiscal  agents  of  the  Dis¬ 
trict,  and  responsible  to  it  for  the  money  they  disburse,  the  Teachers  they 
employ,  and  the  Schools  they  furnish.  By  being  present  at  the  examination 
of  Teachers  and  visitations,  they  can  better  judge  of  the  qualification,  and 
worth  of  a  Teacher,  the  progress  of  the  Schools,  and  the  ability  and  devotion 
of  the  Superintendent  to  the  cause  of  education,  and  the  manner  in  which  he 
discharges  his  duties. 

4*.  Manner  of  Teachers'  Examination. — The  examination  of  Teachers  is 
a  responsible  duty,  and  great  judgment  must  be  exercised.  The  object 
should  be  to  ascertain  the  applicant’s  general  knowledge  in  the  branches 
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named  in  the  law,  and  in  such  other  branches  as  may  be  indicated  by  the  Di¬ 
rectors,  and  his  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching — not  to  embarrass  or  confuse  with 
perplexing  questions.  It  is  true  that  this  knowledge  and  skill  can  only  be  ar¬ 
rived  at  by  practical  illustrations  ;  but  then  it  must  be  perfectly  obvious  that 
a  person  may  be  an  accomplished  Scholar  in  all  the  branches  named,  and. 
well  skilled  in  the  art  of  teaching,  and  yet  be  unable  to  answer  at  the  first 
blush  some  novel  question  in  Arithmetic  or  English  Grammar,  or  to  give  the 
boundary  of  some  obscure  country  in  a  distant  part  of  the  globe. 

5.  County  Superintendents  not  to  select  Teachers . — The  law  does  not  cor> 
template  that  County  Superintendents  shall  take  any  part  in  the  selection  and 
employment  of  Teachers.  The  certificate  is  the  Superintendent’s  best  recom¬ 
mendation,  and  after  that  the  whole  matter  is  within  the  control  and  discre* 
tion  of  the  Directors.  The  usefulness  of  a  County  Superintendent  would  be 
much  impaired  were  it  known  that  he  interfered  in  the  selection  of  Teachers, 
either  by  personal  application  to  the  Directors,  or  recommendations  other 
than  those  contained  in  the  certificate. 

6.  County  Superintendents ’  endorsement  of  Books. — The  selection  of  books 
is  left  entirely  to  the  Directors,  with  the  advice  of  the  Teachers.  Superin¬ 
tendents,  if  asked,  may  freely  express  their  opinion  of  a  book,  but  in  no  man¬ 
ner  encourage  its  introduction  or  employment  into  the  Schools,  as  a  text  book. 
No  wrritten  recommendation  designed  to  introduce  a  particular  book  into  the 
Common  Schools  should  ever  be  given  by  a  Superintendent.  This  is  one  of 
the  difficulties  the  institution  of  County  Superintendent  encountered  else¬ 
where,  and  it  should  be  avoided  with  us.  County  Superintendents  became 
Interested  as  agents  or  otherwise,  in  the  sale  of  School  books,  and  the  office 
very  naturally  lost  the  confidence  of  the  people. 

7.  Blanks. —  Whenever  the  supply  of  blanks  furnished  by  the  Department 
becomes  low,  or  exhausted.  Superintendents  should  promptly  advise  tbs; 
Department,  in  order  that  a  new  and  full  supply  may  be  immediately  for¬ 
warded. 


DIRECTORS. 

I.  Election  and  qualifications  of  Directors.  III.  Organization  of  the  Board. 

II.  Duties  and  liabilities  of  Directors.  IY.  Officers  of  the  Board. 


I.  Election  and  qualifications  of  directors. 

1.  Six  Directors  required  in  every  District. — All  acts,  or  parts  of  acts,  rela¬ 
tive  to  Common  Schools,  passed  previous  to  May  8th,  1854,  which  are  incon¬ 
sistent  with,  or  are  supplied  by  the  act  of  that  date,  are  repealed.  Some  acts 
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previous  to  that  date,  reduced  the  number  of  Directors  in  certain  Districts  to 
three.  All  those  and  similar  acts  are  repealed,  and  every  District  must  elect 
six  Directors  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

2.  Contested  election  for  Directors. — Under  the  sixth  section  of  the  Schoo 
law  of  1854*,  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions  of  the  respective  county,  has 
exclusive  jurisdiction  of  contested  elections  for  School  Directors,  and  the 
State  Superintendent  has  no  judicial  control  over  the  matter. 

3.  Director's  term  of  office  fixed  by  law. — The  term  of  office  of  School  Di¬ 
rectors  is  fixed  by  law,  and  is  not  under  the  discretionary  control  of  the  State 
Superintendent.  No  error  in  the  constable’s  notice  for  an  election,  or  in  the 

certificate  issued  to  the  successful  candidates,  can  either  shorten  or  prolong 

* 

their  term  of  office,  beyond  the  limits  prescribed  by  the  acts  of  Assembly. 

4.  Non-residents  not  to  be  Directors. — No  person  can  serve  as  Director, 
who  does  not  reside  in  the  District  for  which  he  was  elected. 

5.  Vacancies  by  removal  from  District  to  be  filled  by  appointment , — When  a 
Director  has  removed  from  the  District,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  to  fill  the 
vacancy  by  appointment,  until  the  next  regular  election. 

6.  Verbal  resignation  of  Director  sufficient. — A  verbal  resignation  of  a  Di¬ 
rector,  communicated  to  the  Board  by  himself,  is  as  fully  and  legally  a  resig¬ 
nation^  as  though  it  had  been  committed  to  writing. 

7.  The  highest  number  of  votes  fills  a  vacancy. — When  a  vacancy  is  to  be 
filled  in  a  School  board  by  election,  the  persons  having  the  highest  number 
of  votes  for  Directors  are  legally  elected  without  reference  to  whether  the 
tickets  designated  one  of  those  voted  for  to  fill  the  vacancy. 

8.  A  tie  vote  is  no  election ,  and  Directors  may  fill  vacancy. — When  two  Di¬ 
rectors  are  to  be  elected,  and  three  persons  have  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
there  is  no  election,  and  such  vacancies  therefore  exist  as  authorize  the 
Board  to  fill  them  by  appointment  until  the  next  election. 

9.  School  Directors  may  serve  as  election  officers. — The  act  of  Assembly 
prohibiting  candidates  for  certain  offices  from  serving  as  officers  of  the  elec¬ 
tion,  does  not  apply  to  School  Directors. 

10.  Postmaster  may  be  Director. — A  Postmaster  may,  but  cannot  be  coYn- 
pellcd  to  serve  as  a  School  Director. 


II.  Duties  and  liabilities  of  directors. 

Duties. 

11.  Character  and  Duties  of  School  Directors. — The  office  of  School 
Director  is  a  responsible  and  highly  honorable  station,  and  the  proper  dis¬ 
charge  of  its  duties  requires,  and  should  command,  the  services  of  the  best  men 
in  the  District — intelligent,  public  spirited  men,  of  firmness,  prudence,  and 
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sound  judgment,  and  favorable  to  the  cause  of  popular  education.  Large  por¬ 
tions  of  the  law,  from  the  fifth  to  the  forty-fifth  sections,  are  mainly  taken  up 
with  the  rights,  duties  and  liabilities  of  Directors,  and  it  is  very  desirable  that 
Directors  become  thoroughly  familiar  therewith ;  especially  such  as  relate  to 
the  management,  visitation  and  improvement  of  the  schools,  as  specified  in  the 
twenty-third  section.  The  law  clothes  the  Board  of  Directors  with  large 
powers,  which  are  very  properly  devolved  upon  these  immediate  representa¬ 
tives  of  the  people,  and  cannot  lawfully  be  encroached  upon  by  other  fune- 
tionaries  ;  and  it  is  of  the  first  importance  that  they  should  neither  be  neglected 
or  delegated  to  others.  [See  also  ‘'Scholars,”  “Schools,”  “  School  houses,” 
“  School  tax,”  “  Teachers,”  &c.] 

12.  Majority  of  a  quorum  sufficient ,  except  to  levy  tax. — Four  Directors  con¬ 
stitute  a  quorum,  and  the  acts  of  a  majority  of  these  are  as  legal  and  binding 
as  though  ail  six  were  present  and  voted  on  the  same  side,  except  that  the  an¬ 
nual  school  tax  must  be  levied  by  the  votes  of  not  less  than  a  majority  of  all 
the  members  of  the  board. 

13.  Directors  not  superseded  by  County  Superintendent.- — The  creation  of 
the  office  of  County  Superintendent  was  to  aid  Directors,  and  not  to  release 
them  from  the  performance  of  any  duty  enjoined  upon  them  by  the  School 
law.  Instead  of  inducing  Directors  to  rest  upon  their  oars,  and  leave  every 
thing  to  the  Superintendent — who  has  enough  to  do  without  encroaching  upon 
the  jurisdiction  of  Directors — it  should  the  rather  arouse  them  to  increased 
energy  and  efficiency,  and  induce  them  to  cordially  unite  with  him  in  mu¬ 
tual  efforts  for  the  improvement  of  the  Schools,  and  the  promotion  of  the 
cause  of  education. 

14.  Monthly  visitation  of  the  Schools. — This  duty,  enjoined  by  division  IV. 
of  the  23d  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  is  all  important,  and  the  Department 
earnestly  urges  punctual  compliance  therewith  on  the  part  of  Directors.  In 
no  other  way  can  they  certainly  inform  themselves  as  to  the  condition  and 
progress  of  the  Schools. 

15.  Fuel,  repairs ,  fyc. — Directors  are  not  prohibited  from  employing  some 
one  in  the  vicinity  of  each  School  house,  as  their  agent,  to  take  care  of  the 
house,  provide  fuel,  and  attend  to  the  incidental  repairs.  It  is  often  mani¬ 
festly  impossible  for  Directors  to  take  charge  of  minor  details  of  this  descrip¬ 
tion  in  person,  particularly  in  large  Districts.  Hence  they  are  at  liberty, 
when  necessary,  to  select  agents  for  these  purposes,  who  should,  however, 
fee  held  to  a  strict  accountability. 

18.  Directors  may  pay  for  blanks ,  advertising ,  stationery ,  fyc. — Directors 
may  legally  pay  for  stationery,  advertising  for  Teachers,  printing  blank  orders, 
articles  of  agreement,  &c.,  out  of  the  funds  of  the  District. 

17.  All  contracts  to  be  in  writing — Directors  should  be  careful  to  reduce 
all  important  contracts  to  writing,  with  disinterested  persons,  not  members  of 
the  Board,  as  witnesses. 
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18.  Directors  not  paid  for  triennial  Convention. — School  Directors  are  nett 
tJMitlud  to  compensation  for  attending  the  triennial  convention  of  Directom. 
ft  would  he  a  violation  of  the  School  law  for  them  to  vote  themselves  com¬ 
pensation  out  of  the  district  treasury. 

19.  ./Vo  pay  for  School  Directors. — School  Directors  are  not  entitled  to  com¬ 
pensation  for  any  service  they  may  render  as  such.  Nor  are  they  entitled 
to  any  pay  for  the  annual  settlement  with  the  Treasurer  of  the  District.  Cofn- 
plaint  is  made  that  this  operates  severely  on  poor  men,  and  in  large  Districts, 
<jr  new,  sparse  settlements.  This  is  admitted;  but  public  opinion,  through 
the  Legislature,  can  alone  furnish  the  remedy. 

20.  Defective  record  may  be  explained. — Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to 
explain  or  supply  a  defective  record  of  the  proceedings  of  School  Directors 

2.  Liabilities. 

21.  Penalty  for  Directors'  neglect  of  official  duty. — The  Supreme  court  has 
decided  that  the  neglect  or  refusal  of  Directors  to  keep  the  Schools  open  for 
the  period  required  by  law,  is  not  an  indictable  offence.  The  penalty  for  this, 
and  similar  cases  of  official  delinquency,  is  removal  from  office  under  the  9th 
section  of  the  law  of  1854. — 10  Harris ,  365. 

22.  When  Directors  personally  liable  for  costs. — Where  costs  are  imposed  by 
the  court  upon  a  Board  of  School  Directors  in  a  civil  action  against  them  i?i 
their  official  capacity,  such  costs  may  be  paid  out  of  the  School  fund  of  the 
district,  and  cannot,  except  in  case  of  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  be  collected 
from  the  Directors  personally.  But  when  Directors  are  removed  from  office 
by  the  court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  costs  are  imposed  upon  them,  they 
must  pay  the  same  out  of  their  own,  and  not  out  of  the  School  funds. 

23.  Directors  not  personally  liable  for  legal  debts  of  the  District. — Directors 
are  not  personally  liable  for  the  salary  of  a  Teacher  legally  employed,  nor 
for  other  debts  of  the  District  legally  contracted. 

24.  Directors  liable  for  illegal  expenditures. — If  the  Directors  illegally  ap¬ 
propriate  the  School  funds  to  unauthorized  objects,  they  can  be  compelled  by 
law  to  refund  the  money. 

25.  When  Directors  may  pay  expenses  of  law  suits. — Any  necessary  expenses 
of  a  civil  action,  not  imposed  by  the  court  upon  other  parties,  such  as  attor¬ 
ney  fees,  may  be  paid  by  the  Directors  out  of  the  School  fund. 


III.  Organization  of  the  board. 

26.  Organization  of  the  Board. — The  12th  section  of  the  law  of  1S54,  spe¬ 
cifies  when  and  how  the  Board  shall  be  organized,  and  its  officers  elected. 

27.  Directors  not  sworn  or  affirmed r — The  law  does  not  require  School 
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Directors  to  be  sworn  or  affirmed  before  taking  their  seats  in  the  Board,  and 
entering  upon  the  discharge  of  their  official  duties. 

28.  When  Board  cannot  agree  to  organize ,  Directors  should  be  removed  from 
office. — If  a  Board  of  Directors  fail  to  organize  because  no  one  of  them  can 
obtain  a  majority  of  votes  for  President,  it  is  such  neglect  of  duty  as  will 
justify  the  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions,  upon  the  complaint  of  six  taxable  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  District,  and,  upon  due  proof  thereof,  to  declare  their  seats  var 
cant,  and  appoint  others  in  their  stead. 

29.  Directors  may  organize  after  twenty  days. — If  the  School  Directors  ne¬ 
glect  to  organize  within  twenty  days  after  the  election,  as  specified  by  law, 
they  may  do  so  at  a  future  time,  and  such  organization  will  be  strictly  legal, 
if  no  steps  were  taken  in  the  meantime  to  remove  the  Directors  elect  from 
office  by  due  course  of  law. 


IV.  Officers  of  the  board. 

1.  One  person  for  each  Office. 

30.  Separate  person  for  each  office. — There  should  be  a  separate  person  for 
e^ch  office  in  the  Board — one  person  for  President,  another  for  Secretary,  and 
a  third  for  Treasurer.  The  offices  of  President  and  Secretary  cannot  properly 
be  filled  by  the  same  person  ;  nor  the  offices  of  President  and  Treasurer,  or 
Secretary  and  Treasurer.  It  is  manifestly  wTrong,  and  contrary  to  the  spirit 
qf  the  School  law,  that  the  Treasurer  should,  as  President,  draw  orders  upon 
himself,  or,  as  Secretary,  attest  them.  The  Secretary  is  an  intermediate  offi¬ 
cer  between  the  President  and  Treasurer,  and  the  duties  imposed  upon  him, 
are  designed  equally  as  a  check  upon  both,  and  to  protect  the  District  and  the 
Treasurer  against  fraud;  and  the  President  and  Treasurer  a  check  upon  the 
Secretary,  and  upon  each  other — which  would  be  manifestly  impossible,  un¬ 
less  the  offices  are  kept  entirely  separate. 

2.  President  of  the  Board. 

31.  Duties  of  President. — The  duties  and  liabilities  of  the  President  of 
the  Board,  are  prescribed  by  sections  13,  15,  17,  19,  20  and  31  of  the  law  of 
1854,  and  division  VII  of  section  23. 

32.  President  has  no  casting  vote. — The  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors 
has  the  same  right  to  vote  as  any  other  Director,  but  has  no  casting  vote. 

33.  Certificate  under  the  3 6th  section — School  warrants. — Presidents  of  the 
Board  manifest  great  reluctance  in  many  instances,  to  comply  with  the  injunc¬ 
tions  of  the  36th  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  in  furnishing  the  Certificate  and 
Affidavit  of  the  length  of  time  the  Schools  have  been  kept  open,  and  which  is 
an  indispensable  pre-requisite  to  the  issuing  of  the  warrant  for  the  pro  rata 
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•Imre  of  the  State  appropriation.  This  is  doubtless  owing,  in  a  great  mea¬ 
sure,  to  misapprehension  of  its  design.  Under  the  law  of  1849,  the  Districts 
were  entitled  to  a  warrant  for  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  State  appropriation, 
whenever  they  made  report  of  their  operations  for  the  previous  year,  and 
certified  that  they  had  levied  tax  sufficient  to  put  and  keep  the  Schools  in 
operation  for  the  usual  period,  in  the  year  to  which  the  appropriation  applied. 
Under  this  provision  gross  frauds  were  committed,  by  making  false  reports 
when  no  Schools  had  been  in  operation  ;  issuing  duplicates  and  never  col¬ 
lecting  them  or  any  portion  of  them ;  not  keeping  Schools  in  operation  as 
the  law  required  ;  employing  incompetent  or  immoral  teachers  ;  not  requiring 
the  proper  branches  to  be  taught ;  and,  in  some  instances,  expending  the 
State  appropriation  for  making  roads  and  for  other  illegal  purposes.  When 
it  is  borne  in  mind  that  the  four  months’  term  of  School,  and  the  certificate 
and  affidavit  now  required  before  the  School  warrant  issues,  are  intended  to 
guard  against  these  very  frauds  and  protect  the  tax  payers  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  j  and  that  it  requires  but  little  time  and  trouble  for  the  Secretary  and 
President  of  the  Board  to  prepare  and  execute  this  necessary  document  onee 
a  year,  and  transmit  it  to  the  County  Superintendent — surely  no  reasonable 
person  can,  with  a  clear  conscience,  object  to  the  existing  regulations,  and  no 
well  meaning  officer  who  has  been  at  his  post  long  enough  to  understand  Us 
duties,  can  hesitate  to  respond,  with  alacrity,  to  these  injunctions  of  the  law. 
Blank  certificates  are  furnished  by  the  Department  at  the  proper  time,  through 
the  County  Superintendents. 

3.  Secretary  of  the  Board. 

34.  Duties  of  Secretary. — The  principal  duties  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  are  defined  by  the  fourteenth  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  and  also  indi¬ 
cated  in  sections  8,  15,  16,  17,  19,  27,  31,  and  division  VII,  of  section  23.  This 
is  a  responsible  office  and  its  duties  are  laborious,  and  it  is  highly  important 
that  it  be  filled  by  a  competent  person.-  It  is  indispensable  that  the  minutes 
of  the  Board  be  carefully  and  accurately  kept,  official  documents  made  out  in 
due  form,  and  articles  of  agreement,  Teachers’  reports,  the  correspondence  of 
the  district  and  other  official  papers  carefully  filed  for  preservation  and  refer¬ 
ence.  A  thorough  reformation  is  needed,  in  this  particular,  in  many  parts  of 
the  State,  and  within  the  scope  of  its  authority,  the  Department  will  not  tole¬ 
rate,  hereafter,  the  laxity  and  confusion  which  extensively  prevailed  under 
former  school  laws. 

35.  Names,  Sfc.,  of  newly  elected  officers. — Upon  the  organization  of  the 
Board,  at  the  first  meeting  after  the  annual  election  for  Directors,  the  Secre¬ 
tary  should  immediately  transmit,  by  mail,  to  the  Department  at  Harrisburg, 
and  also  to  the  County  Superintendent,  the  name  and  post  office  address  of 
the  President,  and  Secretary,  and  Treasurer.  Without  this  information,  thus 
promptly  furnished,  it  is  always  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible,  to  com¬ 
municate  with  Directors  by  letter,  with  any  degree  of  certainty. 
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36.  Annual  Reports  of  the  Districts. — It  will  be  seen  by  the  36th  section 
of  the  law  of  1S54,  and  division  VIII  of  the  23d  section,  that  two  documents 
a  year  are  now  required  of  each  Board  of  Directors,  instead  of  one  as  under 
the  old  law.  The  first  is  the  certificate  and  affidavit  mentioned  above  ;  and 
the  second  the  usual  Annual  Report,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  to 
prepare,  and  for  which  blanks  are  also  furnished  by  the  Department  through 
the  County  Superintendent.  In  strictness,  both  Report  and  Certificate  should 
be  transmitted  to  the  Department  before  the  warrant  for  the  State  appropria¬ 
tion  issues  ;  but  the  report  can  rarely  be  properly  made  out  before  the  close 
of  the  School  year,  although  the  certificate  may  be  much  earlier.  To  relieve 
the  embarrassment  occasioned  by  the  sudden  and  radical  changes  made  in  the 
system  by  the  new  law,  the  Department  issued  the  warrants  for  the  year 
ending  June,  1855,  upon  the  receipt  of  the  certificate  alone ;  relying  upon 
the  good  faith  and  integrity  of  the  respective  Boards  of  Directors  to  furnish 
the  report  at  the  proper  time.  This  should  always  be  done  immediately  after 
the  close  of  the  School  year,  on  the  first  Monday  in  June.  But  for  the  past  year 
it  was  done  in  comparatively  few  instances,  and  County  Superintendents,  to 
whom  they  are  to  be  transmitted,  were  on  that  account  delayed  in  the  prepara¬ 
tion  of  their  own  reports  beyond  the  time  originally  specified  in  their  instruc¬ 
tions,  and  the  work  of  the  Department  as  connected  with  that  School  year  pro- 
portionably  retarded,  and  from  that  cause  alone.  Such  delinquencies  will  not 
be  overlooked  hereafter.  In  every  case  of  failure  to  furnish  the  District  report 
for  the  year  ending  June,  1855,  or  of  unreasonable  delay  without  a  satisfac¬ 
tory  excuse,  the  Department  will  protect  itself  by  hereafter  withholding  the 
warrant  for  the  State  appropriation  until  after  the  close  of  the  year,  and  until 
every  requisite  of  the  law  has  first  been  complied  with  by  Directors.  It  is 
the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  prepare  the  report,  and  as  he  is  now 
a  paid  officer,  he  should  be  held  to  the  faithful  execution  of  his  work,  or  his 
place  supplied  by  the  appointment  of  a  competent  successor.  When  the  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  District  have  been  so  imperfectly  kept,  that  a  correct  report 
could  not  well  be  made  out  for  the  past  year,  it  should,  if  not  yet  done,  be 
made  as  nearly  accurate  as  the  materials  at  hand  will  permit,  and  care  be 
taken  hereafter  to  keep  the  affairs  of  the  District  in  better  order. 

4.  Treasurer. 

37.  Duties  of  Treasurer. — The  Treasurer’s  duties  are  fixed  by  the  16th 
section  of  the  law  of  1854,  and  the  12th  section  of  the  supplement,  and  he 
should  be  held  to  a  strict  accountabilhy,  and  prompt  annual  settlements. 

38.  Form  of  Bond  of  District  Treasurer. — The  official  bond  of  a  District 
Treasurer  is  valid,  if  drawn  in  favor  of  the  District  in  its  corporate  name,  (see 
sec.  18,  paragraph  1,  act  of  May,  1S54;)  but  would  be  more  properly  drawn, 
if  in  the  name  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  for  the  use  of  the 
District.  (See  sec.  16,  same  act.) 
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39.  Consequence  of  failing  to  take  security. — If  Directors  entrust  the  funds 
of  the  District  to  the  Treasurer,  or  deliver  the  duplicate  to  the  Collector, 
without  requiring  legal  security,  they  are  liable  to  the  District,  in  an  action 
on  the  case  at  common  law,  for  the  amount  of  any  loss  that  may  result  from 
their  negligence. 

4*0.  Orders  drawn  between  meetings  of  the  Board. — Directors  may  authorize 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  draw  orders  on  the  Treasurer 
“  between  the  meetings  of  the  Board,”  provided  they  specify  the  objects  and 
amounts  for  which  the  orders  shall  be  respectively  drawn. 

41.  Payment  and  Purchase  of  School  Orders. — A  Treasurer  has  no  right  to 
go  behind  a  School  order  to  inquire  into  its  legality.  If  it  be  right  upon  its 
face,  and  signed  by  the  President  and  attested  by  the  Secretary,  he  must 
promptly  pay  it,  without  inquiry  or  objection,  upon  presentation  by  the  rights 
ful  holder,  in  legal  currency,  or  as  good  current  money  as  he  received.  If  he 
have  no  School  moneys  in  his  hands,  that  cause  of  refusal  to  pay  should  be 
immediately  reported  to  the  Directors,  who  should  take  prompt  measures  CD 
obviate  the  difficulty.  It  is  the  legal  right  of  Teachers  and  others,  to  have 
their  School  orders  paid  in  cash  upon  presentation  to  the  Treasurer,  without 
hindrance  or  delay.  It  is  a  flagrant  misdemeanor  in  office  for  School  Treasurer* 
to  purchase  warrants  or  orders,  with  the  School  moneys,  (or  any  other  way, 
if  there  be  money  in  the  treasury  ;)  and  Treasurers  guilty  of  this  offence 
should  be  immediately  removed  from  office,  and  summary  legal  steps  taken 
to  compel  restitution  of  the  loss  thus  inflicted  on  the  holder  of  the  order. 

42.  How  accounts  of  School  Treasurers  are  to  be  settled. — Treasurers  of  School 
Districts  settle  their  accounts  with  the  Board  of  Directors,  and  not,  as  hereto¬ 
fore,  with  the  Township  auditors;  but  the  minutes  of  their  proceedings,  and 
their  accounts  and  settlement  with  the  Treasurer,  are,  of  right,  open  to  tha 
inspection  of  the  citizens  of  the  district,  and  the  Board  and  its  officers  legally 
responsible  for  their  official  action. 

43.  Treasurer  not  to  get  any  per  centage  on  balance. — An  out-going  School 
Treasurer  is  not  entitled  to  per  centage  on  the  unexpended  balance  in  the 
District  Treasury,  handed  over  to  his  successor  in  office. 

44.  Interest  on  retained  balance. — School  Treasurers  who  refuse  or  neglect 
to  pay  over  to  their  successors  in  office,  any  balance  of  funds  in  their  hands, 
are  liable  to  the  district  for  interest  on  the  same. 
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1.  Separate  Districts. — The  School  lawr  of  1S54  constitutes  every  town¬ 
ship,  borough  and  city  in  the  Commonwealth,  a  separate  School  district, 
except  where  a  borough  and  township  are  connected  in  the  assessment 
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of  county  rates  and  levies;  and  the  10th  section  of  the  Supplement  separates 
them  also.  Independent  Districts  are  also  exceptions. 

2.  Independent  Districts. — The  first  section  of  the  Supplement  continues 
existing  independent  Districts  until  June  1,  1S56  ;  and  their  continuance  be¬ 
yond  that  period,  is  devolved  upon  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas,  by  the  2d, 
3d  and  4th  sections.  The  creation  of  new  independent  districts  is  vested  in 
tiie  courts  of  Quarter  Sessions,  by  the  5th,  6th  and  7th  sections. 

3.  Adjoining  Districts. — The  Schools  that  border  on  adjoining  Districts  are 
regulated  by  Division  IX  of  the  23d  section  of  the  law  of  1854.  [See  aiso, 
“  Scholars,”  5,  6.J 

4.  Separation  of  Boroughs  and  Townships. — The  10th  section  of  the  Sup¬ 
plement,  separating  certain  boroughs  and  townships,  does  not  go  into  effect 
nntil  the  election  for  Directors  in  the  spring  of  1856. 

5.  Bonus  of  twenty -five  per  cent,  to  accepting  or  newly  organized  Districts . — 
An  act  of  Assembly  of  the  17th  of  April,  1854,  provides  u  that  the  several 
School  Districts  of  this  Commonwealth,  which  did  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
provisions  of  the  several  acts  of  Assembly,  relating  to  Common  Schools,  and 
making  annual  appropriations  to  School  Districts,  upon  conditions  prescribed 
in  said  laws,  till  after  the  1st  day  of  June,  A.  D.,  1851,  but  have  since  that 
time  complied  with  all  the  provisions  of  the  acts  above  referred  to,  shall  in 
addition  to  the  annual  appropriations  made  under  existing  laws,  be  entitled 
to  a  deduction  of  twenty-five  per  centum  of  all  moneys  paid  into  the  County 
Treasury,  by  such  districts,  for  State  purposes,  for  the  two  next  ensuing  School 
years,  which  money  so  deducted  shall  be  paid  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Board 
of  School  Directors  of  such  School  Districts,  and  shall  be  exclusively  appro¬ 
priated  to  the  erection  of  School  houses  in  such  School  Districts.”  The 
same  provision  is  extended  to  all  Districts  which  shall  organize  and  comply 
with  the  requisitions  of  the  School  laws  referred  to,  prior  to  the  1st  day  of 
June,  A.  D.,  1855.  To  obtain  the  bonus  thus  authorized,  the  District  claim¬ 
ing  it,  should  furnish  to  the  county  treasurer,  a  certificate  and  affidavit  by 
t^e  President,  and  attested  by  the  Secretary,  that  said  District  fias  been  organ¬ 
ised  and  its  Schools  put  into  operation,  in  good  faith,  for  the  first  time,  be¬ 
tween  the  first  day  of  June,  1851,  and  the  first  day  of  June,  1855.  It  then 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  county  treasurer  to  deduct  the  per  centage  from  the 
ojnount  paid  in  by  such  District  for  State  purposes,  and  pay  the  amount  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  District,  whose  receipt  therefor  will  be  received  as  a 
proper  voucher  on  settlement  of  his  account  with  the  State  Treasurer. 

6.  Sub-districts ,  4*c. — The  abolition  of  sub-districts  and  sub-committees 
was  not  for  the  purpose  of  depriving  the  people  in  the  vicinity  of  any  just  in¬ 
fluence  in  School  affairs ;  but  to  do  away  with  the  conflicts  of  jurisdiction 
between  sub-committees  and  Directors,  and  the  consequent  multiplication  of 
profitless  and  injurious  disputes,  many  of  which  still  trouble  the  Department, 
or  linger  in  the  courts ;  to  remove  as  far  as  possible  the  inequality  of  educa- 
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tional  benefits  and  burthens,  which  seemed  to  be  in  many  respects  unavoida¬ 
ble  ;  and  to  cut  up  by  the  roots,  the  nepotism  which  led  to  the  employment 
of  Teachers,  without  a  proper  examination,  and  selected,  not  so  much  in  re¬ 
ference  to  moral  habits  and  intellectual  training-,  as  to  ties  of  relationship, 
and  some  popular  expression  in  their  favor,  resulting  from  intrigue,  or  other 
dubious  local  influence.  Directors  can  be  advised  now,  as  heretofore,  of 
the  wishes  of  the  people,  and  while  necessarily  discharging  their  duties  upon 
their  own  official  responsibility,  will  doubtless  pay  due  deference  to  the  reason- 
alvle  and  just  wishes  of  their  constituents.  This  is  not  the  place  for  extended 
argument  on  the  subject,  but  it  is  capable  of  demonstration  that  the  present 
system  of  large  districts,  where  faithfully  administered,  is  much  better  calcula¬ 
ted  to  secure  the  permanent  welfare  of  the  Schools  than  either  the  late  sub-dis¬ 
trict  system  of  our  State,  or  the  single-school  district  system  of  other  States. 
And  this  is  verified  by  the  example  of  at  least  one  of  the  older  States,  which 
has  recently  conformed  the  districts  to  townships  and  borough  lines,  with 
manifest  advantage  to  the  Schools.  It  should  be  remembered,  too,  that  many  of 
the  supposed  inconveniences  now  complained  of,  are  not  inherent  in  the  system 
itself,  but  are  temporary  merely,  and  occasioned  solely  by  the  change  from  an 
old  system  to  a  new  one  ;  and  as  soon  as  the  present  system  has  had  time  to  get 
fairly  into  operation,  and  Directors  and  people  understand  it,  and  get  accus¬ 
tomed  to  the  change,  these  grievances  will  be  found  to  have  no  substantial 
foundation.  It  is  not  pretended  that  the  law  is  perfect  in  all  its  details;  but 
in  the  main  features — which,  by  the  way,  are  not  likely  to  suffer  any  ma¬ 
terial  change- — it  is  one  of  the  best  systems  in  the  United  States,  and  in  some 
respects  the  best.  But  it  needs  intelligent  and  earnest  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  Superintendents,  Directors,  Teachers  and  People  to  imbue  it  with  vitality, 
and  by  getting  it  into  successful  operation,  make  it  in  practice  what  it  is  in 
theory.  The  real,  radical  want  of  the  system  is  legislative  provision  for  Stale 
Normal  Schools,  for  the  systematic  education  of  Teachers  in  the  duties  of  their 
profession.  For  the  want  of  these,  the  Schools  have  had  to  put  up  with  all 
soTts  of  incapables,  who  were  employed  merely  because  they  were  not  fit  for  any 
thing  else,  and  therefore  supposed  to  be  endowed  by  some  mysterious  magical 
influence  with  the  requisite  qualifications  for  this  most  difficult  and  respon¬ 
sible  vocation  ;  employment  being  given  in  most  cases,  from  necessity,  to 
college  graduates  who  had  acquired  some  elementary  information,  but  knew 
nothing  of  the  art  of  teaching;  and  to  other  needy  applicants  who  neither  knew 
any  thing  correctly,  or  were  capable  of  teaching  what  they  did  know — perhaps, 
however,  the  last  circumstance  was  rather  fortunate  than  otherwise,  as  it  is 
better  that  Scholars  should  make  no  progress  at  all,  than  to  progress  back¬ 
wards.  In  the  absence  of  Normal  Schools,  Teachers’  Institutes  and  Associa¬ 
tions  are  the  most  available  means  of  improvement,  and  deserve  all  possible 
public  encouragement. 
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NEWSPAPERS. 

1.  County  Newspapers  and  Education. — The  local  press  can  be  made  the 
vehicle  of  much  useful  and  important  educational  information.  Communica¬ 
tions  upon  the  subject  of  Education,  Common  Schools,  the  art  of  Teaching 
and  kindred  subjects,  are  read  by  every  one  ;  and  facts  and  arguments  thus 
diffused,  cannot  fail  to  be  of  great  benefit,  as  well  to  the  paper  itself,  as  to 
the  cause  of  education.  Many  editors  of  county  papers  throughout  the  State, 
have  devoted  a  portion  of  their  columns  to  this  subject;  generally  under  the 
special  charge  of  the  Superintendent,  or  of  some  competent  and  enterprising 
Teacher,  or  other  intelligent  and  public  spirited  friend  of  the  cause.  In  this 
farm,  many  local  School  matters  and  interests  can  be  stated  and  discussed, 
which  would  not  be  of  sufficient  general  interest  far  insertion  in  a  State  peri¬ 
odical — if  indeed  the  latter  could  contain  the  half  of  them — -and  the  matter 
can  thus  be  brought  home,  weekly  and  at  home ,  to  the  attention  of  all  con¬ 
cerned,  in  a  manner  not  otherwise  attainable.  It  would  be  gratifying  to  have 
this  practice  become  more  general,  for  the  influence  of  the  press  is  too  po¬ 
tent  to  be  overlooked  or  neglected.  The  Department  is,  much  to  its  regret, 
without  the  means  of  procuring  regular  files  of  these  papers,  though  it  would 
be  serviceable  to  have  them  at  hand.  But  whenever  there  is  any  educational 
movement  or  incident,  of  more  than  usual  local  or  general  interest,  a  copy  of 
the  paper  in  which  it  is  mentioned,  would  be  acceptable. 


OATHS  AND  AFFIRMATIONS. 

(See  Directors,  27.) 

1.  Authority  of  Directors  to  administer  oaths. — In  the  investigation  of 
difficulties  between  Teachers  and  Pupils,  or  their  parents,  Directors  must  de- 
teonine  the  weight  of  evidence  from  the  age,  character  and  intelligence  of 
the  witnesses,  whether  minors  or  adults;  but  have  no  legal  authority  to  ad¬ 
minister  oaths  or  affirmations. 


PARTY  POLITICS. 

1.  No  Politics  in  the  School  System. — Party  politics  have  nothing  to  do 
wtth  the  Common  Sehool  System,  and  should  not  be  suffered  to  influence  the 
administration  of  its  affairs.  Every  officer  connected  with  the  system,  from 
the  highest  to  the  lowest,  should  discharge  his  duties  with  reference  solely  to 
the  best  interests  of  Common  Schools  and  the  cause  of  popular  education. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

1.  Philadelphia  not  included  in  the  general  School  law. — The  general  School 
law  of  1854,  does  not  extend  to  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  except  so  far  as  it  *e- 
lates  to  the  annual  Slate  appropriation.  The  published  decisions  of  the  Su¬ 
perintendent  are  made  under  the  general  law,  and  do  not  therefore  apply  to 
the  city  of  Philadelphia. 


PITTSBURG. 

1.  Pittsburg  Schools. — The  Schools  of  Pittsburg,  are  governed  principally 
by  a  special  School  law  enacted  by  the  Legislature  of  1855,  which  is  applica¬ 
ble  to  that  city  alone;  but  are  still  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Department, 
and  the  County  Superintendent. 


POSTAGE. 

'vSee  State  Superintendent,  3.) 


POST  MASTER. 

(See  Directors,  10.) 


POST  OFFICE. 

(See  State  Superintendent,  2.) 


SCHOLARS. 

I.  Age  of  Common  School  Scholars.  III.  Pupils  from  adjoining  Districts. 

II.  To  what  School  sent.  IV.  Pupils  from  other  Districts. 


I.  Age  of  common  school  scholars. 

1.  Pupils  under  jive,  and  over  twenty-one  years  of  age ,  not  admissible. — 
The  law  makes  no  provision  for  the  tuition  of  pupils  under  five  and  over 
twenty-one  years  of  age ;  and  though  it  does  not,  in  terms,  prohibit  the  ad- 
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mission  of  those  who  are  over  age,  the  Department  does  not  approve  tbr 
practice  of  receiving  them.  Complaints  have  been  made  by  numerous  districts 
of  injustice  done  to  regular  legal  pupils,  and  of  confusion,  discomfort  and  insub¬ 
ordination  occasioned  by  the  crowding  in  of  Pupils  of  that  description.  There 
may  be  instances  where  meritorious  young  men  and  women  crave  admission  to 
the  privileges  of  the  Schools  as  their  only  means  of  obtaining  the  rudiments  cf 
ana  education.  But  written  permission  should  first  be  obtained  from  the  Di¬ 
rectors,  and  this  should  never  be  granted  when  the  comfort  and  good  or¬ 
der  of  the  Schools  will  be  interfered  with  in  the  slightest  degree. 

2.  Pupils  under  jive  years. — The  law  admits  children  to  the  Common 
Schools  when  fully  five  years  of  age  ;  but  it  would  be  better  if  the  minimum 
were  fixed  at  seven  years,  and  more  in  accordance  with  the  organic  laws  of 
nature,  and  the  healthful  development  of  both  mind  and  body.  But,  not 
satisfied  with  the  liberal  margin  allowed  by  the  law  in  this  particular,  moth¬ 
ers  are  sometimes  inclined  to  transfer  their  children  from  the  nursery  to  the 
Public  School,  long  before  they  have  reached  the  legal  age.  The  care  of  in¬ 
fants  is  a  very  interesting  employment,  in  proper  hands  and  under  proper  cii> 
cumstances,  and  should  be  a  labor  of  love  with  those  whose  mission  it  is. 
But  Common  School  Teachers  are  not  employed  as  deputy  nurses,  for  the  re¬ 
lief  of  indifferent  or  encumbered  mothers,  who  seem  only  anxious  to  get  their 
children  “  out  of  the  way and  Directors  should  not  permit  Teachers  and 
Schools  to  be  embarrassed  in  this  manner. 


II.  To  WHAT  SCHOOL  SENT. 

3.  Scholars  to  he  sent  to  the  nearest  S chocl.— Schools  are  established  and 
houses  built  for  the  accommodation  of  the  neighborhood  in  which  they  are 
located  $  and  Pupils  should,  of  right,  be  sent  to  the  nearest  and  most  conve¬ 
nient  School,  unless  they  can  be  accommodated  to  better  advantage  elsewhere, 
with  difference  in  distance  so  slight,  as  to  be  practically  immaterial. 

4.  A  person  paying  tax  in  two  Districts  can  only  send  his  children  to  the 
Schools  of  that  in  which  he  resides. — A  person  residing  in  one  District,  and 
paying  School  tax  on  property  in  another,  does  not  thereby  acquire  a  right  to 
send  his  children  to  the  Schools  of  any  District,  except  that  in  which  he  re¬ 
sides. 


III.  Pupils  from  adjoining  districts. 

5.  Pupils  from  adjoining  Districts. — The  provision  made  by  the  ninth  para¬ 
graph  of  the  'i3d  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  for  Pupils  from  adjoining  Dis¬ 
tricts,  who,  for  the  causes  therein  specified,  cannot  be  conveniently  accom 
iaodated  in  their  own  district,  is  as  obligatory  end  binding  upon  Directors  as 
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any  other  portion  of  the  law;  and  application  for  its  benefits  cannot  be 
evaded  or  denied,  without  subjecting  Directors  to  the  penalty  of  removal  frbm 
office.  The  charge  for  tuition  in  such  cases  should  be  the  average  cost  of  in¬ 
struction  in  the  District  into  which  the  Pupil  is  thus  received.  The  right  of 
Pujols  thus  situated,  to  the  benefits  of  this  arrangement,  is  as  undoubted,  and 
well  sustained  by  the  law,  as  the  right  of  a  Pupil  to  be  taught  in  his  own 
District. 

6.  Pupils  may  be  received  from  adjoining  Districts  of  adjoining  States. — 
While  the  law  does  not  in  terms  authorize  it,  the  Superintendent  does 
not  see  that  there  can  be  any  reasonable  objection  to  Directors  making  such  ar¬ 
rangement  as  is  provided  for  in  section  twenty-third  of  the  school  law,  with 
adjoining  districts  in  adjoining  States  ;  but  in  such,  case  it  is  necessary  that 
the  consent  of  all  persons  directly  interested  be  given. 


IV.  Pupils  from  other  districts. 

7.  Pupils  not  admissible  from  other  Districts  at  the  public  expense ,  etfvept 
under  the  23 d  section. — Except  in  cases  where  such  arrangement  as  is  provi¬ 
ded  in  section  23d,  division  9th,  of  the  School  law,  is  made  by  the  Directors 
of  adjoining  Districts,  Pupils  cannot  be  permitted  to  attend  the  Schools  of 
any  other  District  at  the  public  expense,  than  that  in  which  they  have  a  legal 
residence.  If  minors  have  living  parents,  their  legal  residence  is  presumed 
to  be  with  their  parents ;  if  orphans,  with  their  guardians,  or  the  place  pro¬ 
vided  as  their  permanent  homes  by  their  guardians. 

8.  Tuition  of  Pupils  ivorking  for  board  out  of  their  own.  District. — In 
some  cases,  young  men  go  into  other  districts  than  those  in  which  their 
parents  reside,  to  work  in  the  mornings  and  evenings  for  their  boarding,  and 
attend  School  during  the  day.  Such  pupils  cannot  be  properly  admitted  into 
the  public  Schools  unless  their  tuition  is  paid  voluntarily  by  the  district  in 
which  they  have  a  legal  residence,  or  by  themselves  or  their  friends. 

9.  JVo  compulsion  on  Directors  from  outside  applicants  except  under  the 
23 d  section. — Directors  cannot  be  compelled  to  admit  Pupils  from  other  Dis¬ 
tricts,  unless  they  come  strictly  within  the  provisions  of  the  ninth  division 
*f  the  23d  section  of  the  law.  And,  with  that  exception,  outside  applicants 
should  not  be  received  on  any  terms,  if  the  comfort  and  prosperity  of  the 
Schools  would  be  interfered  with  to  any  material  extent. 
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SCHOOLS. 

I.  English  and  German  Schools.  III.  Graded  and  Night  Schools. 

II.  Colored  Schools.  IV.  Academies  and  other  Schools. 


I.  English  and  German  schools. 

1  Four  months  English  Schools  authorized. — It  is  the  manifest  intention 
of  the  School  law  to  give  every  child  in  the  State,  of  proper  age,  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  obtaining  at  least  four  months  English  schooling  in  each  year,  if 
the  Directors  refuse  or  neglect  to  afford  such  opportunity,  they  may  be  re¬ 
moved  from  office  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  9th  section  of  the  School 
law. 

✓ 

2.  German  Schools  may  be  established. — School  Directors  may  establish 
G^man  schools  under  the  Common  School  law,  or  cause  German  and  English 
to  be  taught  in  the  same  School,  but  the  Board  of  Directors  cannot  be  re¬ 
quired  to  cause  German  to  be  taught.  They  should  consult  the  wishes  of 
the  people  of  their  District  in  this  regard,  and  if  any  considerable  number 
ff  Germans  desire  to  have  their  children  instructed  in  their  own  language, 
their  wishes  should  be  gratified.  The  Directors  have  exclusive  jurisdiction 
3ver  this  subject,  and  from  their  decision  upon  it  there  is  no  appeal — the  Su- 
aerintendent  having  only  the  power  to  advise.  If  the  voice  of  the  people 
is  not  respected  by  them,  the  only  remedy  is  to  elect  persons  who  will 
respect  it. 


11.  Colored  schools. 

# 

3.  Schools  for  colored  children. — The  24th  section  of  the  law  of  1854, 
’equires  Directors  to  establish  separate  Schools  for  negro  and  mulatto  chil¬ 
dren,  when  twenty  or  more  can  be  accommodated.  This  duty  is  imperative, 
md,  for  obvious  reasons,  should  be  promptly  and  faithfully  attended  to  by 
directors.  Neglect  or  refusal  on  their  part  would  subject  them  to  the  penalty 
described  by  the  9th  section  of  the  law. 


III.  Graded  and  night  schools. 

4.  Schools  may  be  graded  and  every  branch  of  English  education  taught.—* 
School  Directors  have  power  to  establish  schools  of  different  grades  in  their 
•espective  districts,  and  to  require  the  pupils  who  have  attained  different 
iegrees  of  advancement  to  attend  such  School  as  is  best  suited  to  the  course 
>f  study  of  each.  Every  branch  of  English  education  may  be  taught  in  the 
Cotpmon  Schools. 
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5.  The  higher  Branches — Graded  Schools. — The  38th  section  of  the  School 
Imv  requires  thut  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  English  Grammar,  Geo¬ 
graphy  and  Arithmetic  shall  be  taught  in  every  District ,  not  in  every  School 
of  every  District.  The  intent  and  meaning  of  this  section  is  plainly,  that  a 
reasonable  opportunity  shall  be  afforded  to  every  Pupil  in  each  District  to  ob¬ 
tain  proper  instruction  in  all  of  these  branches.  If  this  purpose  can  be  ao- 
coinplished  by  having  them  taught  in  only  one  School,  or  by  grading  the 
Schools  of  a  District,  and  requiring  the  branches  named  to  be  taught  in  only 
one  or  more  Schools  of  a  higher  grade,  the  duty  of  the  Directors  will  be 
properly  discharged  by  adopting  that  course. 

ft.  Summer  and  Winter  Grades. — In  new  settlements  and  sparse  Districts, 
one  convenient  method  of  grading  would  be  to  open  summer  Schools  for 
small  children,  who  cannot  well  attend  in  the  winter  season  on  account  of 
roads  and  distance;  and  provide  winter  Schools  for  the  larger  pupils. 

7.  Might  Schools  in  cities  and  large  tc  uns. — The  establishment  of  Night 
Schools  for  the  neglected  and  unemployed  youth  of  cities  and  large  towns, 
when  there  are  sufficient  numbers  needing  such  aid,  is  as  much  the  duty  of  Di¬ 
rectors  as  that  of  Day  Schools.  No  special  law  is  needed.  The  School  law  does 
not  prescribe  the  hour  when  the  Schools  shall  be  pened,  nor  the  number  of  hours 
during  which  they  shall  be  open.  Custom,  it  is  true,  fixes  the  period  some¬ 
where  between  the  hours  of  eight,  A.  M  and  five  P.  M. ;  but  this  custom  may 
be  departed  from,  at  the  discretion  of  t  =.  Directors,  and  to  suit  the  wants  of 
the  pupils.  There  is  neither  law  nor  reason  to  support  the  idea  that  a  boy  or 
girl,  whom  necessity  compels  to  labor  during  the  day  for  daily  bread,  shall, 
therefore,  grow  up  in  ignorance — a  curse  to  -cif  and  a  burthen  on  the  public. 
On  the  contrary,  the  law  is  only  rightly  administered,  and  the  dictates  of 
sound  reason  satisfied,  when  as  full  opportunities  for  improvement  are  pre¬ 
sented  to  children  thus  circumstanced,  as  their  necessities  will  permit  them 
to  enjoy.  No  Board  of  Directors  should,  however,  minister  to  the  greed  of 
parents  by  establishing  Night  Schools  for  the  children  of  such  as  can  afford 
to  send  them  to  school  in  day  time.  This  would  not  only  be  a  perversion  of 
the  law,  but  injurious  to  the  youth  thus  overworked.  The  rule,  therefore, 
should  be,  that  none  shall  be  admitted  except  on  clear  showing,  that  their 
condition  is  such  as  totally  to  preclude  attendance  in  the  Day  Schools.  Night 
Schools  are  not  only  promotive  of  the  culture  of  the  youth  of  a  town,  but  are 
amongst  its  most  efficient  police  regulations.  The  difference  between  the 
condition  of  the  streets,  as  to  quiet  and  order,  on  nights  when  the  Schools  are 
open,  and  those  when  they  are  closed,  is  such  as  to  attract  the  attention  of 
the  most  careless  observer.  Were  there  no  other  arguments  in  their  favor 
than  this,  it  should  cause  them  to  be  generally  established  in  all  large  towns. 
Not  only  is  there  thus  a  large  positive  amount  of  evil  prevented,  but  the  state 
of  order  and  obedience,  in  which  the  pupils  are  retained  for  hours,  night 
after  night,  cannot  but  have  a  strong  tendency  towards  the  confirming  of  or¬ 
der  and  obedience  into  most  valuable  life-long  habits.  From  the  middle  of 
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October  to  the  middle  of  March,  seems  to  he  about  the  term  which  the 
state  of  the  seasons  and  the  necessities  of  labor  have  fixed  for  the  duration  of 
the  public  Night  School. 

IV.  AcadEx^iies  and  other  schools. 

8.  School  moneys  to  be  paid,  to0nonc  but  Common  Schools. — Directors  are 
not  authorized  to  appropriate  the  School  funds  of  their  District  to  any  Schools 
but  those  established  and  maintained  under  the  Common  School  law. 

9.  Endowed  Schools ,  8?c. — The  20th  and  21st  sections  of  the  School  law 
of  1849,  relating  to  “  endowed  Schools,  and  Schools  under  the  care  of  reli¬ 
gious  societies,”  were  repealed  by  the  law  of  1854,  and  are  no  longer  in  force. 
School  Directors  have  no  longer  legal  authority  to  pay  School  moneys,  or  any 
portion  thereof,  to  Schools  of  that  description,  or  to  any  other  Schools  that 
are  not  under  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  and  control  of  Directors,  and  the  su¬ 
pervision  of  the  County  Superintendent. 

10.  Union  with  other  Schools. — The  present  law;  does  not  authorize  School 
moneys  or  the  State  appropriation  to  be  applied  to  the  support  of  any  other 
than  the  Common  Schools  of  the  State.  Originally,  Schools  for  the  poor  only, 
were  provided  ;  then  large  appropriations  wTere  made  to  Academies  and. Col¬ 
leges  ;  and  endowed  and  religious  Schools  sanctioned.  But  at  length,  in  1854, 
the  true  foundation  and  starting  point  were  reached,  in  establishing  the  Com¬ 
mon  Schools  upon  their  own  independent  basis,  and  providing  more  adequate 
machinery  for  their  support  and  development.  This  is  to  be  the  direction  of 
the  Common  School  efforts  hereafter.  The  system  seeks  no  interference  with 
other  educational  agencies,  but  owes  its  first  and  highest  allegiance  to  itself ; 
and  it  is  the  obvious  and  paramount  duty  of  Directors  to  make  the  best  use 
of  every  appliance  the  law  furnishes,  to  build  up  and  develop  the  Common 
Schools  within  and  of  themselves,  to  the  highest  point  of  efficiency  and  use¬ 
fulness  of  which  the  system  may  be  ultimately  capable,  and  free  from  damag¬ 
ing  alliance  wTith  other  School  enterprises.  It  would  be  contrary,  therefore, 
to  both  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  School  lawT,  for  Directors  to  unite  the  Com¬ 
mon  Schools  with  Academies  or  Seminaries,  unless  the  latter  will  bring  them- 
selves  strictly  within  the  purview  of  the  School  law,  and  under  the  exclu¬ 
sive  jurisdiction  and  control  of  Directors  and  the  County  Superintendent. 

11.  Common  Schools  not  authorized  on  Sunday. — School  Directors  have  no 
authority  to  appropriate  any  portion  of  the  School  funds  to  Sunday  schools, 
Bor  to  cause  the  Common  Schools  to  be  taught  on  Sunday. 

12.  Directors  not  compellable  to  open  Schools  unless  they  think  them  neces¬ 
sary. — School  Directors  can  be  required  to  afford  every  Pupil  of  their  District 
a  reasonable  opportunity  to  attend  School  at  least  four  months,  and  as  long 
as  such  opportunity  is  afforded  other  Pupils  of  the  District ;  but  they  cannot 
be  required  to  open  and  maintain  a  School  in  any  designated  School  house, 
unless  the  public  interests  would  be  materially  promoted  thereby. 
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SCHOOL  APPARATUS. 

1.  Black-boards,  Maps,  Globes,  Sfc. — Persons  of  all  ages,  and  especially  chil¬ 
dren,  learn  and  understand  much  more  perfectly  and  permanently  what  they 
sec  than  what  they  acquire  in  any  other  way.  The  more  extensively,  therefore, 
black  boards,  maps,  charts,  models,  globes,  &c.,  are  used  in  a  School  by  a  compe¬ 
tent  Teacher,  the  more  attractive  and  successful  will  be  the  School.  These 
appliances  are  of  vast  importance  to  the  efficient  Teacher  and  progress  of  the 
Pupils.  Though  there  is  no  royal  road  to  knowledge,  there  is  a  natural  road 
to  it;  and  the  more  the  nature  of  things  is  exhibited  in  the  course  of  teaching, 
the  more  rapid  and  thorough  will  be  the  progress  of  the  Pupil.  It  is  there¬ 
fore  the  earnest  advice  and  injunction  of  the  Department,  that  Directors  make 
timely  and  adequate  provision  for  the  Schools  in  this  respect.  It  is  manifestly 
within  the  general  line  of  their  duty,  as  well  as  the  express  terms  of  the 
second  division  of  the  23d  section  of  the  law. 


SCHOOL  ARCHITECTURE. 

1.  Pennsylvania  School  Architecture. — This  publication  on  the  location, 
grading,  building,  heating,  ventilating  and  furnishing  of  School  houses,  en¬ 
joined  by  the  law  of  1854,  and  now — July,  1855 — passing  through  the  press 
of  the  State  printer,  will  be  a  work  of  permanent  value,  and  when  received, 
should  be  carefully  preserved  by  the  Secretary  of  each  Board  of  Directors,  as 
the  property  of  the  District  ;  and  while  used  for  its  intended  purposes,  ami 
freely  accessible  to  the  public,  should  not  be  suffered  to  be  lost  or  purloined. 


SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

1.  Immoral  and  sectarian  Books  excluded. — The  law  devolves  the  selec¬ 
tion  of  books  to  be  used  in  the  Schools  upon  the  Board  of  Directors  ;  but  books 
of  immoral  tendency,  or  sectarian  character  should  be  excluded.  The  Schools 
are  not  of  sectarian  origin  or  design,  but  are  public  and  common  to  all  within 
the  ages  fixed  by  the  law.  The  final  settlement  of  disputes  on  this  subject  be¬ 
tween  parents  or  guardians  and  Directors,  devolves  upon  the  Courts,  and  not 
upon  the  State  Superintendent,  who  has  only  advisory,  and  not  judicial  power 
over  the  matter. 

• 

2.  Board  of  Directors  to  select  School  books. — The  Board  of  Directors  (not 
a  single  Director,  nor  the  Directors  individually,)  may  determine  “what 
books  shall  be  used  in  the  School.”  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Board  annually 
to  designate  a  series  of  books  to  be  used  in  the  Schools  under  their  jurisdic- 
tion,  and  to  exclude  all  others.  This  course  is  indispensable  to  the  good 


51 


SCHOOL  HOUSES,  I. 


management  and  prosperity  of  the  Schools.  Without  a  uniformity  of  text 
books,  and  the  systematic  classification  of  the  Scholars  which  cannot  other¬ 
wise  be  made,  it  is  impossible  for  even  the  most  competent  Teachers,  to  do 
justice  to  either  themselves,  or  their  pupils.  The  25th  section  of  the  law  of 
1854,  is  imperative  on  this  point,  and  Directors  are  not  at  liberty  to  disre¬ 
gard  its  injunctions. 


SCHOOL  HOUSES. 


III.  Trust  property. 

IY.  Use  and  control  of  School  houses. 


I.  Erection  and  location  of  School  houses. 
II.  Land  for  School  houses. 


I.  Erection  and  location  of  school  houses. 


1.  School  houses  to  be  erected  when  needed. —  School  Directors  may  erect  as 
many  School  houses  in  their  respective  Districts  as  may  be  needed  for  School 
purposes,  but  no  more.  If  the  old  houses  are  too  small,  or  for  any  cause  are 
not  suitable  for  the  purpose>  Directors  should  erect  others. 


Location  of  School  houses.— -The  Board  of  Directors  have  the  exclusive 


o. 


right  to  locate  School  houses.  It  is  their  duty,  however,  to  locate  them  at 


such  point  as  will  best  accommodate  the  Pupils  for  whose  benefit  they  are 


erected,  and  due  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  wishes  of  the  people  interested. 

3.  Expense  of  building  School  houses ,  Sfc. — School  houses  are  to  be  re¬ 
built  and  repaired  at  the  common  expense  of  the  entire  District,  and  not 


solely  of  the  citizens  in  the  immediate  vicinity  ;  nor  can  Directors  shorten 


the  term  of  School  in  a  particular  house  on  that  account,  or  reduce  it  to  an 
inferior  grade,  in  order  to  reimburse  their  building  expenditures. 

4.  School  house  tax  to  be  assessed  on  the  whole  District . — The  special  tax, 
inder  section  33,  to  buy  ground  or  build  School  houses,  should  be  assessed 


ipon  the  tax  payers  of  the  entire  District,  and  not  upon  a  portion  only.  There 


s  no  provision  in  the  law  for  limiting  the  assessment  to  the  immediate  neigh¬ 
borhood  of  the  proposed  buildings. 

5.  Houses  built  by  adjoining  Districts. — Under  the  23d  section,  division  IX, 


>f  the  School  law,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Directors  of  adjoining  Districts  to 
jrovide  School  houses,  as  well  as  tuition,  for  Pupils  who  cannot  otherwise  be 
)roperly  provided  for  in  their  own  District.  But  if  it  becomes  necessary  to 


?rect  houses  at  the  joint  expense  and  to  be  jointly  owned  by  such  adjoining 


Districts,  great  care  should  be  taken  to  have  the  title  properly  secured,  so  as 


:o  prevent  future  trouble  and  litigation. 

6.  School  Directors  and  Borough  Councils  may  unite  in  building. — The 
Board  of  School  Directors  and  council  of  a  borough  may  erect  a  building 
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jointly,  one  story  of  which  is  to  be  owned  and  used  by  the  School  District, 
and  the  other  by  the  borough,  provided  the  schools  are  not  in  any  way  in¬ 
terfered  with  or  prejudiced  by  such  occupancy  of  the  house  ;  and  it  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  Directors  in  all  cases  reserve  the  privilege  of  occupying  or 
purchasing  the  whole  house,  whenever  it  may  he  needed  for  School  purposes. 

7.  Union  graded  School  houses. — The  Department  encourages  the  erection 
of  Union  graded  School  houses,  wherever  the  population  and  other  circum¬ 
stances  justify  it,  as  being  well  calculated  to  promote  the  permanent  welfare 
of  the  Common  Schools. 

S.  Competent  contractor  employed. — In  erecting  School  houses  it  is  the  duty 
of  Directors,  first  to  adopt  their  plans  and  specifications,  and  then  let  the  con¬ 
struction  of  them  to  a  competent,  responsible  person,  at  as  reasonable  a  rate 
as  they  can  obtain,  or  is  offered  to  be  done  by  such  person.  But  in  no  case 
should  they  let  the  building  of  a  house  to  an  incompetent  or  irresponsible 
contractor.  Who  are  competent  and  responsible,  is  a  proper  question  for  the 
decision  of  the  Directors.  For  any  gross  abuse  of  their  powers  in  this  respect 
they  may  be  removed  from  office  under  the  9th  section  of  the  law  of  18:4. 

9.  Directors  not  to  be  contractors. — It  is  a  violation  of  sound  policy  and 
the  spirit  of  the  School  law,  for  a  Board  of  Directors  to  enter  into  a  contract 
with  one  of  their  own  number  for  the  erection  of  School  houses.  Such  con¬ 
tracts  are  wrong,  upon  principle,  and  the  Department  cannot  do  otherwise 
than  hold  them  to  be  illegal  and  void. 

10.  Borrowed  money  for.  building. — Under  the  22d  section  of  the  law  of 
1854,  Directors  can  borrow  money  to  build  School  houses. 


II.  Land  for  school  houses. 

11.  Lands  cannot  be  taken  for  School  houses  without  owner's  consent .< — 
When  the  citizens  of  a  District  refuse  to  either  sell,  lease  or  donate  lands  on 
which  to  erect  a  School  house,  the  Directors  are  without  remedy.  They  have 
no  legal  power  to  enter  upon  lands,  against  the  consent  of  the  owner,  for  the 
purpose  of  erecting  a  School  house,  in  the  manner  that  railroad  and  canal 
companies  take  land  for  their  corporate  purposes. 

12.  In  leasing  ground  for  School  house,  right  of  removal  to  be  reserved. — 
When  ground  upon  which  to  erect  a  School  house  is  leased  by  Directors, 
they  should  reserve  the  right  to  remove  the  house  at  the  expiration  of  the 
lease.  Unless  this  reservation  is  made  in  the  agreement,  the  owner  of  the 
land  may  prevent  them  from  removing  it  if  made  a  part  of  the  freehold  either 
before  or  after  the  lease  expires ;  nor  can  the  district  recover  the  value  of  the 
house  from  the  owner  of  the  land. 

13.  Rights  of  property  in  divided  townships. — When  townships  are  divided, 
that  part  in  which  the  School  buildings  are  located  becomes  the  owner  for 
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the  purposes  designed  in  their  construction.  In  the  case  of  independent  dis¬ 
tricts  the  courts  determine  the  rights  of  property. 

14.  State  roads  not  to  interfere  with  School  house  property. — School  houses 
with  a  convenient  lot  and  curtilage  are  dedicated  to  public  use  for  public  pur¬ 
poses,  and  no  law  authorizing  the  laying  out  of  a  State  road  could  be  con¬ 
strued  so  as  to  warrant  the  interference  with  the  School  house  lot  or  cur¬ 
tilage,  unless  by  the  clearest  express  terms. 


III.  Trust  property. 

15.  Trust  property  for  School  purposes  not  to  be  sold  or  diverted. — Real  estate 
conveyed  to  trustees  expressly  “  for  School  purposes,”  and  by  them  trans¬ 
ferred  to  the  School  Directors,  cannot  be  sold  by  the  latter,  or  diverted  in 
any  manner  from  the  uses  for  which  it  was  originally  granted  to  the  trustees. 

16.  Trustees  for  School  purposes  may  convey  or  lease  trust  property  for  the 
same  uses. — Trustees  of  a  School  house  demised  for  the  use  of  a  neighborhood 
er  township  for  School  purposes,  or  of  a  School  house  erected  by  voluntary 
subscription  for  such  purposes,  may  sell  or  rent  the  same  to  the  School  Direc¬ 
tors,  “  for  the  same  uses  for  which  it  was  originally  granted  to  said  trus¬ 
tee®. ”  If  for  any  cause  there  are  no  legal  trustees,  the  court  may  appoint. 

17.  Ejectment  will  lie  against  intruder  for  School  lots  dedicated  by  parol. — 
A  proprietor  in  laying  out  a  town,  dedicated  by  parol  certain  lots  to  School 
purposes,  without  the  intervention  of  Trustees.  Held,  that  upon  the  incorpo¬ 
ration  of  the  town,  the  property  vested  in  the  School  Directors,  who  might 
maintain  ejectment  against  an  intruder,  although  the  cestuis  que  trust  never 
took  actual  possession  or  erected  a  School  house  on  the  premises. — Klinkener 
vs.  Directors ,  1  J.  444. 


IV.  Use  and  control  of  school  houses. 

18.  Directors  have  exclusive  control  of  School  houses ,  and  may  sue  and  indict 
trespassers. — The  School  Directors  alone  have  the  control  over  the  School 
houses  of  the  District.  They  hold  them  to  be  used  for  School  purposes  only, 
and  may  prohibit  their  use  for  any  other.  They  should  not  permit  them  to 
be  used  for  any  other  than  School  purposes  when  held  solely  by  the  School 
District,  unless  in  cases  where  the  purpose  is  innocent  or  promotive  of  public 
£ood,  and  is  not  objected  to  by  any  considerable  portion  of  the  tax-payers  of 
the  District.  Even  in  such  cases  the  Directors  have  the  right  to  refuse  the 
use  of  the  School  houses.  If  other  parties  take  possession  of  the  School 
houses,  without  the  consent  of  the  Directors,  they  are  trespassers,  and  may 
he  held  jointly  or  severally  liable  for  all  the  damages  done,  in  a  civil  ac- 
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tion,  and  also,  where  the  taking  of  possession  was  by  force  and  violence,  be 
prosecuted  for  a  forcible  entry. 

19.  Use  of  School  houses  for  other  purposes. — School  Directors  may  permit 
subscription  schools  to  he  taught  in  the  School  houses  owned  by  the  District, 
when  not  needed  for  the  use  of  the  public  Schools.  They  may  also  permit. 
Sunday  schools  to  be  taught  in  them.  In  such  case$  the  persons  occupying 
them  are  responsible  for  any  injury  the  school  houses  may  sustain  during  or 
in  consequence  of  such  occupancy. 

20.  Use  of  House  built  by  contribution. — Where  a  School  house  has  been 
built  by  voluntary  contribution  in  whole  or  in  part,  the  Directors  may  permit 
the  contributors  and  associates  to  use  it  for  public  meetings  in  such  manner  as 
not  to  interfere  with  the  school,  according  to  the  original  understanding  be¬ 
tween  the  parties. 


SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 

1.  Pennsylvania  School  Journal. — The  9th  section  of  the  supplement  makes 
the  Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  (published  at  Lancaster,  Pa.,  by  Tuo.  H. 
Bukrowes,  editor,)  the  official  medium  of  monthly  communication  between  the 
Department  and  School  Districts  and  Officers,  throughout  the  State  ;  in  which 
current  decisions,  explanations  and  instructions  are  published  free  of  charge. 
The  State  Superintendent  has  subscribed  for  one  copy  for  each  District,  com¬ 
mencing  with  the  June  No.,  1855,  which  is  regularly  mailed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Board,  whose  duty  it  is  to  receive  it,  pay  postage  thereon  at  the  rate 
specified  on  the  printed  cover ;  file  it  for  the  use  of  the  Board,  and  others  who 
may  wish  to  consult  its  pages ;  and  have  it  bound  at  the  end  of  each  volume, 
for  preservation  as  the  permanent  property  of  the  district.  Directors  can,  if 
they  choose,  subscribe  for  a  copy  for  each  member  of  the  board,  and  pay  for 
the  same  out  of  the  school  moneys  in  the  District  treasury.  The  Department 
is  responsible  for  the  “Official”  contents  of  the  Journal,  only.  The  other 
portions  of  the  Journal  are  under  the  exclusive  control  of  the  editor. 


SCHOOL  LAWS. 

1.  Copies  of  School  Law  and  Decisions. — Copies  of  the  School  Law,  with 
the  Decisions  of  the  Superintendent,  in  either  English  or  German,  will  be 
furnished  free  of  charge,  upon  application  to  the  Department,  in  person  o r 
by  letter. 


SCHOOL  TAX,  ^ 
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SCHOOL  MONEYS. 


(See  School  Houses  3,  4;  and  School  Tax  29,  30.) 

1.  Division  of  School  money  in  a  District. — There  are  no  sub-districts 
under  the  new  School  law,  and  there  can  be  no  division  of  the  School  money 
in  any  District,  by  the  taxable  or  the  scholar.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  Directoi^ 
to  keep  all  the  Schools  of  the  District  open  the  same  length  of  time,  at  the 
expense  of  the  entire  District,  and  pay  all  the  expenses  of  the  Schools  for 
tuition,  fuel,  &c.,  out  of  the  District  Treasury,  without  reference  to  sub-divi¬ 
sion  lines,  but  so  as  to  do  as  nearly  as  possible  equal  justice  to  every  part. 


SCHOOL  TAX. 


I.  Assessment  of  School  tax. 
fl.  Subjects  of  taxation. 


III.  Building  tax. 

IV.  Collector  of  School  t&. 


I.  Assessment  of  school  tax. 

1.  Last  adjusted  valuation  not  to  be  modified  or  enlarged. — In  levying 
School  tax,  Directors  are  limited  in  their  assessments,  by  the  11th  section  of 
the  Supplement,  to  the  “last  adjusted  valuation,”  furnished  by  the  County 
Commissioners,  and  cannot  modify  or  enlarge  it,  to  make  up  for  either  real 

or  supposed  omissions  on  the  part  of  Assessors. 

* 

2.  Directors  not  to  call  on  assessors  for  copy  of  valuation. — It  is  the  ex¬ 
clusive  duty  of  the  County  Commissioners  to  furnish  Directors  a  copy  of  the 
last  adjusted  valuation,  and  the  latter  cannot  receive  it  from  any  other  source, 
or  pay  Assessors  for  a  copy  thereof. 

3.  School  tax  to  he  levied  but  once  a  year . — Directors  can  levy  School  tax 
only  once  in  any  one  school  year  ;  and  it  will  be  seen  that  under  the  33d 
section  of  the  law,  the  building  tax  and  ordinary  School  tax,  must  both  be 
levied  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner. 

4.  School  tax  may  be  levied  after  first  Monday  of  June. — The  duty  of 
Directors  to  levy  the  annual  School  tax  on  or  before  the  first  Monday  of  June, 
is  merely  directory.  If  they  neglect,  or  for  any  other  cause  do  not  levy  the 
tax  within  the  time  specified,  they  may  levy  it  at  a  future  period;  and  a  tax 
thus  levied  is  as  valid  as  if  the  letter  of  the  law  had  been  strictly  fulfilled. 

5.  Minority  tax  not  legal. — A  tax  levied  by  the  votes  of  less  than  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  a  District,  is  illegal,  and  collection  cannot 
be  enforced. 
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C.  Tax  not  regulated  by  vote  of  citizens. — “A  vote  of  the  citizens”  can  nei¬ 
ther  authorize  nor  prevent  the  Directors  from  levying  a  specified  amount  of 
tax — the  School  law  regulates  them  in  that  respect. 

II.  Subjects  of  taxation. 

7.  Subjects  of  Taxation. — There  are  four  distinct  and  independent  classes 
of  subjects  of  taxation  for  School  purposes,  having  no  connection  whatever 
with,  or  dependence  upon  each  other,  viz : 

1.  Single  Freemen. 

2.  Trades,  Occupations  and  Professions. 

3.  Salaries  and  emoluments  of  office. 

4.  Property. 

See  sections  28  to  35,  inclusive,  of  the  School  law  of  1854,  and  the  various 
acts  regulating  State  and  County  taxes. 

1.  Single  Freemen. 

8.  Tax  on  Single  Freemen. — The  tax  on  u  single  freemen,”  applies  to 
such  single  frfemen  only  as  do  not  follow  “any  occupation  or  calling,”  and 
not  to  urftnarrted  men  generally  ;  and  its  amount  cannot  be  more  or  less  than 
fifty  cents. 

9.  The  fifty  cent  Tax  on  single  freemen,  and  on  trades,  professions  and  oc¬ 
cupations,  prescribed  by  the  30th  section  of  the  School  law,  is  separate  from 

and  independent  of  all  other  taxes,  and.  is  in  addition  thereto. 

• 

10.  When  widowers  taxable  as  single  freemen. — When  widowers  have  no  oc¬ 
cupation  or  calling,  they  are  liable  to  be  taxed  fifty  cents  as  single  freemen, 
but  not  otherwise. 

2.  Trades ,  Occupations  and  Professions. 

11.  Tax  on  Trades ,  Occupations  and  Professions, — If  the  assessed  value  of 
any  person’s  trade,  occupation  or  profession,  be  less  than  $200,  it  is  not  taxa¬ 
ble  at  all.  If  it  be  valued  at  from  $200  to  $250,  the  tax  should  be  fifty  cents. 
If  it  be  valued  at  more  than  $250,  the  tax  should  be  fifty  cents,  and  then,  in 
addition  to  the  fifty  cents,  one  per  cent,  on  every  dollar  of  the  valuation  above 
$250  ;  and  this  is  the  highest  limit  authorized  by  law  in  this  particular. 

12.  A  merchant’s  or  other  trader’s  license,  does  not  exempt  him  from  a  tax 
on  his  occupation. 

13.  Farmers  are  exempted  from  an  “  occupation'1'  tax. — By  the  32d  section 
of  the  act  of  29th  April,  1844,  (pamphlet  laws  1844,  p.  499,)  farmers  are  ex¬ 
empted  from  tax  on  their  occupation. 

14.  Negroes  subject  to  taxation. — Negroes  are  subject  to  taxation  for  their 
occupation,  &c.,  the  same  as  white  men,  and  their  children  have  the  same  right 
to  the  benefits  of  our  Public  School  system,  subject  to  section  twenty-four 
of  the  School  law  of  1854. 
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3.  Salaries  and  Emoluments  of  Office, 


15.  Tax  on  Salaries  and  Emoluments  of  Office. — The  tax  upon  salaries, 
emoluments  of  office  created  by  or  held  under  the  Constitution  or  laws  of  this 
Commonwealth,  or  created  by  or  held  under  any  corporation,  institution  or 
company  incorporated  by  this  Commonwealth,  when  such  salaries  or  emolu¬ 
ments  exceed  $200,  is  two  per  cent,  on  every  dollar  of  the  value  thereof  above 
two  hundred  dollars. 

16.  Salary  of  President  Judge  not  taxable. — The  Supreme  Court  has  deci¬ 
ded,  that  the  “salary”  of  a  president  judge  cannot  be  diminished  by  taxa¬ 
tion.— 5  W.  Sr  S.  403. 

4.  Property  ;  Real ,  Personal  and  Mixed. 

17.  Tax  on  Property. — The  tax  on  property,  real,  personal  and  mixed, 
should  be  regulated  by  the  necessities  of  the  District,  but  cannot  exceed  thir¬ 
teen  mills  on  the  dollar.  The  proper  course  is  to  go  over  the  list  of  taxables 
and  ascertain  what  amount  can  be  realized  from  single  freemen,  trades,  occu¬ 
pations  and  professions,  and  salaries  and  emoluments  of  office,  and  then  as¬ 
sess  the  balance  that  may  be  needed  to  keep  the  Schools  open  four  months 
or  whatever  longer  period  may  be  contemplated,  upon  the  taxable  property  of 
the  District,  within  the  above  stated  limit  of  thirteen  mills. 


18.  Money  at  interest  taxable  for  School  purposes. — All  “  subjects  or  things 
made  taxable  for  State  or  County  purposes,”  and  included  in  the  county 
commissioners’  certified  copy  of  last  adjusted  valuation,  are  taxable  for  School 
purposes.  Money  at  interest  is  therefore  taxable  for  School  purposes. 

19.  Widows'  property  not  exempt  from  taxation. — All  property  acquired  by 
a  widow  under  our  intestate  laws,  that  is  otherwise  subject  to  taxation  for 
School  purposes,  continues  so  to  be  in  her  hands. 

20.  Bank  Stocks  not  taxable  for  School  purposes. — Under  the  operation  of  the 
11th  section  of  the  Supplement  to  the  School  law,  approved  8th  May,  1855, 
bank  stocks  are  not  taxable  for  School  purposes. 

21.  Bank  Stocks  in  the  State  of  Maryland  are  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of 
Pennsylvania  School  Directors,  and  are  not  taxable  in  this  State  for  School 
purposes. 

22.  Resident  guardians  of  wards  out  of  the  State  taxable  here. — A  guardian 
resident  of  this  State,  whose  ward  resides  out  of  the  State,  is  not  thereby  ex¬ 
onerated  from  the  payment  of  School  tax  upon  any  property  in  this  State, 
which  he  holds  in  trust  for  the  benefit  of  such  ward.  The  law  is  as  binding 
upon  him  as  though  the  ward  was  resident  within  this  State. 


23.  Guardians  taxable  in  their  own  District ,  for  personal  property  of  wards 
residing  elsewhere. — Guardians  residing  in  a  district,  and  their  wards  residing 
elsewhere,  may  be  required  to  pay  the  School  tax  upon  all  the  taxable  per¬ 
sonal  property  they  represent  on  behalf  of  their  wards. 
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21.  Where  real  estate  taxable. — Real  estate  is  taxable  only  in  the  District 
in  which  it  is  located. 

25.  Highest  joint  tux  on  property. — The  highest  tax  that  can  be  assessed 
on  property  for  both  building  and  School  purposes,  is  twenty-six  mills  on  the 
dollar. 


a.  Carriages  and  Watches. 

2>.  Specific  tax  on  certain  articles  of  personal  property. — The  School  tax 
upon  pleasure  carriages  owned  and  kept  for  use,  is  one  per  cent,  upon  every 
dollar  of  the  value  thereof;  upon  watches  owned  and  kept  for  use,  as  follows, 
that  is  to  say  :  on  gold  lever  or  other  gold  watches  of  equal  value,  each  one 
dollar  ;  upon  every  other  description  of  gold  watches,  and  upon  silver  lever 
watches  of  the  like  value,  seventy-five  cents  ;  and  upon  every  other  descrip¬ 
tion  of  watches  of  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  or  upwards,  fifty  cents. 

b.  Unseated  Lands. 

27.  Tax  on ,  how  collected. — The  34th  section  of  the  School  law  of  1854, 
makes  ample  provision  for  the  collection  of  School  tax  assessed  on  unseated 
lands,  and  Directors  can  have  no  difficulty  on  that  score. 


III.  Building  t,\x. 

28.  Building  tax  authorized. — The  33d  section  of  the  School  law  authorizes 
every  Board  of  Directors  to  levy  a  special  tax  for  building  School  houses; 
and  confers  the  same  authority  upon  Boards  of  Controllers  in  cities  and  bo¬ 
roughs,  where  the  School  property  is  vested  in  them. 

29.  Ordinary  School  tax  not  to  be  applied  to  Building. — The  tax  levied  under 
the  30th  section  of  the  School  law  should  be  appropriated  solely  to  the  sup¬ 
port  and  maintenance  of  the  Schools,  and  to  defray  their  ordinary  expenses, 
including  repairs ;  and  Directors  cannot  legally  use  any  portion  of  it  as  a 
building  fund. 

30.  Building  tax  limited  and  to  be  kept  separate. — The  special  tax  for  build¬ 
ing  purposes  under  the  33d  section  of  the  law,  cannot  exceed  the  “  amount  of 
the  regular  annual  tax”  for  the  current  School  year,  levied  under  the  30th 
section.  A  careful  account  should  be  kept  of  each  fund  separately. 

31.  What  taxable  for  building  purposes. —  Under  the  33d  section  of  the  law 
of  1854,  as  much  tax  for  building  purposes  can  also,  if  needed,  be  levied,  as 
is  assessed  for  School  purposes;  and  the  same  subjects  and  things  are  taxa¬ 
ble  for  building  purposes,  as  are  taxable  for  School  purposes. 
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IV.  Collector  of  school  tax. 

1.  Appointment  of  Collector. 

32.  Director  not  to  be  appointed  Collector. — It  is  not  admissible  to  appoint 
a  Director  Collector  of  School  tax,  except  in  the  single  instance  specified  in 
the  proviso  to  the  31st  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  when  the  treasurer  is  ap¬ 
pointed  Collector  and  happens  to  be  a  member  of  the  Board  ;  and  that  should 
be  avoided  wherever  possible.  The  fact  that  the  Board  make  exonerations, 
and  that  a  Director  holding  the  office  of  collector  would  thus  have  a  voice  in 
exonerating  himseli  from  the  collection  of  tax  he  had  not  made  proper  effort 
to  collect,  presents  sufficient  reason  for  this  decision. 

33.  Constable,  only,  compelled  to  serve  as  Collector. — According  to  the  terms 
of  the  12th  section  of  the  Supplement,  the  Constable  of  the  District  is  the 
only  person  who  can  be  compelled  to  serve  as  Collector  of  School  tax,  under 
the  penalty  of  fifty  dollars  imposed  by  the  proviso  to  the  31st  section  of  the 
law  of  1854. 

34.  Collectors  must  give  security  as  suck. — Under  the  32d  section  of  the 
School  law  of  1854,  whoever  is  appointed  Collector  of  School  tax~-~whether 
he  be  the  treasurer,  constable,  or  some  third  person,  should  furnish  security 
as  Collector.  The  official  bond  of  the  treasurer  or  constable  as  such,  does  not 
cover  the  liabilities  of  Collector. 

2.  Powers ,  Duties,  Liabilities ,  8?c.,  of  Collector. 

35.  Power  of  Collector  to  enforce  payment  of  School  tax. — The  31st  section 
of  the  School  law  authorizes  Collectors  of  School  tax  “  to  demand  and  re¬ 
ceive  from  every  person  in  such  duplicate  named,  the  sum  wherewith  such 
person  stands  charged,  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  like  power  and  authority 
to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  same ,  as  is  now  or  hereafter  may  be  conferred  by 
law  upon  the  collector  of  county  taxes.” 

The  51st  section  of  the  act  of  15th  April,  1834,  (which  is  the  latest  enact¬ 
ment  on  this  subject)  provides  in  the  case  of  Collector  of  taxes,  that  “  if  any 
person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  make  payment  of  the  amount  due  by  him  for 
such  [county]  tax,  within  thirty  days  from  the  time  of  demand  so  made,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Collector  aforesaid,  to  levy  such  amount  by  distress 
and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days’  public 
notice  of  such  sale,  by  written  or  printed  advertisements;  and  in  case  goods 
and  chatties  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same  with  the  costs  cannot  be  found,  such 
Collector  shall  be  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  said  delinquent,  and  convey 
him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain,  until  the  amount  of  such 
tax,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid,  or  secured  to  be  paid,  or  until  he 
shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due  course  of  law.” 

36.  Who  exempt  from  arrest. — A  Collector  of  School  tax  has  no  legal  au¬ 
thority  to  arrest  or  imprison  for  non-payment  of  such  tax,  any  female,  or  in¬ 
fant,  (person  under  age)  or  person  found  by  inquest  to  be  of  unsound  mind.. 
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37.  The  three  hundred  dollar  act  no  exemption  for  taxes. — The  “  three  hun¬ 
dred  dollar  act”  does  not  exempt  property  from  levy  and  sale  for  taxes. 

38.  Collector's  warrant  good  for  two  years. — The  period  during  which  war¬ 
rants  issued  to  Collectors  of  School  tax  are  effectual  for  the  collection  of  such 
lax,  is  two  years,  and  no  more.  Hut  they  should  make  it  a  point  to  collect 
the  tax  within  the  first  year,  so  as  to  save  the  Schools  from  pecuniary  em¬ 
barrassment. 

39.  Collector's  right  to  sue  for  tax. — In  all  cases  where  taxes  are  due  and 
unpaid  to  the  Collector  of  School  tax,  after  the  expiration  of  his  warrant,  when 
such  Collector  has  not  been  legally  exonerated  therefrom,  every  such  Col¬ 
lector,  his  executors,  administrators  or  any  of  them,  has  fuil  right  and  power 
to  sue  for  and  recover  the  same  with  interest  thereon,  after  the  expiration  of 
his  warrant  aforesaid,  from  all  and  every  person  and  persons,  bodies  politic 
and  corporate,  owing  the  same,  as  other  debts  of  like  amount  are  now  by  law 
recoverable. 

40.  When  and  how  tax  to  be  paid  on  removal  from  one  District  to  another . — 
The  35th  section  of  the  School  law  of  1854,  makes  special  provision  for  the 
assessment  and  collection  of  School  tax  from  persons  changing  their  residence 
from  one  District  to  another. 

41.  Collectors'  payments  to  Treasurers. — Collectors  must  pay  over  the  tax 
collected  by  them  to  the  person  who  is  Treasurer  at  the  time  payment  is 
made,  in  legal  currency,  or  as  good  current  money  as  they  received. 

42.  Collector  not  to  buy  School  Orders. — It  is  a  misdemeanor  in  office  for  a 
Collector  to  buy  School  warrants,  or  orders,  with  the  School  moneys.  [See 
“Directors,”  41.] 

43.  Collectors'  per  centage  limited  to  actual  collections. — Collectors  can  re¬ 
ceive  per  centage  only  upon  the  taxes  actually  collected  by  them. 

44.  Collectors  entitled  to  only  five  per  cent. — Directors  have  no  authority  to 
pay  the  collector  more  than  five  per  cent,  for  collecting  School  tax,  under 
any  circumstances. 

45.  Moneys  due  from  Collectors  for  past  years  recover  able. — V  hatever  money 
is  due  from  tax  Collectors  of  preceding  years,  can  be  collected  from  them  by 
the  District  by  suit  upon  the  Collectors’  bonds ;  or  if  they  have  given  none, 
by  an  ordinary  action  of  debt.  Directors  are  instructed  by  the  Department  to 
collect  old  duplicates  promptly. 

4>6.  Three  hundred  dollar  law  not  applicable  to  a  defaulting  Collector. — The 
$300  law  only  applies  to  ordinary  debts  upon  contract.  A  defaulting  Collec¬ 
tor  of  School  tax,  against  whom  judgment  ha6  been  obtained  and  execution* 
issued,  cannot  claim  the  benefit  of  its  provisions. 

47.  Duplicate  to  be  taken  bach  in  case  of  Collector's  death. — If  a  Collector 
of  School  tax  dies  with  a  duplicate  in  his  charge,  the  Directors  must 
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take  it  back  ;  the  administrator  of  the  deceased  being  only  required  to  settle 
with  the  Directors  for  such  portion  of  the  duplicate  as  the  deceased  Collector 
had  collected  or  rendered  himself  personally  liable  for. 


STATE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

1.  When,  information  is  desired. — Directors  and  others  desiring  informa¬ 
tion  about  the  School  system,  should  first  examine  the  pamphlet  copy  of  the 
Law  and  Decisions,  then  the  Official  department  of  the  School  Journal ;  and 
if  the  information  sought  for  cannot  be  found,  write  to  the  Department 
at  Harrisburg,  whose  duty  and  pleasure  it  is  to  furnish  information  and  ad¬ 
vice  to  all  who  may  have  occasion  to  ask  it. 

2.  Post  Office  to  be  always  stated  in  Letters. — Directors  and  others  writing 
to  the  Department,  are  particularly  requested  to  mention  their  Post  Office  and 
County  as  well  as  District.  The  post  mark  on  the  envelop  is  frequently  the 
only  clue  to  the  locality  of  the  correspondent,  and  sometimes  that  is  wanting  ; 
in  which  case  letters  remain  unanswered,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  know¬ 
ing  where  to  direct  the  reply. 

3  Postage. — By  an  arrangement  with  the  Postmaster  General,  under  an 
Act  of  Assembly,  the  postage  on  all  letters  to  the  Department  on  official  busi¬ 
ness,  can  be  sent  without  being  pre  paid  at  the  place  of  mailing,  but  will  be 
paid  at  the  Harrisburg  post  office,  by  the  Apartment. 

4.  Effect  and  value  of  State  Superintendents  Decisions. — The  decisions  of 
the  Superintendent  are  not  “  equivalent  to  legislative  enactment.”  They 
give  proper  construction  to  the  law,  advise  all  persons  in  interest  how  to 
proceed,  and  of  the  extent  and  nature  of  their  duties.  They  are  an  authorized 
official  exposition  of  the  law,  the  rights  and  duties  of  parents,  guardians, 
pupils,  teachers,  directors  and  others,  and  as  such  afford  protection  and  a 
safe  line  of  conduct  to  all  who  come  under  the  operation  of  the  Common 
School  System.  They  are  sufficient  authority  to  parents,  teachers,  directors, 
See.,  for  the  performance  of  the  duties,  acts  and  offices  they  enjoin  :  and 
it  is  the  duty  of  all  persons  having  connection  with  the  Common  School 
System,  to  yield  a  ready  obedience  to  the  instruction,  advice,  explanation  and 
information  they  give. 

5.  Certain  decisions  equivalent  to  the  judgment  of  a  court  of  last  resort. — 
Decisions  made  under  the  first  division  of  the  forty-sixth  section  of  the  School 
law,  are  as  binding  upon  the  parties  concerned  as  a  final  judgment  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  could  be. 

6.  Payments  by  the  State  Superintendent. — The  Superintendent  does  not 
accept  orders  from,  or  stop  payments  due  to  County  Superintendents,  or  any 
other  officer  connected  with  the  Department.  Warrants  on  the  State  Trea- 
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surer  are  issued  to  the  order  of  the  persons  officially  entitled  to  the  money, 
and  to  no  others.  Any  other  course  would  be  without  authority  of  law,  and 
would  lead  to  endless  embarrassment  and  confusion  in  the  accounts  of  the 
Department. 


TEACHERS. 


I.  Teacher's  Certificate. 

II.  Employment  and  Salary  of  Teachers. 

111.  Dismissal  of  Teacher. 

IV".  Teacher’s  authority  over  Pupils. 


V.  Liabilities  of  Teachers. 
VI.  Classification  of  Pupils. 
VII.  T  eacher’s  Month. 
VIII.  Female  Teachers. 


I.  Teacher’s  certificate. 

1.  Permanent  Certificate — what  its  value. — The  first  class  certificate  will 
entitle  the  holder  to  the  rank  of  professional  Teacher.  The  examination  of 
applicants  for  such,  should  be  thorough  and  searching  in  those  branches  named 
in  the  law,  and  in  such  others  as  the  candidate  desires  to  be  examined  in.  If 
found  proficient  in  such  other  branches,  tbej'-  should  be  inserted  in  the  certi¬ 
ficate,  in  addition  to  those  named  in  the  law  and  which  are  printed  in  the 
blanks.  The  certificate  is  intended  as  a  permanent  testimonial  that  the 
holder  is  a  member  of  the  truly  honorable  profession  of  Teacher,  under  the 
Common  School  System  of  Pennsyl^nia. 

2.  Temporary  Certificate. — The  temporary  or  provisional  certificate,  does 
not  entitle  the  holder  to  the  rank  of  professional  Teacher,  but  indicates  his 
graduated  qualifications  short  of  that  standard. 

3.  Teachers ’  Certificates  not  in  force  out  of  the  County. — County  Superin¬ 
tendents’  certificates  to  Teachers  are  of  no  authority  out  of  the  county  for 
which  they  were  issued.  A  change  of  location  to  another  county,  would  re¬ 
quire  a  re-examination  by  the  Superintendent  of  the  proper  county,  and  a  new 
certificate.  Superintendents,  however,  can  in  such  cases,  if  they  choose,  en¬ 
dorse  the  foreign  certificate,  instead  of  issuing  a  new  one,  if,  upon  exatnina- 
tion  of  the  applicant,  they  find  it  to  be  accurate,  and  worthy  of  approval. 

4.  When  Teacher1  s  Certificate  should  he  annulled. — if  any  Teacher  proves  in¬ 
competent,  or  should  become  addicted  to  intemperance  or  other  immorality,  his 
certificate  should  be  promptly  annulled  by  the  County  Superintendent.  These 
precautions  are  necessary,  in  order  that  the  profession  of  Teacher  may  be 
established  upon  a  proper  basis,  and  its  respectability,  efficiency  and  useful¬ 
ness  maintained  under  all  circumstances.  It  is  not  necessary  to  annul  a  pro¬ 
visional  certificate  that  has  expired  by  its  own  limitation. 

5'.  Form  of  Teacher's  Certificate  not  to  he  changed. — County  Superintendents 
are  not  at  liberty  to  alter’ the  character  of  the  blank  Teacher’s  certificates  fur¬ 
nished  them  by  the  Department  or  to  issue  others. 
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II.  Employment  and  pay  of  teachers. 

6.  Directors  not  to  be  Teachers. — No  person  can  serve  as  Director  and 
Teacher  at  the  same  time.  One  office  or  the  other  must  be  surrendered. 

7.  Contracts  with  Teachers  to  be  on  paper. — Many  disputes  between  Di¬ 
rectors  and  Teachers  are  referred  to  the  Department  for  settlement,  most  of 
which  have  originated  in  the  absence  of  a  written  contract  between  the  par¬ 
ties.  To  prevent  such  difficulties,  Directors  should  employ  no  Teacher  with¬ 
out  putting  the  terms  of  the  contract  on  paper.  As  it  is  always  difficult  and 
sometimes  impossible  for  the  Secretary  to  prepare  as  many  manuscript  agree¬ 
ments  as  are  necessary,  where  a  number  of  Teachers  are  engaged  at  one  time, 
Directors  should  prepare  printed  blanks  for  the  purpose,  and  pay  for  them  out 

iof  the  District  treasury.  The  form  prescribed  by  the  Department  will  be 
found  in  the  latter  part  of  this  pamphlet,  and  no  doubt  printers  in  almost  every 
county,  would  keep  them  on  hand  for  sale,  if  Directors  were,  as  they  should 
be,  in  the  habit  of  buying;  them. 

8.  Rejected  and  Dissatisfied  Teachers.  —  Organized  combinations  have 
been  made  by  rejected  Teachers,  in  some  portions  of  the  State,  to  mislead 
inexperienced  Directors,  and  induce  the  latter  to  examine  and  employ  them 
on  their  own  responsibility,  and  in  defiance  of  the  present  School  laws.  Such 
a  course  can  only  result  in  disaster  to  the  parties  who  attempt  the  experiment. 
Teachers  employed  under  such  circumstances  could  not  legally  draw  their 
pay  from  the  District  treasury  j  and  Directors  would  forfeit  their  District’s 
share  of  the  State  appropriation,  and  be  individually  liable  to  the  District  for 
the  amount  thus  lost,  as  well  as  for  the  Teacher’s  wages,  if  paid  out  of  the 
School  money ;  and  be  liable,  beside,  to  removal  from  office  by  the  court  of 
Quarter  Sessions.  The  Department  is  willing  to  extend  all  reasonable  s}7m- 
pathy  and  encouragement  to  Teachers  who  comply  with  the  terms  of  the  law, 
and  evince  a  willingness  to  educate  themselves  up  to  the  level  of  its  require- 
ments,  as  rapidly  as  leisure  and  opportunities  for  study  will  permit.  But  in 
such  cases  as  the  above,  recusants  will  find  the  heavy  hand  of  the  law  and 
ithe  authority  of  the  Department,  come  down  upon  them  with  unsparing  rigor 
It  they  are  not  willing  to  qualify  themselves  for  their  profession,  they  had  better 

i quit  the  business  at  once,  and  give  place  to  better  men.  If  Teachers  feel 
themselves  aggrieved  by  the  examination  to  which  they  may  be  subjected,  they 
should  level  their  anathemas  at  the  Department,  and  not  at  the  County  Su¬ 
perintendents  ;  for  the  latter,  when  in  the  faithful  and  impartial  discharge  of 
their  duty,  are  only  fulfilling  the  law,  and  obeying  the  express  instructions  of 
the  Department.  “  It  is  a  delicate  and  difficult  task — a  momentous  responsi¬ 
bility — to  undertake  the  education  of  youth,  even  with  mature  years,  ripe 
judgment,  a  thorough  education,  and  with  all  the  advantages  derived  from 
long  experience  and  extended  observation.  The  best  interests  of  our  chil¬ 
dren  call  for  the  employment  of  gifted,  skilful,  carefully  trained,  efficient  and 
i  devoted  teachers.”  And  those  who  are  charged  with  the  administration  of  the 
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system  would  be  recreant  to  the  high  trust  devolved  upon  them,  if  they  coun¬ 
tenanced  the  intrusion  of  unworthy  and  discarded  applicants.  When  manifest 
injustice  has  been  done,  through  favoritism  or  prejudice,  the  only  proper 
course  would  be  to  bring  the  case,  with  the  proof,  before  the  Department  for 
examination  and  redress. 

% 

9.  Immoral ,  cruel  or  meddlesome  Teachers ,  should  not  be  employed  or  re¬ 
tained  ;  but  frivolous  or  factious  complaints  should  not  be  countenanced  or 
encouraged  by  Directors. 

10.  President's  contract  with  Teachers — when  binding. — If  the  President  of 
a  Board  of  School  Directors  engages  a  Teacher  without  authority,  the  con¬ 
tract  is  not  binding  on  the  District ;  but  if  the  Directors  in  any  manner  re¬ 
cognize  the  contract,  by  paying  the  Teacher,  or  permitting  him  to  go  on  with 
the  School,  knowing  that  he  has  been  thus  employed,  See.,  the  District  is 
bound  to  pay  him  the  salary  agreed  upon,  until  he  is  legally  discharged. 

11.  Teachers'  salary  must  be  fixed  by  the  Beard. —  School  Directors  acting 
together  as  a  Board  alone  may  properl y  employ  and  fix  the  salaries  of  Teachers. 
A  “  custom”  to  employ  and  pay  Teachers  without  the  action  of  the  Board 
cannot  be  recognized  as  a  valid  custom,  and  be  of  itself  set  up  as  conclu¬ 
sive  or  binding  on  the  Board. 

12.  Extra  pay  for  Teachers  net  collectable  from  parents,  guardians ,  #c. — 
The  law  does  not  authorize  a  Teacher  employed  by  the  Directors  to  collect 
additional  compensation  from  the  parents,  guardians,  See.,  of  pupils  nor  can 
the  directors  authorize  him  to  do  so,  nor  do  it  themselves. 

13.  Contributions  to  Teachers. — Where  it  is  desired  by  persons  sending 
Pupils  to  a  school  to  pay  a  Teacher  a  higher  salary  than  the  Directors  arc 
willing  to  pay  him,  they  may  either  make  a  direct  contribution  to  the  teacher, 
or  pay  the  same  into  the  School  treasury  of  the  District,  and  the  Directors 
can  appropriate  it  to  the  purpose  designed.  But  no  person  can  be  compelled 
to  make  such  payment,  and  the  school  must  in  every  respect  be  governed  as 
other  common  schools  are,  and  conform  in  all  things  to  the  requirements  of 
the  school  law\ 


ill.  Dismissal  of  teachers. 

'  f 

14.  Power  to  dismiss  Teacher  for  cruelty,  &rc. — School  Directors  have  the 
powder  at  any  time  to  dismiss  a  Teacher  “for  incompctency,  cruelty,  negli¬ 
gence  or  immorality,”  and  should  be  prompt  in  the  exercise  of  this  power 
whenever  either  of  these  charges  are  established  against  a  Teacher. 

15.  Written  agreement  does  not  prevent  Teachers'  instant  removal  for  cruelty , 
4*c. — The  clause  in  reference  to  the  discharge  of  a  Teacher,  in  the  blank  agree¬ 
ment  between  Directors  and  Teachers,  printed  in  the  pamphlet  copy  of  the 
School  Law,  is  intended  merely  to  enable  the  directors  to  terminate  the  agree- 
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ment  at  the  end  of  a  month,  or  quarter,  and  does  not,  in  any  manner,  qualify 
their  power  and  duty  to  discharge  a  teacher  at  any  time ,  for  “  incompetency, 
cruelty,  negligence,  or  immorality.” 

16.  Teacher  not  to  receive  Pupils  when  ordered  elsewhere. — If  a  teacher  re¬ 
ceive  pupih^knowing  that  they  have  beefi  ordered  to  another  School  by  the 
Directors,  he  is  guilty  of  an  act  of  insubordination  and  neglect  of  duty  for 
which  the  directors  can  discharge  him. 

17.  Verbal  discharge  of  Teacher  sufficient. — A  verbal  discharge  of  a  Teacher 
by  a  Director,  authorized  by  the  board,  is  sufficient,  but  it  is  recommended 

in  all  cases  to  notify  the  teacher  of  his  discharge  in  writing. 

# 


IV.  Teachers  authority  over  pupils. 

18.  Teachers  right  to  correct  Pupils. — A  Teacher  in  the  Common  Schools 
stands  in  loco  parentis,  in  place  of  a  parent  to  a  Pupil,  and  may  administer 
correction  to  him  under  the  same  restrictions  as  in  the  case  of  a  parent.  The 
right  of  the  Teacher  to  inflict  such  punishment  is  founded  upon  the  necessity 
of  the  case,  and  not  upon  statute.  It  is  absolutely  necessary  that  good  order 
should  be  maintained  in  the  Schools,  and  that  ail  proper  rules,  regulations 
and  commands  of  the  Teacher  should  be  strictly  and  promptly  obeyed. 
Hence  a  necessity  exists  for  sufficient  power  to  enforce  this  duty,  and  there¬ 
fore  it  is  held  that  a  Teacher  may  inflict  such  reasonable  corporeal  punish¬ 
ment  upon  his  pupil  as  the  parent  might  inflict  for  a  similar  cause. 

19.  Teachers  jurisdiction  over  Pupils, — The  jurisdiction  and  authority  of 
the  Teacher  over  Pupils  is  neither  limited  by  the  School  house  walls,  nor  to 
the  time  the  School  is  actually  in  session.  As  a  general  rule,  in  all  matters 
legitimately  connected  with  the  Schools  and  the  manners  and  morals  of  the 
Scholars,  the  Teachers  jurisdiction  commences  when  Pupils  leave  the  paren¬ 
tal  roof  and  control  to  go  to  School,  and  continues  until  their  return  from 
School. 

20.  Pupils  not  compelled  to  cut  wood ,  8fc. — Directors  and  Teachers  have  no 
legal  power  to  compel  Scholars  to  cut  wood,  make  fires,  sweep  the  School 
house,  bring  coal,  or  perform  any  similar  service  at  School.  It  is  as  much 
the  duty  of  Directors  to  make  independent  provision  for  these  things,  as  it  is 
to  furnish  a  house  and  fuel.  It  has  been  a  custom  in  some  sections  to  exact 
such  services  of  Pupils,  but  it  cannot  be  sustained  against  the  wishes  of  pa¬ 
rents  and  guardians. 

21.  Power  of  Directors  to  expel  Pupils. — The  Board  of  Directors  have  ample 
authority  to  expel  a  Pupil  for  incorrigibly  bad  conduct,  but  they  cannot  dele¬ 
gate  such  authority  to  Teachers. 

22.  Interference  in  tlce  discipline  of  the  Schools. — It  is  the  duty  of  Directors 
and  Teachers  to  maintain  the  discipline  and  authority  of  their  Schools  against 
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the  improper  interference  of  parents  and  all  others;  and  if  such  interference 
develop  itself  in  overt  acts  of  trespass  and  violence,  the  offender  should  be 
handed  over  at  once,  to  the  custody  of  the  law. 


V.  Liabilities  of  teachers. 

23.  Teacher's  Monthly  Reports  ;  Loss  of  Pay. — Punctual  and  rigid  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  terms  of  the  27th  section  of  the  law  of  1854,  on  this  point, 
should  be  exacted  by  Directors  with  unyielding  firmness.  The  duty  is  equal¬ 
ly  incumbent,  independent  of  any  legal  provision  on  the  subject.  It  will 
prove  to  a  great  extent,  a  preventive  of  truancy,  an  evil  of  no  smtnl  mag¬ 
nitude  in  our  villages,  by  making  an  indisputable  official  record  of  absence 
from  School,  which  will  at  all  times  be  subject  to  the  inspection  of  the  pa¬ 
rents  of  the  Pupils,  and  all  other  citizens  of  the  District.  No  Pupil  can  feel 
indifferent  to  the  character  of  the  entry  at  the  end  of  the  line  commencing 
with  his  or  her  name,  and  all  will  therefore  feel  anxious  to  make  the  best 
progress  possible.  It  will  also  prove  an  efficient  defence  to  the  Teacher 
against  charges  of  inefficiency  and  incompetency.  If  he  can,  by  this  record, 
show  that  the  Pupil  was  not  regular  in  his  attendance,  abundant  reason  is  mani¬ 
fested  for  the  slow  progress  of  the  Pupil.  If  the  attendance  was  regular, ,then 
the  Teacher  must  give  satisfactory  reason  for  the  deficiency  in  the  Pupil’s 
progress,  lest  the  record  might  operate  against  his  own  reputation  for  skill 
and  fidelity,  and  thus  convince  the  Directors,  and  others  in  interest,  of  the 
necessity  of  employing  another  instructor.  The  Department  will  furnish 
blanks  for  this  purpose,  through  the  County  Superintendent,  free  of  charge  ; 
so  that  Teachers  can  have  no  excuse  hereafter,  for  neglect  of  duty  in  this 
particular. 

24.  When  malice  must  be  proven. — In  order  to  render  a  Teacher  liable  to 
indictment  for  assault  and  battery  for  correcting  a  pupil,  it  must  appear  that 
he  was  governed  by  motives  of  malice  or  wickedness. 

25.  Jury,  and  not  Directors,  judges  of  Teachers'  cruelty,  if  indicted. — The 
approbation  of  the  Directors  will  not  screen  a  Teacher  from  the  penalty  the 
law  imposes  upon  him  for  cruelty  or  other  abuse  of  his  authority,  and  in  case 
of  prosecution,  the  jury  would  be  the  proper  and  only  j'  jvs  of  the  fact, 
whether  or  not  the  punishment  inflicted  was  reasonable  and  moderate,  or  the 
reverse. 


VI.  Classification  of  pupils. 

26.  Arrangement  of  studies  and  classes. — Teachers  possess  the  exclusive  right, 
subject  only  to  the  control  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  to  classify  and  grade 
their  Pupils  ;  and  neither  parents,  or  anybody  else  except  Directors,  have 
a  right  to  say  what  studies  shall  or  shall  not  be  pursued  by  the  Scholars 
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in  each  School.  Pupils  who  persist  in  refusing  to  study  the  branches  pre¬ 
scribed  by  the  Teacher,  should  be  expelled.  But  Teachers  in  fixing  their 
classes,  should  carefully  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  capacity  and  attainments 
of  Pupils,  and  arrange  them  accordingly. 


•  •  VII.  Teachers  month. 

27.  Number  of  days  in  a  Teacher's  month. — To  ascertain  the  exact  number  of 
days  in  a  Teacher’s  month,  first  deduct  all  the  Sabbaths  from  each  calendar 
month  taught,  then  deduct  every  alternate  Saturday,  or  the  latter  half  of 
every  Saturday,  and  the  remaining  time,  but  no  more,  should  be  exacted  of 
the  Teacher.  The  better  policy,  decidedly,  would  be  to  have  no  School  at 
all  on  Saturday;  and  whenever  this  is  the  case,  the  days  thus  vacated  can¬ 
not  be  charged  to  the  Teacher. 


YUL  Female  teachers. 

28.  Female  Teachers. — Academies  and  Seminaries  in  various  parts  of  the 
Staie,  every  year  turn  out  a  large  number  of  intelligent  females,  many  of 
whom  have  been  educated  expressly  for  Teachers.  These  seek  employment 
in  our  Common  Schools,  under  the  very  mmence  that  induces  young  men  to 
seek  other  employments,  in  preference  to  teaching' — that  is,  the  pay  is  better 
than  most  females  can  get  in  any  other  employment  of  equal  respectability. 
These  already  form  a  large  and  important  class  of  Teachers,  and  the  number 
is  const  i'ntly  increasing,  and  if  properly  encouraged  they  will  soon  exercise 
a  beneficial  influence  upon  the  system.  Directors  can  seldom  do  better  than 
employ  a  well  educated  and  experienced  female  Teacher.  The  greater  purity 
of  character,  the  higher  moral  and  religious  standard,  so  truly  the  character¬ 
istic  of  the  sex,  will  ever  constitute  a  powerful  recommendation  in  her  favor, 
and  secure  for  her  the  respect  and  obedience  of  her  Pupils. 


TEACHERS’  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  Teachers'  Associations . — Teachers  associations  in  the  different  counties 
\  • 

cannot  be  too  highly  recommended.  County  Superintendents  will  render  es¬ 
sential  service  to  the  cause  of  education  by  encouraging  their  formation  and 
giving  them  aid  and  instruction  by  e^ery  means  in  their  power.  Next  to 
Normal  Schools,  a  Teachers’  Association  i  i  each  county  of  the  State,  with 
auxiliaries  in  each  District,  would  render  the  gi. rates,  service;  elevating  the 
profession  of  Teachers,  inspiring  confidence,  and  stimulating  improvement  in 
knowledge  and  skill  in  the  art  of  teaching  . 


68  TEACHERS1  ASSOCIATIONS.  • 

‘2.  Duty  of  Directors. — Directors  should  give  all  tlie  encouragement  and 
assistance  in  their  power  to  Superintendents  and  Teachers  in  the  formation 
of  Associations  for  the  improvement  of  Teachers  in  the  duties  of  their  profes¬ 
sion.  Some  Directors  allow  Teachers  a  small  portion  of  their  time  for  this 
purpose  without  deducting  it  from  their  wages,  and  the  Department  con¬ 
siders  this  course  judicious,  and  calculated  to  result  in  gain  to  the  District, 
instead  of  loss. 
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1.  Form  of  bond  of  district  treasurer 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  C .  D . ,  E . 

F . ,  and  G . H . ,  of . in . county,  are  held  and 

• 

firmly  bound  to  A .  B  ,  President  of  the  Board  of  School  Direc¬ 
tors  of . School  District,  in . county,  for  the  use  of  said  School 

District,  in  the  sum  of  [here  insert  double  the  amount  of  the  sum,  that  will 
probably  come  into  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  for  one  year ,  for  School  pur¬ 
poses, ,]  dollars,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  to  the  said . School  District  ; 

to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made  and  done,  we  bind  ourselves, 
jointly  and  severally,  our  heirs,  executors  and  administrators,  and  every  of 

them,  firmly  by  these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals.  D^ted  the . 

day  of . in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and . 

Whereas,  the  said  C .  D . ,  has  been  duly  chosen  Treasurer 

of  the  said . School  District  for  and  during  the  term  of  one  year  from 

the  date  hereof :  The  condition  of  this  obligation  is  such,  that  if  the  said 

C .  D . ,  shall  and  does  well  and  faithfully  do  and  perform  all  acts 

and  duties  lawfully  pertaining  to  his  office  as  District  Treasurer  aforesaid  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  terms  of  the  School  law  approved  the  8th  day  of  May,  A.  D. 
1854,  and  the  Supplements  thereto,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void  ;  else  to  be 
and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 


Sealed  and  delivered 
in  presence  of 

b  ....  IVf  .... 
N  O 

Xi  •  •  •  •  v_/  •  •  •  • 


C . D 

E . F 


2.  Form  of  bond  of  collector  of  school  tax. 

4 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  we,  A  B,  C  D,  and  E  F,  of . 

in  the  county  of . are  held  and  firmly  bound  to . School  District, 

in  the  county  of . in  the  sum  of  [ here  insert  double  the  amount  of  the 

duplicate ]  dollars,  lawful  money,  to  be  paid  to  the  said  School  District  j  to  the 
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payment  of  which  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we  bind  ourselves  jointly  and 
severally,  our  heirs,  executors,  administrators  and  every  of  them  firmly,  by 

these  presents.  Sealed  with  our  seals.  Dated  the . day  of . 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and . 

Whereas,  the  said  A  B,  has  received  from  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the 
School  District  aforesaid,  a  duplicate  and  warrant  for  the  collection  of  School 

taxes,  amounting  to  the  sum  of . dollars:  Now,  therefore,  if  the  said 

A  B,  shall  well  and  faithfully  collect  said  tax  according  to  the  requirements 
of  said  warrant,  and  pay  the  same  into  the  hands  of  the  proper  Treasurer  of 
said  District  according  to  law,  and  settle  up  said  duplicate  with  said  District 

on  or  before  the.  .  . . day  of . next,  then  this  obligation  to  be  void, 

else  to  be  and  remain  in  full  force  and  virtue. 

Sealed  and  delivered  |  A .  B . 

in  presence  of  l 

L . .It .  /■  C .  D . fill 

n . °--j  e . f . m 


%  Zf.  v  ■  #  % 

3.  Form  of  warrant  to  collector  of  school  tax. 

- County ,  '*  ) 

- District ,  $  SS ’ 

To  C . D.  Collector  of . School  District,  in  said  county: 

These  are  to  authorize  and  require  you  to  demand  and  receive  of  and  from 
every  person  named  in  the  annexed  duplicate  of  School  tax  of  said  District, 
the  sum  wherewith  such  person  stands  charged  ;  and  pay  the  same  to  E.  .  . . 
F,  .  . .,  Treasurer  of  the  said  School  District,  and  his  successors  in  office,  on  or 

before  the . day  of . next,  at  which  time  abatement  or  allowance  for 

mistakes  or  indigent  persons,  or  other  exonerations,  will  be  made  by  the  Board 
of  School  Directors  as  may  appear  just  and  reasonable ;  and  on  or  before  the 

.  . , .  .  .day  of . next,  you  will  pay  into  the  hands  of  the  said  Treasurer 

the  whole  amount  of  the  taxes  charged  and  assessed  in  the  annexed  duplicate 
without  further  delay,  except  such  sum  as  the  said  Directors  may  in  their  dis¬ 
cretion  exonerate  you  from.  And  if  any  person  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to 
make  payment  of  the  amount  due  by  him  for  such  tax  within  thirty  days 
from  the  time  of  demand  so  made,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  you,  the  collector 
aforesaid,  to  levy  such  amount  by  distress  and  sale  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
of  such  delinquent,  giving  ten  days’  public  notice  of  such  sale  by  written  or 
printed  advertisements,  and  returning  the  overplus,  (if  any  there  be)  to  the 
owner.  And  in  case  goods  and  chattels  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  same,  with 
the  costs,  cannot  be  found,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  take  the  body  of  such 
delinquent,  and  convey  him  to  the  jail  of  the  proper  county,  there  to  remain 
until  the  amount  of  such  tax,  together  with  the  costs,  shall  be  paid,  or  secured 


72 


FORMS. 


to  be  paid,  or  until  he  shall  be  otherwise  discharged  by  due  course  of  law: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  authorize  the  arrest  or  im¬ 
prisonment  for  non-payment  of  any  tax,  of  any  female,  or  infant,  or  person 
found  by  inquest  to  be  of  unsound  mind.  Hereof  fail  not. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal,  at . the . day  of . A.  D.  18.  . 

* 

Countersigned 


G .  II . 

Secretary  of  the  Board . 


B 


President  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors  of. . . .  District. 


4.  Form  of  certificate  to  county  commissioners,  of  non-payment  of  school 

TAX  ON  UNSEATED  LAND. 

To  the  Commissioners  of  the  county  of. . : 

Gentlemen  : — 1  do  hereby  certify  that  the  following  School  tax  on  unseated 

land  within  the  district  of . .  was  regularly  assessed  and  set  forth  in 

the  duplicate  of  School  tax  for  the  year  18.  .,  delivered  to  me  for  collection 
by  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Directors  thereof,  and  that  the  same  has  not 
been  paid  to  me  by  the  owner  thereof.  You  are  therefore  required  to  cause 
the  same  to  be  collected  and  paid  over  agreeably  to  the  thirty-fourth  section 
of  the  act  entitled  “  An  act  for  the  regulation  and  continuance  of  a  system 
of  Education  by  Common  Schools,”  passed  the  8th  day  of  May,  1854. 

Viz: — Upon  the  land  of  A  B . .  $00  00 

Do . C  D . . .  00  00 


$000  00 


,,  August  .  .  . .,  A.  D.,  18.  . 


b i  ......  P  ....... 

Collector  of . School  District. 

. . county. 
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5.  Form  of  annual  report  of  directors  of  common  schools. 

To  A « .  B . ,  County  Superintendent  of . County. 

The  Directors  of  District,  report  for  the  School  year  185.  . 

ending  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  18.  . . 


m 

,  i 

Whole  number  of  Schools.  •  j- 

o 

o 

HH 

Number  yet  required.  ^ 

t-H 

o 

rJl 

Average  number  of  months  taught. 

• 

Number  of  Male  Teachers.  j- 

23 

W 

r-H 

Number  of  Female  Teachers.  j- 

V— < 

O 

<1 

Average  salaries  of  Males  per  month.  j- 

$ 

sH 

• 

Average  salaries  of  Females  per  month.  j- 

$ 

Number  of  Male  Pupils.  | 

• 

Number  of  Female  Pupils.  | 

<72 

HH 

Ch 

Number  learning  German.  | 

Ph 

Average  number  of  Pupils  attending  School  | 

Cost  of  teaching  each  Pupil  per  month.  {• 

Amount  of  tax  levied  for  School  purposes.  s 

$ 

cd 

J 

“  u  “  Building  “  ^ 

$ 

H 

Oh 

HH 

£3 

Total  amount  levied.  | 

$ 

O 

W 

P5 

Received  from  State  Appropriation.  |  $ 

From  the  Collector  of  School  Tax.  | 

$ 

CG 

S3 

05 

Cost  of  Instruction  ;  that  is  whole  amount  paid  f 
Teachers,  f 

$ 

— ' 

H 

HH 

Q 

Fuel  and  contingencies.  | 

$ 

a 

Oh 

M 

rvl 

»— 1 

Cost  of  School  Houses — purchasing,  / 

building,  renting,  repairing,  &c.,  f 

$ 

REMARKS. 


Witness  our  hands  this 

- - Secretary . 


day  of 


185 

President. 
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DIRECTIONS. 

I.  Directors  are  requested  to  forward  the  report  to  the  county  Superinten¬ 
dent  b\  the  time  designated  in  the  law,  (the  first  Monday  in  June,)  if  pos¬ 
sible.  If  ror  any  cause  this  duty  should  be  delayed  until  after  that  time,  it  is 
hoped  the  Directors  will  not,  in  any  case,  defer  it  longer  than  necessity  re¬ 
quires. 

II.  Directors  are  requested  not  to  alter  any  of  the  printed  figures  in  the 
blank. 

ill.  Aft  inserting  the  names  of  the  county  and  district  at  the  head  of  the 
report,  lill  the  blank  space  opposite  the  respective  inquiries  with  the  proper 
numbers  in  figures,  reserving  explanations,  icc.,  for  the  space  appropriated  to 

REMARKS. 

IV.  Where  a  School  has  been  kept  open  at  different  times  during  the  year 
in  the  same  School  house,  report  it  as  one  School. 

V.  To  find  the  average  number  of  months  taught,  divide  the  aggregate 
number  of  months  taught  in  all  the  Schools,  by  the  number  of  Schools  in  the 
district. 

VI.  Where  a  School,  occupying  but  one  teacher  at  a  time,  has  been  taught 
by  different  individuals  during  the  year,  report  but  one  teacher. 

VII.  Report  the  whole  number  of  Scholars  that  have  been  at  School  during 
the  year,  without  regard  to  the  length  of  time  they  attended. 

VIII.  To  find  the  average  number  of  Scholars  attending  School,  first  as¬ 

certain  the  average  number  in  each  School  in  the  District,  then  add  these 
average  numbers  together.  • 

IX.  To  ascertain  the  “  Cost  of  teaching  each  Scholar  per  month/’  add  the 
“  Cost  of  instruction”  and  “Fuel  and  contingencies”  together,  and  divide  by 
the  whole  number  of  Scholars  attending  School,  and  again  divide  by  the 
average  number  of  months  that  the  Schools  have  been  kept  open  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict. 


6.  Form  of  order  on  district  treasurer. 

$ .  . ,  August  .  .,  A.  D.  18.  . 

To  the  Treasurer  of . School  District, . County: 

/  b> 

Sir  : — Pay  to  E.  F.,  or  order, . dollars  and . cents,  being 

one  quarter's  salary  due  him  as  Teacher  up  to . .  [or  on  account  of  salary, 

or  for  fuel  furnished  to . School  house ,  or  for  rent  of  School  home,  &c., 

as  tlie  case  may  be  ;J  for  which  this  will  be  your  sufficient  voucher  on  settle¬ 
ment  of  your  accounts. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors:  A . B . . 

Countersigned  :  ‘  President . 

C -  » . . 

Secretary . 
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7.  Form  of  deed  of  land  to  school  directors. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  A.  B.,  of . ,  Yeoman ,  [or  as 

the  case  may  be,]  and  C.  his  wife,  for  and  in  consideration  of . 

dollars,  to  them  paid  at  the  ensealing  hereof  by . School  District  in  the 

county  of . ,  the  receipt  of  which  is  hereby  acknowledged,  do  grant, 

bargain,  sell,  assure  and  convey  to  the  School  District  aforesaid,  its  succes¬ 
sors  and  assigns,  a  piece  of  ground  situate  in  the  said . School  Dis¬ 

trict  described  as  follows,  viz  :  beginning,  [here  insert  a  description  of  the  pre¬ 
mises^  containing . ,  being  part  of  the  premises  conveyed  by . 

to  the  grantors,  by  deed  dated,  [ here  insert  the  necessary  recital ;]  together 
with  all  its  rights,  members,  and  appurtenances.  To  have  and  to  hold  the 
said  piece  of  ground  and  appurtenances  to  the  said  School  District  aforesaid, 
its  successors  and  assigns,  forever,  for  the  establishment  and  support  of  Com¬ 
mon  Schools  in  said  district  according  to  law. 

And  they,  the  said  A.  B.  and  C.  his  wife,  do  hereby  covenant  with  the  said 
district  and  its  assigns,  that  they  are  lawfully  seized  in  fee  of  the  above  granted 
premises  ;  that  they  are  free  of  all  encumbrances ;  that  they  have  a  good 
right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same  to  the  said  district,  and  will  warrant  and 
defend  the  same  premises  to  the  said  district  and  its  assigns,  forever, -against 
the  lawful  claims  and  demands  of  all  persons  whatsoever,  [the  preceding  para¬ 
graph  constitutes  a  general  warranty  ;  if  a  special  warranty  he  desired ,  let 
the  following  words  he-  added  :]  claiming  by,  from,  or  under  them,  or  any  of 
them. 

In  witness,  &c., 

Sealed  and  delivered'] 

in  presence  of  !  A. .  B 

G....  H....  f 

I . K....  J  #  C .  B 

The  receipt  for  the  purchase  money,  and  acknowledgment  before  a  Justice, 

to  be  in  the  usual  form. 


8.  Form  of  lease  of  school-house  and  lot  to  school  directors. 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  that  I,  A.  B.,  of . .  agree  to  let 

and  rent  to . School  District  in . county,  a  house  or 

building  in  said  township,  with  about . of  ground,  adjoining  lands 

of . .for  the  establishment  and  support  of  Common  Schools  in  said  district 

according  to  law,  for  the  term  of . from  the . day  of . ,  at  the 

annual  rent  of . .  to  be  paid  in . payments  ;  the  premises  to  be 

surrendered  at  the  expiration  of  said  term,  in  good  order,  casualties  excepted. 

In  witness,  &c. 

Sealed  and  delivered'] 
in  presence  of  . 

G ....  H ....  \ 
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9.  Form  OF  AGREEMENT  UETWEEN'I  BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS  AND 

A  TEACHER. 


It  is  agreed  by  and  betweeh  A  B,  Teacher,  and . School  District,  in 

.  county,  that  said  A  B,  shall,  under  the  supervision  and  exclusive 

direction  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  said  district,  and  their  successors, 

teach  in  the  school  house  or  building  at  (or  near) . for  the  term  of 

. .  at  and  for  the  compensation  of  .  . . ,  to  be  paid . $  reserving 

the  right  for  the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  time  being,  to  dismiss*said  A.  B. 
at  the  end  of  any  month  [or  quarter ]  of  said  term,  without  assigning  any 
cause,  and  the  further  right  to  dismiss  at  any  time  whatever,  for  any  of  the 
causes  specified  in  the  23d  section  of  the  Act  of  the  8th  May,  1854,  entitled 
“  An  act  for  the  regulation  and  continuance  of  a  system  of  Education  by  Com¬ 
mon  Schools.”  The  actual  possession  of  the  said  School  house  and  building, 
and  premises  before  mentioned,  to  remain  and  be  considered  by  all  parties  as 
remaining  and  being  at  all  times  in  the  said  Board  of  Directors  and  their  sue- 
cessors. 


in  witness  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  hands  and  seals,  on  the 
day  of . ,  A.  D.  18.  . 


Countersigned : 

C .  D . 

Secretary  of  Board. 


President. 


m 


Teacher. 


10.  Forms  of  certificates  .of  county  superintendents  of-  common  schools, 

•  to  teachers. 

x  | 

COMMON  SCHOOLS  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

' « 

JVo. -  Teacher's  Certificate. 

It  is  hereby  certified  that  A . B . .  has  passed  a 

thorough  examination  in  Orthography,  Reading,  Writing,  English  Grammar, 

Geography,  Arithmetic,  . . . . 

And  in  the  art  of  teaching. 

By  authority  of  law. 


* 


. ,  185 


County  Superintendent. 
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JVo.  - -  GOOD  FOR  ONE  YEAR  ONLY. 

Teacher's  Certificate — Provisional. 

C . D .  has  passed  an  examination  in  the  following 

Branches,  with  the  annexed  result : 

Orthography .  2  Grammar .  5 

Reading . 3  Arithmetic .  3 

Writing .  4  Teaching .  2 

Geography . 1 

.  .  County  Superintendent. 

of.  .  . . . County. 

. . . 185 

Explanation  : — No.  1,  signifies  very  good  ;  2,  good  ;  3,  middling ;  4,  poor ;  5,  very  oor. 


11.  Certificate  and  affidavit  of  president  of  board  of  directors,  [or 

CONTROLLERS,]  THAT  THE  SCHOOLS  HAVE  BEEN  KEPT  OPEN  FOUR  MONTHS. 

To  A . B  ..... .  County  Superintendent  of . county. 

Sir:  I,  C .  D . ,  President  of  'the  Board  of  School  Directors 

[or  Controllers]  of . School  District,  in  the  said  county  of . , 

do  hereby  certify  under  oath  [or  u  solemn  affirmation,”  as  the  case  may  bef\ 
that  the  Common  Schools  of  said  district  u  have  been  kept  open  and  in  opera- 
tion  at  least  four  months  subsequent  to  [that  is,  since]  the  first  Monday  in 
June,”  185.  .  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief ;  and  that  E.  .  .  *  F. . . ., 

whose  post  office  address  is . in . .  .county,  is  the  Treasurer  of 

said  District. 

'  C .  D . 

President. 

Attest :  * 

G .  H .  Secretary. 

«... . county,  ss. 

. and  subscribed  by  the  above  named  C . D ,  President  as 

aforesaid,  the . day  of . .A,  D.  185.  .,  before  me, 

J . K . 

J&sfice  of  the  Peace. 
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Good. 

Middling. 

Very  Good 

Very  Poor. 
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:  Good. 

Middling. 

Very  (Jood. 

Very  Poor. 

Progress. 

Good.  . 
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Very  Good. 
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ABATEMENT.  See  School  Taxes. 

AUCTION.  See  Suit  at  Law. 

ACTS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

For  regulating  Common  Schools,  1,  18,  20,  22. 

Taxes  authorized  by  former  Acts,  to  be  collected,  7. 

Former  Acts  continued  in  force  for  certain  purposes,  7. 

Appropriations  under  former  Acts,  7. 

Acts  relative  to  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  and  Carlisle,  to  be  in  force,  17. 
ACCOUNTS. 

District  Treasurer  to  settle  annually,  8 ;  to  pay  over,  8 ;  defaulting,  not  to  be  re¬ 
appointed,  8. 

Collector  to  settle,  12. 

ADJOINING  DISTRICTS. 

Joint  Schools  to  be  established  for,  10. 

Pupils  taught  in  Schools  of  adjoining  Districts,  10. 

ADOPTION. 

Common  School  System  adopted  for  all  the  counties,  3. 

ADJOURNMENT. 

Of  meeting  of  Board  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  8  ;  by  members  present,  8. 

ADMISSION.  See  Common  Schools. 

Into  Common  School,  application  for,  by  whom,  9. 

- Of  persons  of  what  age,  9. 

Of  Pupils  into  what  School,  Directors  to  determine,  10. 

Application  for,  by  whom  to  be  made,  9. 

AGE. 

At  what  age  persons  admitted  into  Schools,  9. 

AGENCY. 

County  Superintendents,  and  School  officers,  not  to  be  agents  for  selling  School 
books,  stationery,  &c.,  11;  misdemeanor  to  be  such  agent,  11. 

ANNUAL  APPROPRIATION.  See  School  Fund. 

By  the  State  for  Common  Schools,  5. 

District  Treasurer  to  receive,  8,  13. 

W arrant  for,  13, 

ANNUAL  REPORT.  See  Reports. 

Of  District  to  County  Superintendent,  7,  10. 

By  Directors  and  Controllers,  to  County  Superintendent,  10. 

Of  County  Superintendent,  15,  18. 

Of  State  Superintendent,  16. 

Blank  forms  to  be  funnyhed  for,  16. 
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APPLICATION. 

For  admission  of  Pupils  into  Schools,  by  whom  to  bo  made,  9;  by  parent,  guar¬ 
dian  or  next  friend,  9. 

APPORTIONMENT.  See  School  Tares. 

Of  School  tax,  12. 

Of  School  funds  between  old  and  new  Districts,  6,  19. 

APPROPRIATION.  See  Stale  Appropriation. 

ASSESSMENT.  See  School  Taxes.  Taxation. 

Borough  and  township  assessed  together,  *o  form  a  School  District,  5. 

Borough  and  township  to  be  assessed  separately  and  independently  of  each  other,  20. 

School  taxes,  how  assessed  in  cities  and  boroughs  divided  into  wards,  5. 

School  taxes,  to  be  assessed  in  new  District,  6,  19. 

Certificate  of  assessment  of  District  taxes,  7. 

Of  School  taxes,  5,  11,  19,  20. 

ASSESSOR. 

Duty  as  to  election  of  School  Directors,  6. 

To  assess  persons  removing  into  District,  &c.,  13. 

Duty  as  to  list  of  taxables,  10,  17,  19. 

Pay  of,  19. 

Boroughs  townships  to  elect  their  own  assessors  separately,  21. 

ATTACHMENT. 

On  judgment  against  School  District,  9,  20. 

Against  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  or  Secretary  thereof,  9,  20. 

BALANCE. 

Of  School  funds  apportioned  between  old  and  new  District,  6,  19  ;  on  erection  of 
independent  District,  19. 

District  Treasurer  to  pay  over  to  his  successor,  8. 

BLANK  FORMS. 

Superintendent  to  prepare,  &c.,  16. 

County  Superintendents  to  distribute,  &c.,  16. 

BOARD  OF  CONTROLLERS.  See  Controllers. 

BOARD  OF  SCHOOL  DIRECTORS.  See  School  Directors . 

BOROUGH. 

Every,  to  bo  a  School  District,  1,  6,  20. 

Newly  erected,  to  be  a  School  District,  1,  5,  19. 

Assessed  with  a  township,  both  to  form  one  School  District,  5. 

School  District  composed  of  several  wards  how  constituted,  5. 

Borough  divided  into  wards,  how  wards  consolidated,  5. 

Board  of  Controllers  in,  6. 

Powers  of  Directors  in,  5. 

Taxes  assessed,  & c.,  therein,  5. 

Erection,  purchase,  &c.,  of  School  houses,  6.  t 

School  property  therein,  how  held,  5. 

School  property  may  be  conveyed  to  School  Controllers,  5. 

Number  of  School  Directors  to  be  elected  in,  5,  G. 

How  formed  into  a  single  District,  5. 

Election  of  School  Directors,  6. 

School  Director  exempt  from  serving  in  borongh  office,  7,  21 ;  as  tax  cellse- 
tor,  21. 


INDEX. 


S3 


BOROUGH — Continued. 

Separate  Schools  for  Negro  children,  11. 

Court-  cannot  make  a  borough  a  separate  School  District,  18 ;  repeal  of  former 
Acts,  17,  19,  21. 

Borough  and  townships  to  he  separate  and  independent  of  each  other,  as  to  assess¬ 
ments,  20  ;  to  elect  their  own  assessors,  21. 

BOND.  See  Mortgage. 

% 

Of  Distiict  treasurer,  to  be  given,  8. 

- To  he  taken  by  President  of  the  Board,  & c.,  7. 

Bonds  issued  for  money  borrowed  by  School  Directors,  9. 

Of  collector.of  School  taxes,  12  ;  or  mortgage  instead  of  bond,  12. 

BOOK  OF  MINUTES.  See  Minutes. 

Of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  7. 

BOOKS.  See  School  Books. 

BORROWING. 

School  Directors  or  Controllers  may  borrow  money,  9. 

BRANCHES  OF  LEARNING.  See  Education.  Common  Schools. 

What  taught  in  the  Schools,  10,  18. 

Duty  of  County  Superintendent,  as  to  branches  taught,  &c.,  13. 

Certain  branches  to  be  taught,  &c.,  13. 

CARLISLE. 

Act  of  1854  not  to  apply  to,  17. 

Act  relative  to  Common  Schools  in,  to  be  in  force,  17. 

CHILDREN.  See  Common  Schools.  Pupils. 

Of  Negroes  and  Mulattoes,  separate  Schools  for,  11. 

- Admitted  into  District  Schools,  when,  9,  11. 

- Duty  of  Controllers  or  Directors,  11. 

Admission  into  Schools,  who  may  apply  for,  9. 

CERTIFICATE. 

Of  assessment  of  District  taxes,  to  Superintendent,  7. 

Annual,  by  District,  to  County  Superintendent,  that  the  Schools  have  been  kept 
open,  7,  13  ;  to  be  within  the  year,  13. 

Of  County  Superintendent  to  teacher  qualified,  &c.,  14. 

- May  be  annulled,  14. 

Of  taxables,  by  county  commissioners,  16,  17,  19. 

- Error  in,  corrected,  17. 

Of  last  county  valuation,  11,  20. 

CITIES. 

„  Every  city  to  be  a  School  District,  5. 

School  District  of  several  wards,  how  constituted,  5. 

How  wards  may  be  consolidated,  5. 

How  School  property  held  therein,  5. 

Powers  of  School  Directors,  5. 

Erection,  purchase,  &c.,  of  School  houses,  &c.,  5. 

Taxes,  how  assessed  and  collected  therein,  5. 

Board  of  Controllers  therein,  5. 

Powers  of  Controllers.  5. 

School  property  in  wards  may  he  conveyed  to  the  Controllers,  5. 

Number  of  Directors  to  be  elected  therein,  5,  6. 
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CITIES— Continued. 

How  formed  into  a  single  District,  5. 

Election  of  School  Directors,  0. 

School  Directors  exempt  from  serving  in  city  offices,  7. 

Separate  Schools  for  Negro  children,  11. 

COLLECTION.  See  School  Taxes.  Collector. 

COLLECTOR.  Sec  School  Taxes. 

Of  School  taxes,  how  to  be  appointed,  12. 

"When  constable  or  District  Treasurer  may  be  appointed,  12 ;  fine  for  his  refusal 
to  act,  12. 

Compensation  of,  12. 

"Warrant  to  be  issued  to,  12.  * 

To  give  bond,  with  sureties  or  mortgage,  12. 

To  certify  unpaid  taxes  on  unseated  lands,  12. 

School  Directors  and  Treasurer  exempt  from  serving  as,  21,  7. 

Abatements  and  exonerations  allowed  on  duplicate,  7,  12. 

COLORED  PERSONS.  See  Negroes.  Mulattocs. 

COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

System  of,  adopted  in  all  the  counties,  1 . 

Act  of  1854,  for  regulation  and  continuance  of,  1. 

State  appropriation  to,  for  the  year  1855,  5. 

Money  granted  by  the  State  for,  5. 

$280,000  appropriated  by  the  State,  5, 

Directors  or  Controllers  refusing  or  neglecting  to  keep  up  Schools,  7. 

To  kept  in  operation,  how  long,  7,  13. 

Directors  and  Controllers  to  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  Schools,  9. 

Who  to  be  admitted  into,  9. 

Persons  of  what  age,  to  be  admitted,  9. 

Report  of  being  kept  open,  7. 

General  supervision  of,  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  10. 

Directors  and  Controllers  to  visit  once  a  month,  10. 

Teachers  appointed,  how,  10. 

Teachers  dismissed,  for  what  cause,  10. 

Branches  of  learning  taught,  10,  13. 

Books  used,  Directors,  kc.,  to  order,  10,  11. 

Expelling  or  suspending  Scholars,  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  10. 

Expenses  of,  Directors  and  Controllers  to  pay,  10. 

Annual  report  to  County  Superintendent,  10. 

Of  different  grades,  may  be  established,  10. 

Admission  of  Pupils  into  what  School,  Directors,  kc.,  to  determine,  10. 

Pupils  taught  in  School  of  adjoining  District,  10. 

Separate  Schools  for  Negro  and  Mulatto  children,  11. 

School  books  to  be  used,  Controllers  or  Directors  to  determine,  11,  10. 

Monthly  report  of  teachers,  11. 

Monthly  report  of  teacher  subject  to  inspection  of  citizens,  11. 

To  We  kept  in  operation,  how  long  each  year,  12 ;  forfeiture  of  State  appropriatioa 
for  neglect,  13,  22. 

Duty  of  County  Superintendent,  13. 

Ccrtaiu  branches  to  be  taught  in,  13. 

COMPLAINT. 

0  • 

To  the  court,  against  School  Directors  oc  Controllers,  7. 

As  to  County  Superin tandent,  14. 
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COMMITTEES. 

School,  repeal  of  laws  relative  to,  17. 

COMMON  SCHOOL  DEPARTMENT.  See  Department  o/,  §c. 

COMPENSATION.  See  Salary. 

Of  Secretary  of  Board  of  Directors  or  Controllers,  7. 

Of  District  Treasurer,  8. 

Of  Teachers,  fixed  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  10. 

Of  collector  of  School  taxes,  12. 

Of  assessor,  19. 

Of  County  Superintendent  to  he  fixed  by  convention  of  Directors,  14,  19 ;  to  be 
increased,  19;  how  to  he  paid,  19. 

CONSTABLE. 

Duties  of,  relative  to  elections,  6. 

To  notify  persons  elected  School  Directors,  6. 

May  he  appointed  collector  of  School  taxes,  12 ;  forfeiture  for  refusal,  &e.,  12. 
CONTESTED  ELECTION.  See  Election. 

CONTRACTS. 

By  School  District  in  writing,  9. 

- How  executed,  9. 

CONTROLLERS. 

Controllers  of  Common  Schools,  in  a  city  or  borough,  how  constituted,  5. 

Board  of,  in  a  city  or  borough,  5,  7. 

Powers  and  duties  of,  5,  9. 

School  property  in  several  wards  may  be  conveyed  to,  5. 

On  refusal  or  neglect  of  duty,  court  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  7. 

Refusing  or  neglecticg  to  levy  tax,  7,  11. 

Complaint  to  the  court  against,  7. 

Removal  from  office  for  refusal  or  neglect,  7. 

Organization  of  Board,  7. 

I  President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  how  appointed,  7. 

- Who  may  be  appointed,  7. 

Special  meetings  of  Board  to  he  called  by  President,  7,  8. 

Annual  report  to  County  Superintendent,  7. 

Minutes  of  proceedings  to  be  kept,  7. 

President  and  Secretary,  pro  tempore ,  to  he  appointed,  8. 

Stated  meetings  of  board,  8. 

Special  meetings  of  board,  8. 

Notice  of  special  meeting  to  be  given  to  each  member,  8. 

Majority  to  constitute  a  quorum,  8. 

Majority  not  attending,  no  business  to  be  done,  8. 

Adjournment,  by  less  than  a  majority,  8. 

Vacancies  filled,  by  less  than  a  majority,  7,  8. 

Seats  of,  when  to  he  declared  vacant,  7,  8. 

Suit  by  School  district  to  be  managed  by,  9. 

Attachment  against,  on  judgment,  &c.,  9. 

May  sell  or  dispose  of  real  or  personal  property  of  District,  8. 

May  borrow  money,  for  what  purpose,  9. 

- What  amount,  9. 

- At  what  interest,  9. 

- May  issue  bonds  for  money  borrowed,  9. 

Powers  and  duties,  9. 
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CON  TROLLER  S — Continued. 

To  erect,  purchase  or  rent  School  houses,  9. 

Joint  Schools,  for  adjoining  Districts,  10. 

General  supervision  of  Schools  by,  10. 

To  visit  every  School  once  a  mouth,  10. 

To  fix  salary  of  Teachers,  10. 

To  appoint  Teachers,  10. 

To  direct  what  books  to  be  used  in  Schools,  10. 

To  direct  what  branches  of  learning  to  be  taught,  &c.,  10,  13. 

May  expel  or  suspend  Scholars,  10. 

To  pay  all  expenses  of  Schools,  10. 

Annual  report  to  County  Superintendent,  10. 

To  establish  separate  Schools  for  Negro  children,  11. 

To  admit  Negro  children  into  District  School,  when,  11. 

To  determine  what  School  books  to  be  used,  10,  11. 

Annual  meeting  as  to  School  books,  11. 

Not  to  be  agents  for  selling  School  books,  &c.,  11. 

Monthly  report  of  Teachers,  11. 

To  determine  amount  of  taxes  for  ensuing  year,  11. 

- By  a  majority  of  the  board,  11. 

Duties  as  to  assessment  and  collection  of  School  taxes,  12,  13. 

To  appoint  collector  of  taxes,  12. 

May  appoint  as  collector,  constable  or  District  Treasurer,  12. 

May  levy  special  tax  for  building  purposes,  12. 

Majority  of  board  necessary  to  fix  amount  of  taxes  for  ensuing  year,  11. 

Taxes  not  to  exceed  amount  of  county  rates  and  levies,  12. 

To  certify  that  Schools  have  been  in  operation,  &c.,  13  ;  certificate  to  be  within  the 
year,  13  ;  duty  of  President  of  the  board,  13. 

CONTROVERSIES.  See  Decisions. 

To  be  decided  by  Superintendent,  15, 1G. 

CONVENTION. 

Triennial  convention  of  School  Directors,  when  to  hold,  14, 19 ;  notice  thereof,  15. 

- To  elect  County  Superintendent,  15. 

- To  fix  compensation  of,  15,  19;  to  increase  it,  19. 

Re-assembled,  when,  19. 

CORPORATE  POWERS. 

School  District  to  have,  8. 

CORPORATE  NAME. 

School  District  to  have,  8. 

- To  sue  and  bo  sued  by,  8,  9. 

COPIES.  See  Evidence. 

Of  papers  in  Department,  &c.,  to  be  evidence,  1G. 

Of  minutes  and  documents  of  Directors,  &c.,  to  bo  evidence,  jo. 

How  authenticated,  7,  16. 

CRUELTY. 

Teachers  dismissed  for,  10. 

COUNTY. 

System  of  Common  Schools  adopted  in  every  county,  1. 

COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS. 

To  furnish  copy  of  last  valuation  for  State  and  county  taxes,  12-  *, 
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COUNTY  COMMISSIONERS— Continued. 

Duty  as  to  School  taxes  on  unseated  lands,  13. 

Duty  to  ascertain  triennially  the  number  of  taxable  citizens  in  each  District,  and  cer¬ 
tify,  &c.,  16,  17 ;  to  certify  number  in  new  District,  &c.,  17. 

COUNTY  RATES  AND  LEVIES. 

Borough  and  township  assessed  together,  5;  to  bo  assessed  separately,  19,  20. 
Copy  of  last  valuation  to  be  furnished,  &c.,  11,  20. 

To  cause  separate  assessment  for  new  Districts,  19. 

School  tax  not  to  exceed  amount  of,  12. 

Duty  of  county  commisssioners,  11,  20. 

Assessment  of  School  taxes  limited  to  objects  and  subjects  contained  in  certificate 
of  last  valuation  of,  20. 

CONVEYANCE.  See  Deeds.  Real  Estate. 

School  Directors  of  wards  may  execute  deeds  to  Controllers  of  city  or  borough,  5. 
By  School  District,  how  executed,  9. 

By  surviving  trustees  to  School  District  to  be  valid,  10. 

COUNTY  SUPERINTENDENT. 

How  to  be  chosen,  14. 

Duties  of,  13,  15,  16. 

To  visit  the  Schools,  &c.,  13. 

Annual  report  to,  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  7,  10. 

Annual  report  of  Districts  to,  7,  10. 

Not  to  be  agent  for  selling  School  books,  &c.,  11. 

Duty  as  to  State  appropriation,  13. 

Certificate  by  President  of  board,  &c.,  as  to  Schools  being  in  operation,  &c.,  13. 
To  be  chosen  by  convention  of  School  Directors,  triennially,  14. 

To  serve  for  three  years,  14. 

Qualifications  of,  14. 

Compensation,  to  be  fixed  by  convention  of  Directors,  14,  19. 

- To  be  paid  by  warrant  ef  Superintendent  on  State  Treasurer,  14 ;  how  it  may 

be  increased,  19. 

- To  be  deducted  out  of  State  appropriation,  14. 

- Howto  be  increased,  19. 

Duty  of  Superintendent  as  to  commissioning  the  person  elected,  14. 

Objection  may  be  made  thereto,  14. 

Superintendent  may  appoint  another  person,  how,  &c.,  14. 

To  examine  all  the  Teachers,  &c.,  14. 

To  examine  candidates  as  Teachers,  &c.,  14.  <. 

To  give  certificates  to  persons  qualified  to  teach,  14. 

May  annul  certificates,  14. 

Annual  report  by,  15,  18;  when  to  be  made,  18. 

To  forward  to  Superintendent  reports  of  School  Directors,  15. 

To  publish  notice  of  triennial  convention  of  Directors,  15 ;  expenses  of  notice,  how 
to  be  paid,  15. 

Vacancy  in  office  to  be  filled  by  Superintendent,  15,  16. 

To  distribute  blank  forms,  &c.,  16. 

May  be  removed  by  Superintendent,  for  neglect,  incompetency  or  immorality,  16. 
DEEDS.  See  Real  Estate. 

School  Directors  of  wards  may  execute  deeds  to  Controllers  of  city  or  borough,  5. 
By  School  Districts,  how  executed,  9. 
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DECISIONS.  See  Superintendent. 

Of  controversies,  Ac.,  by  SnperintendeDt,  10,  17 ;  to  be  published  in  Pennsylvania 
School  Journal,  20. 

DEFAULTING. 

District  Treasurer  not  to  be  re-appointed,  8. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Law  relative  to,  10. 

Seal  for,  1G. 

Official  copies  of  papers  in,  evidence,  10. 

Authenticated  acts  and  decisions,  evidence,  10. 

Deputy  Superintendent,  10  ;  powers  and  duties,  10. 

Pennsylvania  School  Journal  to  be  official  organ,  20;  subscriptions  for,  20;  cost 
of,  how  to  be  paid,  20 ;  contingent  expenses,  20. 

DEPUTY  SUPERINTENDENT.  See  Superintendent. 

Appointment  of,  16. 

Power  and  duties  of,  16. 

DISTRICT.  See  School  District. 

What  is  a  School  District,  5. 

Every  city,  borough  and  township  to  be  a  School  District,  5. 

DISPUTES.  Sec  Decisions. 

To  be  settled  by  Superintendent,  15,  10. 

DISTRICT  TREASURER.  See  Treasurer. 

DISTRICT  TAXES.  See  School  Taxes. 

DUPLICATE.  See  School  Taxes.  Collector. 

DISTRIBUTION.  See  School  Property.  State  Fuads.  State  Appropriation. 

Of  State  appropriation  by  Superintendent,  16, 17. 

- Number  of  taxables  to  be  certified,  &c.,  10, 17. 

- Certificate  of  taxables,  to  be  basis  of,  10,  17. 

- Error  in,  to  be  corrected,  17. 

DRAFT.  See  Orders. 

On  District  Treasurer,  how  signed  and  attested,  7,  10. 

To  be  entered  on  minutes  of  board,  &c.,  10. 

EDUCATION.  See  Common  Schools.  Teachers. 

By  Common  Schools,  system  of  continued,  1. 

Common  Schools  in  sufficient  number  to  be  established,  9. 

Certain  branches  to  be  taught  in  Schools,  18,  14. 

Certificate  of  qualification  as  Teacher,  14. 

ELECTION.  See  School  Directors.  County  Superintendent. 

Of  School  Directors,  5,  0, 19. 

Notice  of,  6,  19. 

Returns  of,  how  made,  6,  19. 

Notice  to  persons  elected  School  Directors,  6. 

Duties  of  judges  of,  6. 

Duties  of  constables,  6. 

IIow  contested,  6,  14. 

Court  to  determine,  &c.,  as  to  contested  election,  6. 

New  election,  0. 

Vacancies  in  Board  of  Directors,  election  to  supply,  0. 

Of  County  Superintendent,  15. 
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ELECTION — Continued.  . 

Contested,  of  County  Superintendent,  15. 

In  independent  Districts,  for  Directors,  19. 

Boroughs  and  townships  to  elect  assessors  separately,  21. 

ESTIMATE.  See  Taxes. 

Of  sum  required  for  Common  Schools,  yearly,  by  Superintendent,  16. 

Annual,  by  Directors,  for  District  Schools,  11. 

EVIDENCE. 

Copies  of  papers  in  Department,  &c.,  to  be,  16. 

Acts  of  Department,  how  authenticated,  16. 

In  controversies  before  Superintendent,  16. 

Copies  of  minutes,  documents,  &e.,  before  Directors,  &c.,  16. 

Taxable,  &c.,  not  incompetent  to  give,  17. 

President  of  School  District  not  incompetent,  17. 

EXAMINATION. 

Of  Teachers  by  County  Superintendent,  15. 

Of  candidates  for  profession  of  Teacher,  15. 

EXECUTION.  See  Suit  at  Law. 

Against  a  School  District,  on  judgment,  9. 

EXEMPT. 

School  Directors  exempt  from  militia  duty,  7. 

- From  serving  in  township  or  borough  offices,  7,  21. 

Directors  exempt  from  serving  as  tax  collector,  21. 

EXONERATIONS.  See  School  Taxes. 

Of  School  taxes,  7,  12. 

Account  of,  to  be  kept  by  Secretary,  7. 

On  duplicate  of  collector,  7,  12. 

EXPELLING. 

Scholars  may  be  expelled  or  suspended  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  10. 

EXPENSES.  See  Common  Schools. 

Of  Schools,  Directors  or  Controllers  to  pay,  10. 

Of  notice  of  convention,  &c.,  how  paid,  15. 

Contingent,  of  Department  of  Common  Schools,  20. 

FUND.  See  School  Fund.  Appropriation. 

FUEL. 

For  School  houses,  how  supplied,  9. 

FORMS. 

Superintendent  to  prepare  blank,  16. 

County  Superintendent  to  distribute,  16. 

FORFEITURE. 

By  constable  for  refusal  to  act  as  collector,  &c.,  12 ;  to  be  added  to  School  fund  12. 
Of  quota  of  State  appropriation,  by  District,  for  not  employing  Teachers,  &c..  14. 

FINE.  See  Forfeiture. 

GUARDIAN. 

May  apply  for  admission  of  ward,  into  Common  School,  9. 

GRADES  OF  SCHOOLS.  See  Schools. 

Schools  of  different  grades  may  be  established,  10. 
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IMMORALITY. 

Teacher  may  bo  removed  for,  10. 

County  Superintendent  may  be  removed  for,  10  ;  when  not  to  be  commissioned,  14. 

JNDK  REN  DENT  DISTRICTS.  See  School  Districts. 

Provisions  concerning,  5,  17. 

Abolished,  6,  7,  17,  18,  19. 

Laws  relative  to,  repealed,  17,  18. 

Court  cannot  make  a  borough  a  separate  district,  18;  repeal  of  former  Act,  18. 
Act  of  1851,  when  to  take  effect,  18, 19. 

Continued  for  a  certain  time,  18,  10. 

May  bo  continued  by  order  of  court,  19. 

Application  and  proceedings  for  continuance,  19. 

Formation  of,  19. 

On  discontinuance,  rights  of  property  to  be  determined  by  the  court,  19. 

Taxables  in,  to  be  designated  by  assessors,  19. 

«»  <■  %  *  »  »  i 

Old  Directors  in,  to  be  continued,  19. 

New  Directors  elected  for  1855,  19. 

Officers  of  old  boards  continued,  19. 

New,  how  created,  19;  petition  and  proceedings  therefor,  19;  costs  of  proceed¬ 
ings  how  to  be  paid,  19. 

New  District  to  be  subject  to  provisions  of  Act  of  1854,  5,  19. 

Balance  of  funds  to  be  paid  by  old  to  new  District,  G,  19. 

New  District  to  be  independent,  20. 

Distribution  of  School  property  between  old  and  new  Districts,  20. 

INSPECTION. 

Citizens  may  inspect  monthly  report  of  Teacher.  11. 

INSTRUCTION.  See  Education.  Common  Schools. 

Course  of,  in  the  Schools,  to  be  determined  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  9. 
Certain  branches  to  be  taught  in  Schools,  13. 

Duty  of  County  Superintendent,  13. 

JUDGMENT.  See  Suit  at  Law. 

Against  School  District,  now  execution  had  on  it,  9,  20 ;  attachment  against  Di¬ 
rectors  and  Treasurer,  19,  20. 

Against  District,  for  proportion  of  property  between  old  and  new  District,  20. 
JOINT"  SCHOOLS. 

For  adjoining  Districts,  how  established,  9,  10. 

Pupils  taught  in  School  of  adjoining  District,  10. 

JOURNAL. 

Pennsylvania  School  Journal,  provisions  relative  to,  19;  to  be  organ  of  Superin¬ 
tendent,  20;  to  be  distributed  to  School  Districts,  20;  subscription  to,  by  Super¬ 
intendent,  20;  how  to  be  paid,  20. 

JUDGES  OF  ELECTION.  Sea  Election. 

Duties  of,  G,  19. 

LANCASTER. 

.  Act  of  1854,  not  to  apply,  17. 

Act  of  1850,  relative  to,  17. 

LAWS. 

School  laws,  1,  18, 

For  regulating  Common  Schools,  5. 
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LAWS— Continued. 

Common  School  law  of  1854,  not  to  apply  to  Philadelphia,  Lancaster  or  Carlisle,  17 . 
Acts  relative  to  Philadelphia,  17. 

Repeal  of  former  laws,  17,  18. 

LEARNING.  See  Education.  Common  Schools. 

Branches  taught  in  Schools,  Directors,  &c.,  to  order,  10,  13. 

School  hooks  to  be  used,  10, 11. 

Certain  branches  to  be  taught  in  Schools,  13. 

LOANS. 

School  Directors  or  Controllers  may  borrow  money,  9. 

Bonds  issued  for  9. 

LOTS.  See  School  Houses.  School  Property. 

School  Directors  may  purchase,  rent  or  sell,  os  9. 

To  he  held  by  separate  wards,  5. 

School  Directors  of  a  ward  may  convey  to  Board  of  Controllers  of  city  or  borough  5. 
School  Controllers  or  Directors  to  procure  ground  for  School  houses,  9,  5. 

School  Directors  or  Controllers  may  sell  or  dispose  of,  8,  9. 

Special  tax  to  pay  for,  12. 

MAPS.  See  School  Books. 

School  officers  or  teacher,  not  to  be  agents  for  selling,  &c,  11. 

MAJORITY.  See  School  Directors.  Controllers. 

MEETINGS.  See  School  Directors.  Controllers.  Convention. 

MILITIA. 

School  Directors  exempt  from  duty  in,  7. 

MINUTES. 

Of  Board  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  to  be  kept,  7. 

• - To  be  kept  by  Secretary,  7. 

R  esults  of  visits  of  Directors  and  Controllers,  at  the  Schools,  to  be  entered  in,  10. 
Certified  copies  of,  16. 

MISDEMEANOR. 

School  officer,  &c.,  being  agent  for  sale  of  School  books,  &c.,  punishable  as  a,  11, 
MONET.  See  School  Funds. 

School  Directors  or  Controllers  may  borrow  money,  for  what  purpose,  9. 

- What  amount,  9. 

- At  what  interest,  9. 

MORTGAGE.  See  Collector. 

May  be  given  by  collector,  instead  of  bond,  &c.,  12. 

MULATTOES.  See  Negroes.  Common  Schools. 

NEGLECT  OF  DUTY.  See  School  Directors.  Controllers.  Teachers.  County  Sup  erin- 
intendents. 

NEW  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS.  See  School  Districts. 

When  to  be  recognized  as  separate,  5. 

Powers  and  duties  of  Directors,  6. 

Taxes  to  be  assessed,  &c.,  6. 

Schools  to  be  commenced,  6. 

Balance  of  School  funds  to  be  apportioned  between  old  and  new  Districts,  6. 
Election  of  School  Directors,  o,  6. 

Number  of  taxables  to  be  certified,  17, 19. 
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NEW”  SCHOOL  DISTRICTS — Continued. 

Independent,  how  created,  19;  petition  to  court  and  proceeding  thereon,  19;  costs, 
how  to  he  paid,  19. 

Balance  paid  by  old  to  new  independent  District,  19. 

Separate  assessment  for,  19. 

Distribution  of  property  between  old  and  new  Districts,  20. 

NEXT  FRIEND. 

May  apply  for  admission  of  person,  into  Common  School,  9. 

NEGROES. 

Schools  to  be  open  for  all  persons  of  a  certain  age,  9. 

Separate  Schools  for,  to  be  established,  11. 

- To  he  kept  open  four  months  yearly,  11. 

Duty  of  Directors  and  Controllers,  9,  11. 

To  be  admitted  into  District  Schools,  where,  11. 

In  cities  and  boroughs  separate  Schools  to  be  provided,  11. 

NOTICE. 

Of  election  of  School  Directors,  6. 

To  persons  elected  School  Directors,  6. 

I 

Of  meeting  of  Board  of  School  Directors,  7. 

- To  be  given  by  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Directors,  7. 

Of  triennial  convention  of  School  Directors,  how  published,  and  expenses  thereof 
paid,  16. 

OCCUPATION.  See  School  Taxes. 

School  tax  on,  not  to  be  less  than  fifty  cents,  12. 

OFFICE.  See  Department  of  Commo7i  Schools. 

Term  of  office  of  School  Directors,  6. 

Removal  of  School  Directors  and  Controllers  for  refusal  or  neglect,  &c.,  6,  7. 
School  Directors  exempt  from  serving  in  township  or  borough  office,  7,  21. 

Old  Directors  to  continue,  7. 

Term  of  office  of  County  Superintendent,  14. 

School  Directors  and  Treasurer  exempt  from  serving  as  collector,  21. 

Tax  collectors  are  officers,  &c.,  21. 

* 

School  Director  or  Controller  refusing  to  act,  &c.,  his  seat  to  be  declared  vacant, 
&c.,  7. 

OFFICIAL  BOND. 

Of  District  Treasurer,  7,  8. 

Of  collector  of  School  taxes,  12. 

ORGANIZATION. 

Of  Board  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  7. 

Of  convention  of  Directors,  14. 

ORDERS.  See  Warrant. 

On  District  Treasurer,  to  be  signed  by  President,  7,  10. 

- Prepared  and  attested  by  Secretary,  7,  10. 

- To  be  paid  by  District  Treasurer,  8. 

On  State  Treasurer.  See  State  Treasurer. 

To  be  entered  on  minutes  of  board,  &c.,  10. 

PENNSYLVANIA  SCHOOL  JOURNAL. 

Provisions  relative  to,  20 ;  to  be  official  organ  of  Superintendent,  20  ;  subscriptions 
for  by  Superintendent,  20;  to  be  distributed  to  School  Districts,  20 ;  expenses, 
how  to  bo  paid,  20. 
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PHILADELPHIA. 

Act  of  1854,  not  to  apply,  17. 

Acts  relative  to  public  Schools,  to  be  in  force,  17. 

PARENT. 

May  apply  for  admission  of  child,  into  Common  School,  9. 

PRESIDENT. 

Of  Board  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  how  appointed,  7. 

- Who  may  be  appointed,  7. 

- Duties  of,  7,  8,  9. 

- Pro  tempore ,  8. 

To  sign  and  seal  deeds  and  contracts,  9. 

Process  served  on,  9. 

Certificate  by,  to  County  Superintendent  as  to  Schools  being  in  operation,  13  ;  to 
be  made  within  the  year,  13. 

Duty  as  to  State  appropriation,  13. 

PROPERTY.  See  School  Property. 

PROCESS.  See  Suit  at  Law. 

Legal  process  against  School  District,  how  served,  9. 

PROFESSIONS.  See  School  Taxes. 

School  tax  on,  not  to  be  less  than  fifty  cents,  12. 

Examination  of  candidates  for  profession  of  Teacher,  14„ 

Certificate  of  qualification  for  profession  of  Teacher,  14. 

PUBLIC  SCHOOLS.  See  Common  Schools. 

PUPILS.  See  Common  Schools. 

Who  admitted  into  Common  Schools,  9. 

At  what  age  admitted,  9, 

Directors,  &c.,  may  expel  or  suspend,  10. 

Into  what  School  admitted,  Directors,  &c.,  to  determine,  10, 

When  taught  in  School  of  adjoining  District,  10. 

Number  to  be  reported,  16. 

Cost  of  teaching  each,  16. 

QUALIFICATION.  See  School  Directors. 

Of  Teacher.  See  Teacher. 

Of  County  Superintendent.  See  County  Superintendent. 

QUOTA.  See  State  Appropriation.  Distribution. 

RATES  AND  LEVIES.  S qq  County  Rates  and  Levies. 

REAL  ESTATE.  See  School  Property.  School  Houses. 

School  District  may  purchase  and  hold,  8. 

— —  May  sell  and  dispose  of,  8. 

Held  by  Trustees,  &c.,when  it  may  be  conveyed  by  them  to  School  District,  8, 10, 

- When  it  may  be  sold  by  order  of  court,  and  proceeds  added  to  funds  of  School 

District,  8. 

Conveyance  of,  to  School  District  by  surviving  Trustees,  to  be  valid,  10. 
REFUSAL.  See  School  Directors .  Controllers. 

School  Director  or  Controller  refusing  to  act,  &c.,  his  seat  to  be  declared  vacant,  7. 
Constable  refusing  to  act  as  collector  of  School  tax,  to  be  fined*  12  \  fine  to  be 
added  to  School  fund,  12. 
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REMOVAL. 

Of  School  Director,  from  District,  how  vaoancy  filled,  C. 

From  ollioe,  of  School  Director,  for  refusal  or  neglect,  C. 

From  office,  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  for  refusal  or  neglect,  7. 
Person  removing  into  District,  to  be  assessed,  13. 

REPEAL.  See  Laws. 

Of  former  laws,  17,  18. 

REPORT. 

Annual  report  of  District  to  County  Superintendent^,  10. 

By  Directors  or  Controllers  to  County  Superintendent,  10. 

Monthly  reports  of  Teachers,  11. 

Monthly  report  of  Teacher  subject  to  inspection  of  citizens,  11. 

Annual  report  of  County  Superintendent,  15,  18. 

Blank  forms,  to  be  furnished,  16;  of  Superintendent,  10. 

RESIDENCE.  See  Taxables. 

School  Director  to  reside  in  District,  G. 

Resident  of  School  District  not  incompetent  to  give  evidence,  17. 
RESIGNATION. 

Of  School  Director,  how  vacancy  filled,  6. 

RETURNS.  See  Election.  Reports. 

Of  election  for  School  Directors,  how  made,  6. 

Of  election  of  County  Superintendent,  14. 

SAL  ART.  See  Compensation. 

Compensation  of  Secretary  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  7. 
Compensation  of  treasurer,  8. 

Of  Teachers,  fixed  by  Directors,  10. 

Of  Teacher,  not  to  be  paid  until  his  report  is  made,  11. 

Of  County  Superintendent,  14. 

SCHOLARS.  See  Common  Schools.  Pupils. 

SCHOOL  BOOKS. 

What  to  be  used  in  Schools,. Controllers  and  Directors  to  determine,  10,  11. 
Series  of,  for  the  year,  to  be  determined,  11. 

Annual  meeting  of  Controllers  or  Directors  or  Teachers,  11. 

School  officer  not  to  be  agent  for  selling,  &c.,  11. 

Teacher  not  to  be  agent  for  sale  of,  11 ;  misdemeanor  to  do  so,  11. 

SCHOOL  DIRECTORS.  See  Election. 

Election  of,  in  each  District,  G. 

Two  Directors  for  each  District,  6. 

Term  of  office,  6. 

In  new  Districts,  six  Directors  to  be  elected,  6. 

In  cities  and  boroughs,  single  Districts,  three  Directors  to  be  elected,  5,  6. 
Notice  to  persons  elected,  6. 

Old  Directors  to  continue  in  office,  7. 

Powers,  in  the  several  wards  of  a  city  or  borough,  5. 

In  a  city  or  borough  to  constitute  a  Board  of  Controllers,  5. 

Number  of,  to  be  elected  in  a  city  or  borough,  6,  6. 

Jn  new  District,  powers  and  duties,  G. 

To  assess  and  collect  taxes,  G,  12. 

\  acanciee  in  Board  of  Directors  to  be  filled  by  the  board,  6,  8. 
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SCHOOL  DIRECTORS— Continued. 

- To  be  filled  at  nest  election,  6. 

Removal,  bow  vacancy  filled,  G,  7 . 

Qualifications  of,  G. 

To  reside  in  School  District,  6. 

Refusing  or  neglecting  to  attend  meetings  of  board,  &c.,  his  seat  to  be  declared  va¬ 
cant,  &c.,  6,  7  ;  or  to  act,  &c.,  7 . 

Meetings  of  board,  6,  8. 

Secretary  of  board  to  notify  Directors  of  meeting  of  board,  6. 

On  refusal  or  neglect  of  all  the  members  of  a  Board  of  Directors,  to  perform  their 
duties,  the  court  to  appoint  others  in  their  stead,  7 . 

Directors  or  Controllers  refusing,  or  neglecting  to  levy  tax,  7,  12.  j,  J 

Exempt  from  serving  in  township  or  borough  office,  7 ,  20. 

- Or  as  tax  collector,  20. 

Exempt  from  militia  duty,  7. 

Organization  of  board,  7,  8. 

President,  Secretary  and  Treasurer  to  be  appointed,  7,  8. 

Special  meetings  to  be  called  by  President,  7,  8. 

Annual  report  to  County  Superintendent,  7,  10. 

Minutes  of  proceedings,  to  be  kept,  7. 

President  and  Secretary  pro  tempore. ,  8. 

Stated  meetings  of  board,  8. 

Special  meetings  of  board,  8. 

Hotice  of  special  meeting  to  be  given  to  each  member,  8. 

Majority  to  constitute  a  quorum  of  the  board,  8. 

Majority  not  attending,  no  business  to  be  done,  except,  & c.,  8,  11. 

Adjournment  of  meeting,  by  less  than  majority,  8. 

Vacancies  filled  hy  less  than  a  majority,  6,  7,  8. 

Suits  by  School  District  to  be  managed  hy,  9. 

Attachment  against,  on  judgment,  &c.,  9. 

May  sell  and  dispose  of  real  or  personal  property  of  District,  8. 

May  borrow  money  to  purchase  ground  or  erect  School  houses,  9. 

May  issue  bonds  for  money  borrowed,  9. 

Debt  of  District  not  to  exceed,  &c.,  9. 

Powers  and  duties,  9. 

To  erect,  purchase  or  rent  School  houses,  9. 

To  establish  a  sufficient  number  of  Schools,*  9. 

Joint  School  for  adjoining  Districts,  to  establish,  10. 

To  visit  every  School,  once  a  month,  10. 

General  supervision  of  Schools  by,  10. 

To  appoint  Teachers,  10. 

May  suspend  or  expel  Scholars,  10. 

To  pay  all  expenses  of  Schools,  10. 

May  establish  Schools  of  different  grades,  10. 

To  determine  into  what  School  a  Pupil  is  to  be  admitted,  10. 

To  establish  separate  Schools  for  Negro  or  Mulatto  children,  11. 

Duty  as  to  tuition  of  Negro  and  Mulatto  children,  11. 

Not  to  he  agents  for  selling  School  hooks,  &c.,  11. 

Monthly  reports  of  Teachers,  11. 

To  determine  amount  of  taxes  for  ensuing  year,  11. 

Estimate  for  ensuing  year,  11 ;  hy  majority  of  board,  11. 

Duties  relative  to  assessment  of  School  taxes,  11,  13. 


96 


INDEX. 


SCHOOL  DIRECTORS— Continued. 

Taxes  not  to  exceed  amount  of  county  rates  and  levies,  12. 

To  appoint  collector  of  taxes,  12. 

May  levy  special  tux  for  building  purposes,  12. 

To  assess  persons  removing  into  District,  13. 

To  determine  what  branches  to  be  taught,  10,  13. 

Triennial  convention  of,  14, 19. 

Convention  of,  to  select  a  County  Superintendent,  14. 

- To  determine  amount  of  compensation  of  County  Superintendent,  14,  19  ;  as 

to  increase  of  it,  19. 

President  and  Secretary  of  the  convention  to  certify  to  Superintendent  the  name, 
&c.,  of  the  County  Superintendent,  and  names  of  candidates  voted  for,  14. 

Old  Directors  in  independent  Districts  continued,  19. 

New  Directors  in  independent  Districts  elected  for  the  year  1855,  19. 

Majority  of  board  necessary,  in  fixing  amount  of  taxes  for  ensuing  year,  11. 

To  certify  that  Schools  have  been  in  operation,  &c.,  13 ;  certificate  to  be  made 
within  the  year,  13. 

SCHOOLS.  See  Common  Schools.  Education. 

SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 

What  is,  5,  20 ;  every  city,  borough  and  township,  to  be,  5 ;  newly  erected  bo¬ 
rough,  township  and  city,  to  be,  5 ;  borough  and  township  assessed  together  to 
form  one  School  District,  5. 

Composed  of  a  city  or  borough  divided  into  wards,  how  constituted,  5  ;  wards  of  a 
borough  or  city  consolidated,  5;  city  or  borougli  formed  into  a  single  District,  5. 
New  District,  when  to  be  recognized  as  separate,  5. 

New  District,  powers  of  Directors,  5. 

New  District,  Schools  to  be  commenced,  5. 

New  District,  taxes  to  be  assessed,  &c.,in,  5. 

New  District,  balance  of  School  funds  to  be  apportioned  between  old  and  new  Dis¬ 
tricts,  5. 

Election  of  Directors,  5,  6. 

School  Director  to  reside  in  District,  6. 

Citizens  may  complain  to  court  against  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  7. 
Independent  Districts,  5, 17, 18,  19.  20. 

- May  be  continued  by  order  of  the  court,  19,  20. 

- On  discontinuance,  rights  of  property  to  be  determined  by  the  court,  19. 

Independent  Districts  abolished,  5,  7,  17,  18,  19,  20. 

Annual  report  to  County  Superintendent,  7. 

To  be  corporate  body,  8. 

To  have  corporate  name,  8. 

To  sue  and  be  sued  by,  8. 

To  purchase  and  hold  real  and  personal  property,  8.  . 

To  sell  and  dispose  of  real  and  personal  property,  8. 

Real  estate  held  by  trustees,  when  it  may  be  conveyed  by  them  to  School  District, 

8, 10. 

— —  When  it  may  be  sold  by  order  of  court,  and  the  proceeds  added  to  the  fruodg 
of  School  District,  8. 

Deeds  and  contracts  in  writing  by,  8,  9. 

- To  be  signed  by  President  of  Board,  &o.,9. 

Suits  by,  how  brought  and  managed,  9. 

Suits  against,  how  brought,  9. 
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SCHOOL  DISTRICT — Continued. 

Process  against,  to  be  served  on  President  or  Secretary  of  the  Board,  &c.,  9. 
Judgment  against,  how  execution  thereof  to  be  had,  9. 

Execution  against,  9. 

Attachment  against,  9. 

Indebtedness  not  to  exceed,  &c.,  9. 

Joint  Schools  for  adjoining  Districts,  10. 

Pupils  taught  in  School  of  adjoining  District,  10. 

Quota  of  State  appropriation,  when  and  how  to  be  paid,  13. 

- To  be  -withheld  when  competent  Teachers  not  provided,  13. 

- To  be  forfeited  for  not  employing  competent  Teachers,  13,  22. 

- May  be  paid  to  District  not  employing  Teachers,  22. 

- Error  in,  to  be  corrected,  17. 

Number  of  taxables  in,  to  be  certified  by  county  commissioners,  16,  17 ;  in  new 
Districts,  17. 

Resident  of,  not  incompetent  to  give  evidence,  17. 

Borough,  court  cannot  make  it  a  separate  District,  17 ;  repeal  of  former  Act,  17. 
Balance  of  funds  to  be  paid  by  old  Districts  to  new,  6,  19;  to  new  independent 
District,  19. 

SCHOOL  FUND. 

State  appropriation,  for  the  year  1855,  5. 

District  Treasurer  to  receive  all  funds,  &c.,  8. 

State  appropriation,  when  and  how  to  be  paid,  7,  13. 

Balance  of  School  funds  to  be  apportioned  between  old  and  new  District,  5,  19. 
District  5. 

Forfeitures  to  be  added  to,  12. 

SCHOOL  HOUSES. 

In  several  wards,  how  held,  5. 

In  several  wards,  how  erected,  purchased,  rented,  &c.,  5. 

Powers  of  School  Directors  in  several  wards,  5,  9. 

In  cities  or  boroughs,  may  be  conveyed  to  Controllers,  5. 

May  be  sold  by  Directors,  5. 

In  new  Districts,  Directors  to  procure,  6. 

Directors  or  Controllers  refusing  or  neglecting,  &c.,  7. 

Held  by  Trustees,  &g.,  when  they  may  be  conveyed  to  School  District,  8,  10. 

- When  they  may  be  sold  by  order  of  court,  and  proceeds  added  to  School 

funds,  8. 

Directors  may  borrow  money  to  purchase  ground,  or  erect  School  houses,  9. 

- - At  wdiat  interest,  9. 

- Amount  borrowed  not  to  exceed,  9. 

School  Directors  and  Controllers  to  purchase,  rent  or  erect,  9. 

To  be  furnished  with  conveniences  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  10, 

Fuel  for,  10. 

Joint  School  for  adjoining  Districts,  how  established,  10. 

Special  tax  for  building  purposes,  12. 

Plans  for,  to  be  procured,  &c.,  by  Superintendent,  15. 

SCHOOL  LAW. 

Extended  to  all  the  counties  in  the  State,  5. 

Law  for  regulating  Common  Schools,  5. 

SCHOOL  LOTS.  See  School  Houses.  School  Property , 

SCHOOL  MONEY.  See  School  Fund . 

7 
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SCHOOL  PROPERTY.  Soe  School  Houses. 

In  several  wards  of  a  city  or  borough,  how  to  be  held,  5. 

How  purchased,  rented  or  sold,  5. 

Powers  of  School  Directors,  6. 

In  cities  or  boroughs,  may  be  conveyed  to  Controllers,  5. 

School  District,  to  hold,  as  a  corporation,  8,  9. 

School  District,  to  hold  real  and  personal  property,  9. 

School  District  may  sell  or  dispose  of,  8,  9. 

ReaJ  estate  held  by  Trustees,  when  it  may  be  conveyed  by  them  to  School  Dis¬ 
trict,  8. 

- When  it  maybe  sold  by  order  of  court,  and  proceeds  added  to  funds  of  School 

District,  8. 

Directors  or  Controllers  may  sell  or  dispose  of,  8. 

On  discontinuance  of  independent  District,  rights  of  property  of  Districts  to  be  de¬ 
termined  by  the  court,  19. 

Distribution  of  property  between  old  and  new  Districts,  20. 

SCHOOL  TAXES. 

School  Directors  to  assess,  &c.,  5,  6,  11,  19. 

IIow  collected,  5. 

Assessment  and  collection  of,  11,  12,  19. 

In  several  wards,  assessed,  &c.,  separately,  5. 

In  new  Districts,  assessed,  &c.,  G,  19. 

Board  of  Directors  or  Controllers  refusing  or  neglecting  to  levy,  court  to  appoint 
others,  7. 

Authorized  by  former  Acts  to  be  collected,  7. 

Duplicate  of,  to  be  signed  by  President  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors,  7. 

- To  be  prepared  and  attested  by  Secretary,  7. 

Warrant,  for  collection  of,  7. 

Certificate  to  Superintendent,  of  assessment,  7. 

Abatement  of,  7. 

Exoneration  of,  7. 

Abatements  and  exonerations,  Secretary  to  keep  acccount  of,  7. 

To  be  paid  to  District  Treasurer,  8. 

Amount  to  be  levied  for  ensuing  year  to  be  determined,  11 ;  by  majority  of  Board,  11. 
Estimate  for*ensuing  year,  11. 

Sufficient  amount  to  be  levied,  &c.,  11. 

Not  to  exceed  amount  of  county  rates  and  levies,  11. 

Copy  of  last  county  valuation  to  be  furnished,  &c.,  12. 

Property,  subjects  and  things  taxable  for,  the  same  as  for  State  and  county  pur¬ 
poses,  12,  20. 

To  he  levied  and  apportioned  on  all  objects,  persons  and  property  taxable  for  State 
or  county  purposes,  12,  20. 

On  trades,  professions  and  occupations,  or  single  freemen,  not  to  be  less  than  fifty 
cents,  12. 

Levied  and  assessed  within  one  year  to  be  contained  in  the  same  duplicate,  12. 
Duties  of  Controllers  and  Directors  relative  to  levy,  11,  12. 

Collector  of,  how  to  be  appointed,  12. 

Constable  or  District  Treasurer  may  be  appointed  collector,  12. 

Special  tax  for  building  purposes,  12. 

On  unseated  lands,  how  collected,  13. 

Person  removing  iuto  District  to  be  assessed,  13. 

Limited  to  objects  and  property  contained  in  certificate  of  last  county  valuation, 

&C.1  20. 
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SEAL.  See  Evidence. 

Of  Department  of  Common  Schools,  16. 

SECRETARY. 

Of  Board  of  Directors,  to  give  notice  of  meetings,  7. 

Of  Board  of  Directors  or  Controllers,  how  appointed,  7,  8. 

Duties  of,  7. 

Who  may  he  appointed,  7. 

Compensation  to  he  fixed  hy  Board  of  Directors,  7. 

Pro  tempore ,  8. 

Legal  process  may  he  served  on,  9. 

To  countersign  deeds  and  contracts  hy  School  District,  9. 

Monthly  report  of  Teachers,  to  he  filed  by,  11. 

SETTLEMENT.  See  Accounts.  Superintendent. 

Of  controversies  and  disputes  by  Superintendent,  16, 17. 

Of  account  of  District  Treasurer,  8. 

SERVICE.  See  Suit  at  Law. 

Of  legal  process  against  School  District,  how  made,  9. 

SINGLE  FREEMEN.  See  School  Taxes. 

School  tax  on,  not  to  he  less  than  fifty  cents,  12. 

STATIONERY.  See  School  Books. 

School  officers  or  Teachers  not  to  he  agents  for  selling,  &c.,  11 ;  misdemeanor  to  do 
so,  11. 

STATE  APPROPRIATION. 

Annual,  for  the  year  1855-6, 

$280,000  for  Common  Schools,  5. 

Under  former  Acts  of  Assembly,  provision  relative  to,  7. 

Distribution  of,  to  he  determined  by  State  Superintendent,  IS,  16,  17. 

Certificate  of  number  of  taxable  citizens,  &c.,  to  he  the  basis  of  distribution,  16, 17. 
Certificate  of  taxahles  to  be  furnished  to  State  Superintendent  by  county  commis¬ 
sioners,  16, 17  ;  for  new  District,  17. 

Quota  of,  for  a  School  District,  when  and  how  to  be  paid,  13,  17. 

- Not  until  certificate,  &c.,  be  made  that  Schools  have  been  in  operation,  13. 

- Not  until  report,  &c.,  be  made  by  Directors,  &c-,  13. 

- Forfeited  for  not  employing  competent  Teachers,  13. 

- May  be  paid  to  Districts  failing  to  employ  Teachers,  by  Superintendent,  for 

1854-5  when  and  how,  22. 

How  to  be-Hpaid  to  School  Districts,  13. 

District  Treasurer  to  receive,  8, 13. 

Warrant  or  order  of  Superintendent  for,  13. 

Error  in  distribution  of,  to  be  corrected  by  Superintendent,  17. 

Certificate  by  County  Superintendent  as  to  District  employing  competent  Teachers, 
13  ;  to  be  made  within  the  School  year,  13. 

STATE  GRANT.  See  Appropriation. 

For  Common  Schools,  5. 

STATE  MONEY. 

Appropriated  by  State  for  Common  Schools,  5. 

STATE  TREASURER. 

To  pay  orders  of  Superintendent,  13. 

Orders  on,  how  signed,  &c.,  13,  16. 

To  pay  orders  for  quotas  of  State  appropriation,  7,  13,  16. 
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STATE  TREASURER— Continued. 

To  pay  orders  for  publishing  notice  of  Convention  of  Directors,  15. 
To  pay  orders  for  salaries  of  County  Superintendents,  14. 


SUB-DISTRICTS. 

Laws  relative  to,  repealed,  17. 


SUIT  AT  LAW.  See  Evidence. 

By  new  School  District  against  old,  6. 

School  District  to  sue  and  he  sued  by  corporate  name,  9. 

By  School  District,  how  managed,  9. 

Process  against  School  District,  how  served,  9. 

Judgment  against  School  District,  execution  thereof  how  to  be  had,  9. 
- To  he  enforced  by  attachment,  9. 


SUPERINTENDENT.  See  Sup(.  '.nlcndcnl Common  School*. 
SUPERVISOR. 

Duty,  as  to  election  for  School  Directors,  6. 


Co v.ii! ij  Sui  . ri iu cndcti I. 


SUPERVISION.  See  Common  Schools. 

Of  Schools  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  10. 


SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS. 

Certificate  to,  that  the  Schools  of  a  District  have  been  in  operation,  &c.,  7,  13. 
Duty  as  to  paying  State  appropriation  to  a  School  District,  13. 

State  appropriation,  when  and  how  to  be  paid  to  a  District,  13. 

Warrant  of,  to  State  Treasurer  for  State  appropriation  payable  to  a  District,  13. 
When  competent  Teachers  not  provided,  quota  of  State  appropriation  to  be  with¬ 
held,  13,  '20. 

Annual  reports  of  County  Superintendents,  15. 

Annual  reports  of  School  Directors  and  Controllers,  10,  15.  •  , 

County  Superintendents  to  forward  reports  from  Districts,  15. 

To  issue  commission  to  County  Superintendent,  15. 

Duty  as  to  commissioning  person  elected  County  Superintendent,  14 ;  may  re¬ 
quire  evidence  of  his  qualifications,  14  ;  may  commission  another  candidate, 
&c.,  14. 

To  pay  compensation  of  County  Superintendent,  14. 

To  publish  notice  of  meeting  of  triennial  convention  of  Directors,  15, 19  ;  of  spe¬ 
cial  convention,  19. 

To  fill  vacancy  in  office  of  County  Superintendent,  15. 

To  procure  plans,  &c.,  for  School  houses,  &c.,  15. 

Powers  and  duties  of,  15. 

To  decide  controversies,  concerning  duties  of  School  officers,  15. 

To  give  advice,  explanation  and  information,  &c.,  16. 

To  sign  orders  on  State  Treasurer,  &c.,  16. 

To  prepare  blank  forms,  &c.,  16. 

Annual  report  to  Legislature,  16. 

To  provide  a  seal,  &c.,  16. 

Department  of  Common  Schools,  16. 

To  appoint  a  general  Deputy,  16. 

May  remove  County  Superintendent,  for  cause,  16. 

- And  appoint  another  person,  16. 

County  commissioners  to  certify  number  of  taxable  citizens  resident  in  each  School 
District,  16,  17,  19;  in  new  Districts  17,  19. 

The  number  of  taxablcs  certified,  &c.,  to  be  the  basis  of  distribution  of  State  ap¬ 
propriation,  16,  17. 
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SUPERINTENDENT  OF  COMMON  SCHOOLS — Continued. 

To  determine  the  distribution  of  State  appropriation,  1G,  17,  22. 

Error  in  distribution  of  State  appropriation  to  be  corrected,  17. 

Error  in  certificate  of  taxables  to  be  corrected,  17. 

Pennsylvania  School  Journal  to  be  official  organ  of,  20 ;  subscriptions  for,  20. 

May  pay  quota  of  State  appropriation  to  District,  though  not  having  employed 
Teachers,  &c.,  22. 

SURETIES. 

Of  District  Treasurer,  to  be  approved  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  8. 

Of  collector  of  School  taxes,  12. 

oUSPENSION.  See  Reports. 

Pupils  may  be  suspended  or  expelled  by  Directors  or  Controllers,  10. 

TAXES.  Sec  ScJ~col  Tax. 

TAXABLES.  See  School  Tax. 

County  Commissioners  to  ascertain  and  certify  triennially  number  of  taxable  citi¬ 
zens  resident  in  each  School  District,  16,  17,  19. 

Certificate  of,  by  County  Commissioners,  16, 17,  19. 

State  appropriation  distributed  according  to  number  of,  16,  17. 

Error  in  Certificate  of,  to  be  corrected,  17. 

In  new  Districts  to  be  certified,  17,  19. 

Taxable  of  District  not  incompetent  to  give  evidence,  17. 

TAXATION.  See  School  Taxes. 

Assessment  and  collection  of  School  taxes,  11,  13,  20. 

What  persons,  property,  subjects  and  things  taxable  for  School  purposes,  12,  20. 
Liability  to  School  tax  not  to  make  incompetent  as  a  witness,  17. 

Limited  to  subjects,  &c.,  contained  in  last  county  valuation,  11,  20. 

TEACHERS. 

Appointed  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  10. 

Their  salary  fixed  by  Directors  and  Controllers,  10. 

Dismissed  by  Directors,  &c.,  10. 

Dismissed  for  what  cause,  10. 

Cruelty  or  immorality,  dismissed  for,  10. 

Incompetence  or  negligence,  dismissed  for,  10. 

Character  of,  to  be  stated  in  annual  report,  10. 

To  meet  annually  with  Controllers  or  Directors,  in  relation  to  School  books,  11. 
Not  to  be  agents  for  selling  School  books,  &c.,  11. 

Monthly  report  to  Board  of  Directors  or  Controllers,  10. 

Not  to  be  paid  his  salary  until  report  made,  11. 

When  competent  Teachers  not  provided,  duty  of  county  Superintendent,  13. 

- Quota  of  State  appropriation  withheld,  13,  22. 

. - Superintendent  may  pay,  22. 

County  Superintendent  to  examine  candidates,  &c.,  14. 

To  give  certificates  to  persons  qualified,  &c.,  14. 

Certificates  may  be  annulled,  14. 

Teacher  not  to  be  employed  to  teach  other  branches  than  those  stated  in  certifi¬ 
cate,  14. 

TERM  OF  OFFICE. 

Of  School  Directors,  6. 

Of  School  Controllers,  5,  6. 

Of  County  Superintendent,  14. 

Of  School  Directors  of  independent  Districts,  19. 
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TITLE.  See  School  Property.  School  Houses.  Real  Estate. 

TOWN.  See  Borough. 

TOWNSHIP.  See  School  Districts. 

Every  township  to  bo  a  School  District,  5. 

Newly  erected,  to  be  a  School  District,  5. 

And  borough  assessed  together,  to  be  one  School  District,  5,  20. 

Election  of  School  Directors,  5,  6. 

Newly  erected,  election  of  School  Directors,  6. 

School  Directors  exempt  from  serving  in  office,  7,  20. 

Townships  and  boroughs  to  be  separate  and  independent  of  each  other  as  to  asses 
ments,  20. 

TRADES,  Ac.  See  School  Taxes. 

Tax  on,  net  less  than  fifty  cents,  12. 

TREASURER.  Sec  State  Treasurer. 

Of  School  Directors  or  Controllers,  how  appointed,?. 

- Who  may  be  appointed,  7. 

- Duties  of,  7,  8. 

- Bond  of,  7,  8. 

To  receive  all  appropriations,  taxes  and  funds,  of  District,  8. 

To  pay  orders  of  Directors,  8. 

To  settle  annual  account,  8. 

Not  settling,  cannot  be  re-appointed,  8. 

Defaulting,  not  to  be  re-appointed,  8. 

To  pay  over  balance  to  successor,  8. 

To  be  allowed  commission  or  per  centage,  8. 

Commission  not  to  exceed  two  per  cent.,  8. 

Attachment  against,  on  judgment,  Ac.,  9. 

May  be  appointed  collector  of  School  taxes,  12. 

Of  School  District  exempt  from  serving  as  tax  collector,  20. 

TRIENNIAL  CONVENTION.  See  Convention. 

Of  School  Directors,  16, 17. 

TRUSTS  AND  TRUSTEES. 

Real  estate  held  in  trust,  &c.,  when  it  may  be  conveyed  by  Trustees  to  ScbO' 
District,  8,  10. 

- When  it  may  be  sold  by  order  of  court,  and  proceeds  added  to  funds  < 

School  District,  8,  9. 

Trustees,  how  discharged  from  trust,  9. 

Conveyance  of  real  estate  to  School  District,  by  surviving  Trustees,  to  be  valid,  1< 
TUITION.  See  Common  Schools.  Education.  Teacher. 

UNSEATED  LANDS. 

Unpaid  School  taxes  on,  how  to  be  recovered,  13. 

- To  be  certified  to  county  commissioners,  13. 

- County  commissioners  to  collect  and  pay  over,  13. 

Exonerations  on  collectors  duplicate  for,  12. 

VACANCIES. 

In  Board  of  School  Directors,  how  filled,  6,  8. 

By  refusal  or  neglect  of  School  Directors  to  attend  meetings  of  the  Board,  & c.,  6, 1 
On  refusal  or  neglect,  Ac.,  by  Controllers,  Ac.,  how  filled,  7. 

In  office  of  County  Superintendent,  how  filled,  15. 

Seats  of  School  Directors  or  Controllers  declared  vacant,  for  neglect,  Ac.,  6,  7, 1 
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VISITING. 

Directors  and  Controllers  to  visit  Schools,  once  a  month,  10. 

Results  of  such  visits  to  be  entered  on  minutes,  10. 

County  Superintendent  to  visit  Schools,  13. 

FALGATION.  See  Assessment,  School  Taxes. 

Last  county,  to  he  furnished  to  Superintendent,  11;  assessment  of  School  taxes 
to  he  limited  to  objects,  &c.,  contained  therein,  11,  20. 

VARDS. 

Election  of  Directors,  6. 

■| 

Each  ward  to  retain  its  School  property,  5. 

Powers  of  School  Directors  in,  5. 

Directors  may  convey  property  to  Board  of  Controllers,  5. 

Wards  of  a  city  or  borough,  how  to  be  consolidated,  5. 

FITNESS.  See  Evidence. 

iTAGES.  See  Salary.  Compensation. 

TARRANT.  See  Orders.  Duplicate. 

For  collection  of  School  tax,  7. 

On  State  Treasurer.  See  State  Treasurer. 

EAR.  See  Reports.  State  Appropriation. 

School  year,  16. 

Yearly  State  appropriation  for  Common  Schools,  5. 

Yearly  report  of  School  Directors  and  Controllers,  7, 10. 

Yearly  report  of  County  Superintendent,  15,  18. 

Yearly  report  of  Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  16. 

Yearly  account  of  District  Treasurer,  8. 
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ADDENDA.  - 


The  following  appointments  of  County  Superintendents  have  been  made  to 
fill  vacancies  occasioned  by  resignation,  since  the  first  form  of  this  edition  of 
the  Laws  went  to  press : 

Counties. 

Clinton . 

Juniata . 

Union . 

W  arren . 

Westmoreland 
Y  ork . 

<L 


Names.  Post  Office. 

.Henrv  L.  Deiflenbach . Lock  Haven. 

Wm.  M.  Burchfield . Mifflintown. 

,D.  Heckendorn . Beaver  Springs 

.Lewis  L.  Spencer . Columbus. 

James  I.  M’Cormick . Tinker  Run. 

George  C.  Stair.  . . .  . . York. 


